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following information in regard to student attendance at our
school:

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Hello and welcome back to school for
term 2.
For the last five weeks our school system
has been in a constant state of change, and
we thank our students and parents for
being understanding and committed to
support learning programs, however these
may look. The situation remains the same
with all South Australian public schools remaining open and all
students welcome to attend.
We have worked closely with the department to ensure health
guidelines and expectations are clear, supported and as
practical as possible for our teachers and students. We
continue to review and adapt these as needs and as
information changes and expect this to be our way of working
and living for the foreseeable future. The effort of our teachers
to provide a flexible learning program that allows students to
access information, assessment and classroom sessions either
online or when they are present at school has been remarkable
and I would like to acknowledge the level of professionalism and
commitment shown by all of our staff at this time.
What we have seen in the first 2 weeks of school under what
are increasingly broader ‘COVID-19 conditions’ is a gradual
increase in the number of students who are attending on site
learning programs. We have about 80% of primary students
attending, 70% in the middle school and surprisingly only about
50% in our senior secondary years. The attendance rate in the
senior secondary years is disappointing given the significance
of the SACE years of school. I know staff are relentlessly
following up absent students so I hope to see the SACE
attendance increase to our normal attendance percentage for
these year levels.
Although we appreciate that we need to be ready to change
how we work at short notice, we are comfortable to share the

• A full school timetable is currently running and the
ability for students to attend full days of school is
available across all year levels. We appreciate that on
many occasions the learning and engagement
experiences for students attending school can often
be greater than for those connecting from home and
we are committed to provide activities and
assessments that do not adversely affect those
remaining at home.
• We currently have 2 teachers working from home
and while their physical classrooms are supervised at
school, the virtual learning is still supported offsite by
the subject teacher, as per the usual timetable. All
students (at home and offsite) are expected to
connect with the program as per the timetable. This
will be the case for any teacher who is approved to
work from home, at any stage.
• As we have the majority of students attending school
our teachers will employ a ‘face to face’ model of
teaching. All lessons for Years 7-12 will be supported
with an online resource-based model, where
instruction, support resources, communication,
assessment and progress checks are provided.
Students at school are expected to engage with the
online learning if the teacher is using this as an
aspect of the face to face to classroom and students
at home are expected to connect and engage with
the online tools, instruction and attendance
requirements.
• Teachers in the Junior School will also employ a ‘face
to face’ model of teaching. Whereby families choose
for students from Reception-Year 6 to continue
working from home, individual arrangements can be
made with the class teacher. While entire learning
programs will no longer be available online, Class
Dojo and Seesaw will continue to be used to share
some learning tasks and for communication
purposes.
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• Only in the case of the school being closed for some
reason will the school adopt a full online ‘live stream’
model of teacher instruction and assessment.

Attendance
In this time of change we are committed to monitoring student
attendance, engagement and connection with learning. We ask
that parents and their children, work closely with the school
to help maintain our shared responsibility to track and support
student attendance at school or their connection to learning if
remaining home.
• Attending school: If your child is attending school
each day you do not need to do anything. As per
normal, you will need to contact the front office to let
them know of any reason if they are absent
(sickness, family etc)
• Home Study: If your child is remaining home, we ask
that parents contact the school and confirm that this
is the case on a weekly basis. We will monitor your
child’s engagement and participation with
online-learning and contact parents if there are
issues. If your child is accessing learning from home
and becomes sick, please let the school know and
we will update our records to reflect their ability to
complete work set.
• Unexplained: If your child does not attend school
and front office staff have not been notified that they
are Home Studying, they will be marked as
unexplained. Absences greater than three days will
result in follow up from the school.

Term 2 Student Free Day
We will be proceeding with our scheduled term 2 student free
day on Tuesday 19 May. All students will need to remain home
as staff will be undertaking further professional learning to build
their knowledge and understanding in the teaching of reading.
Reading is our schools site improvement priority. Our aim is to
have all students in every year level reading at a level that is
equivalent to age.

Paralowie Building Project
The building works to expand our school capacity has finally
started. We are building in 2 stages to prevent disruption to
the student learning environment but disruption to the school
grounds environment is unavoidable.
Stage one will see the new junior primary learning precinct
developed and the new Year 7 building.

Stage two will involve re-developing the existing middle school
building into a combined parent community centre and
wellbeing hub and a new performing arts performance theatre.
I will see if I can include some plans into either this newsletter or
the next to give you an idea of the extent of the developments.
You will see a lot of additional fencing enclosing the builders
site works and parking in the school schools in significantly
affected. This means more cars parked on the streets. I ask
that you are considerate of this situation and practice patience
and consideration for others as traffic flow around the school is
going to be more challenging than usual.
PETER MCKAY
PRINCIPAL

THE HEALTH, WELFARE AND SAFETY OF
ALL STUDENTS AND STAFF IS
PARAMOUNT. PLEASE FEEL FREE TO
ACCESS MORE INFORMATION AT THE
FOLLOWING SITES.
During this pandemic, SA Health is reminding families to
keep well and keep connected with their GP to manage
their health.
Parents can find tips and advice on the SA Health website
http://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/keepingwell
National Coronavirus Health Information Line on 1800
020 080 or visit:
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/
2020/03/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-schools-a
nd-early-childhood-centres-students-and-parents_0.pdf
Up-to-date information from the Department for
Education:
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/
Department for Home Affairs (translations of Coronavirus
information)
http://scoa.org.au/category/sector-collaboration/secto
r-updates/

R-6 NEWS
Welcome Back!
Thank you to our families for supporting your children to ‘get
connected’ for online learning over the past weeks. We have
been pleased with the efforts of our students who have quickly
adapted to a new way of working. We are also grateful for the
parent support that has been provided to complete a range of
learning tasks at home.
As I move through the school it is evident that the students are
happy to resume their face to face learning and we are thankful
to have them back in our classrooms.
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Please see below for a snapshot of some of our learning since
returning.
Kind regards,
SUSIE SEARLES
HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

If your child is just beginning to read:
Practice the alphabet by pointing out letters wherever you
see them and by reading alphabet books.
Practice the sounds of language. Read books with rhymes.
Teach your child rhymes, short poems, and songs.
Point out the letter-sound relationships your child is
learning on labels, boxes, and signs.
Listen to your child read words and books from school. Be
patient and listen as your child practices. Let your child know
you are proud of their reading.
If your child is reading:

Room 15 News
We have been doing some fantastic art work over the last two
weeks.
We commemorated Anzac Day by doing some poppy drawings
and our favourite activity was Kandinsky trees. The children had
to cut out different sized circles and decorate a black tree trunk.
Here are some photos of some of the student’s artwork.
We hope you enjoy our beautiful artwork.
KAREN ELLIOT
CLASS TEACHER

Reread familiar books. Children need practice in reading
comfortably and with expression using books they know.
Build reading accuracy. As your child is reading aloud, point
out words they missed and help them read words correctly. If
you stop to focus on a word, have your child reread the whole
sentence to be sure they understand the meaning.
Building reading comprehension. Talk with your child about
what they are reading. Ask about new words. Talk about what
happened in a story. Ask about the characters, places, and
events that took place. Encourage them to read on their own.
Make reading a part of every day
Share conversations with your child over meal times and
other times you are together. Children learn words more
easily when they hear them spoken often. Introduce new and
interesting words at every opportunity.
Read together every day. Spend time talking about stories,
pictures, and words.
Be your child's best advocate. Keep informed about your
child's progress in reading and ask the teacher about ways
you can help.
Be a reader and a writer. Children learn habits from the
people around them.

CLOSE READING AT HOME
At Paralowie R-12 School, reading is our focus.

Visit the library often. Story times, computers, homework
help, and other exciting activities await the entire family.

A key element of our reading work in the secondary years is
Close Reading.
Close Reading is a method of teaching students to re-read,
make annotations and discuss complex questions in order to
support their ability to think deeply and critically about a text.
In the secondary years here at Paralowie, all teachers of all
subjects are teachers of Close Reading. By including reading
as an element of all classes, we are reinforcing to students
that reading is a transferable skill that they will need no matter
where life takes them.
This year, we will be expanding Close Reading into the primary
year levels to ensure a smooth transition for our students
when they enter the secondary years.
I regularly get asked by parents what they can do to support
students to improve as readers at home. I developed some
ideas about what parents and families can do to ensure their
children become competent close and critical readers.
By incorporating this discussion of texts into your everyday
life, your child will be able to analyse and understand a wider
range of texts with ease. Sometimes it is the simple things
like reading a billboard or a news article together, where our
children learn the most.
Families also play a key role in developing these skills.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
Hello everyone and welcome back to school in Term 2.
I wish to thank all staff, students and families for supporting
us during the Covid 9 situation. As you are aware, the issue
is far from over and we welcomed back all students this week
to a slightly different environment. Social distancing, hygiene
and increased cleanliness are clearly visible keeping everyone’s
safety at the forefront of our actions.
All Middle School students have been reflecting on their Term
1 progress – A to E class reports, attendance, Grade Point
Average and Running Records level. Home Group teachers
have been having meetings with individual students to review
goals in relation to these sets of data. We are hopeful that
every student can make an improvement in all or some of these
areas. Growth and skills development are so important to future
success.
I spoke with a student and her mother this morning. The Year
8 girl hopes to be in the Navy in the future. She knew that her
Maths and English grade of C for both would need to improve
if her dream of working in the Navy would come to fruition. It
is important that all students have hopes and dreams for the
future and link their current attitude and skills in the school
setting to the future skills.
Communication is key to a successful school. We encourage
all families to keep regular contact with home group teachers
and other leaders in the school to alert them of issues and
concerns or changes in circumstances. If you can imagine the
scenario where a student is injured or otherwise and we are
unable to contact a family member because a phone number
has changed, it can be very stressful and difficult to proceed.
We have major building works happening soon. We are looking
forward to a new Year 7 building and other buildings that will
enhance the profile of our school. There will be opportunities for
students and family feedback and suggestions in this process.
Your involvement in the near future would be greatly
appreciated.
BEN ABBOTT
SENIOR LEADER MIDDLE SCHOOL

YEAR 8 MEDIEVAL STUDIES
As part of their Medieval studies in SOSE this term, students in
8F and 8G had the opportunity to create and taste food from
the Middle Ages. They made ‘no cook’ sticky gingerbread balls.
It was a simple recipe that included mixing bread crumbs,
honey, water, ginger and cinnamon together, rolling the mixture
into balls and then dusting them with more cinnamon.
Reactions were mixed, some loved them, some found them a
little bland and others found them to be downright repulsive.
Overall, all felt it was a positive and enjoyable experience as it
allowed them to get a ‘taste’ for the Middle Ages in a fun and
memorable way.
CATHERINE NORRIS
CLASS TEACHER
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EMOTIONAL WELLBEING FOR OUR KIDS
AT HOME
Professor Marjory Ebbeck from the University of South
Australia lists some practical strategies that can be considered
when supporting our students through these difficult times.
• Encourage children to talk to express their
emotions and better understand what has/is
happening.
• Emphasise that it is okay to be angry about what
has/is happening is important.
• Follow the leads of children. If they do not wish to
talk then, above all, do not force discussion.
• Be tolerant and allow extra time for tasks where
necessary.
• Provide opportunities for outdoor physical activity.
• Check that children are drinking enough water and
eating.
• Answer questions honestly and share positive
stories that have emerged.
• Above all, try to be positive.

TIRKANTHI NEWS
Naa marni! (Hello everyone!)

MURAL BY JACOB STENGLE
The artist behind the giant mural on the west side of the E
Building – Ngarrindjeri Elder, Jacob Stengle, has now created
a new mural for the school. The new mural, titled ‘The
Transformation of Kondole’, is displayed in the Front Office.
When you are next in the Front Office, please take a moment
to look at the mural read the story written on the plaque
underneath.

MURAL BY GABRIEL STENGLE
Last year, a number of students worked with Ngarrindjeri,
Kaurna, and Narungga artist, Gabriel Stengle on the mural, ‘The
Rainbow Serpent’. This mural is displayed along the four main
primary buildings, starting just outside the Front Office. A new
plaque has just been installed and please read the story when
you are next walking past.

CANTEEN NEWS
Our Canteen have partnered with Flexischools to make ordering
school lunches easier. There is a Flexischools App that you
can download. You can place an order and make a payment.
Selection via the app is a bit limited. Students will still have
the option to order as they have been previously. Pamphlets
are available in the front. You can sign up by going to
flexischools.com.au.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
SCHOOL BELL TIMES

OUTDOOR LEARNING SPACE
In 2019, we won a grant to build a shade for the outside area
between Tirkanthi and the Primary STEM Centre. This shade
has just been installed and will mean that students now have
the opportunity to study and play outside under cover.

Lessons start at 8.40am – after this time students need to sign
in at the HUB (7-12) or Front Office (R-6)
Recess commences at 11.05am and finishes at 11.25am
Lunch commences at 12.55pm and finishes at 1.35pm
Students are dismissed at 3pm
On Mondays students 7-12 have recess from 10.40-11am
and lunch 1-1.40pm

YARD DUTY TIMES
Yard duty does not start until 8.20 am, even though the front
gate is open at 7.30 am.
Yard duty after school finishes at 3.20pm.
Therefore students on school grounds before and after these
times are unsupervised.

Please speak to any of the Aboriginal Education Team if you
have any questions about your child’s education.
NAKUTHA (SEE YOU LATER)!
THE ABORIGINAL EDUCATION TEAM

TERM 2 CALENDAR 2020

ADVISING STUDENT ABSENCES
Our staff work tirelessly following up attendance and the
factors for non attendance at school. We ask all families and
caregivers to communicate all absences and late arrivals.
Illness, family matters or unavoidable situations are common
and it is important for our data and student welfare that you
call the school or provide a written note the next day for any
absences.
Whole Day Absences: Please ring the school on 8182 7222
by 9 am, if your child will be absent for a whole day either
through sickness or for family reasons. This will eliminate
parents receiving an unnecessary SMS.
Using Student Diaries (Student Planner): If your child is
late or needs to sign out early for any reason e.g. medical
appointment, please write a short note in your child’s student
diary. Student Diaries are given to every student at the
beginning of each year, this is the best way to communicate
between home and school. Your child can show their teacher,
or the person in the front office or Wellbeing Hub when they
sign in or out. Students in R-2 have a Communication Book
which is used the same way.

UNIFORMS
We remind families to be aware of our school Uniform Policy,
and note that the following items are NOT to be worn at
school, parents will be rung to bring correct uniform to school.
• ‘SHORT’ SHORTS
• LEGGINGS
• RIPPED JEANS
• NON UNIFORM COLOURED BOTTOMS (BLACK OR
NAVY ONLY IS PERMITTED)
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MOBILE PHONES
The use of mobile phones is NOT PERMITTED during class
time. Phones will be confiscated until the end of the day if
they are not put away in their bags during class time. Please
ring the front office on 8182 7222 if you need a message
passed to your student.

FOOD REMINDERS
Health and Wellbeing. We are noticing that students are
bringing energy drinks to school and we ask that this is not
supported. Studies show that there are limited health benefits
found in these drinks due to the high levels of sugar, caffeine
and chemicals. We would like to see all students bringing a
drink bottle for water and healthy food to school each day to
support energy and concentration.
• POWER/ENERGY DRINKS including Mother/V/Red
Bull are not permitted and will be confiscated.
• Students who bring or are brought take away food will
be required to eat it in the front office and not take it
into the school, including MCDONALDS AND
HUNGRY JACKS

SAFETY ISSUES
• SKATE BOARDS AND SCOOTERS ARE ONLY TO BE
RIDDEN TO AND FROM SCHOOL NOT IN THE YARD
• AEROSOLS - these will be confiscated until the end of
the day, this is a serious health issue and has
resulted in students and staff requiring medical
attention.
Please note that consequences will apply if students
continue to refuse to follow instructions.

Thank you for your continued co-operation in
relation to safety and wellbeing at school.

• 10 KM PER HOUR SPEED LIMIT
• THIS IS A NO PARKING AREA
• THIS IS A SHARED ZONE, STUDENTS WILL BE
WALKING TO AND FROM SCHOOL IN THIS AREA,
PLEASE BE VIGILANT AND OBSERVE THE SPEED
LIMIT!
The boom gates are open between 8:00am – 9:30am and
2:30pm – 4:00pm approximately during operational school
days. The boom gates will be locked at all other times.
There will be a staff member on yard duty during the afternoon
from 3:00pm – 3:20pm.
Responsible use of this new area will help to reduce the
congestion on Correena Avenue and the Whites Road car
park.
Keeping our students safe is our main priority.

FREE PARENTING WEBINAR – PARENTING
THROUGH COVID-19
The Parenting and Family Support Program is excited to invite
you to attend a free webinar developed by the team to help
you with your parenting at this time and for you to refer to in
your everyday parenting. Please check the link below for more
information.
Our ‘Parenting through COVID-19’ webinar is presented by
three of our team members, Leeanne Cocks, Sophie
Allouache and Natalie Gallarello and will be offered 4 times
over the next few weeks so that you can chose a time that
best suits you.
The webinar will cover the following topics and you will have
the chance to submit your own questions to the team at the
conclusion:
• Predictability, Routines and Traditions
• Technology Safety

SAFETY IN THE SCHOOL YARD
As you are all aware the construction on the new
buildings is starting. Please do not use the Middle School
‘STAFF’ Carpark or the pedestrian gate next to the
canteen as this is part of the construction site and will
only be opened for deliveries to the canteen.
We will open the double gates next to the Middle School
building in the mornings for pedestrian access.
When dropping children off we ask that you use the kiss
and drop zone and not use the Middle School car park as
this is a safety issue.

• Talking to your children about COVID – 19
• Understanding your child’s behaviour.
Times available are:
• Saturday 16th May at 10am -11am
• Wednesday 20th May at 1.30pm - 2.30pm
• Friday 29 May at 10am - 11am
Please follow the links in the flyer attached to register.

Thank you for your cooperation.

PROTECTING YOUR CHILD ONLINE
For most of us, the Internet is part of our daily routine for
keeping in touch with family and friends.

KISS AND DROP ZONE
The Kiss & Drop Zone is between Coreena Avenue and
Halba Crescent PLEASE REMEMBER TO OBSERVE THE
FOLLOWING SAFE OPERATING PROCEDURES
• ONE WAY TRAFFIC ONLY with the entrance on
Coreena Avenue and exit onto Halba Crescent
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While it offers many benefits, there are also a range of safety
and security risks associated with internet use. Being aware of
the risks helps you make informed choices about its use.
Facebook users must be 13 years and older.
Instagram users must be 13 years and older.
Snapchat users must be 13 years and older.

Nine tips to staying safe
1. Talk with your family about good online safety.
2. Install up to date security software.
3. Turn on automatic updates on all your software.
4. Think carefully before you click on links and
attachments, particularly on social networking
sites.
5. Regularly check and adjust your privacy settings.
6. STOP and think before you post any photos or
personal information about yourself, friends or
family.
7. Report and talk to someone about anything online
that makes you feel uncomfortable or threatened.
8. Use strong passwords; change these a couple of
times a year and tell no one.
9. Regularly check with your children to know what
sites they are accessing.
When an application is used incorrectly, it has the potential to
cause harm. It is important that you openly communicate with
your child about how they are using an app and the legal and
ethical ramifications of inappropriate use. They also need to
be aware of the dangers of communicating with people they
don’t know.
Another important fact to note is that evening screen time
greatly affects sleep. Using devices before bedtime may cause
grogginess in the morning.
Mobile phones, computers and TVs emit blue light. Studies
have shown that exposure to that bluish light during the two
hours before bed can keep us from getting a good night's
rest. Therefore, it’s important to ensure that your child’s
devices are securely turned off and out of reach, well before
bedtime.

CREATING MEMORIES IN THESE DIFFICULT
TIMES
… SOMETHING TO CONSIDER
Child: "How old are you, Grandpa?"
Grandpa:"I'm 81, dear."
Child:"So does that mean you were alive during the
COVID-19 Coronavirus?"
Grandpa:"Yes, I was."
Child: Wow. That must have been horrible, Grandpa. We
were learning about that at school this week.
They told us about how all the schools had closed. And moms
and dads couldn't go to work so didn't have as much money
to do nice things.
They said that you weren't allowed to go and visit your friends
and family and couldn't go out anywhere.

EACH NEWSLETTER WE WILL PUBLISH
PARENTING HINTS

They told us that the shops and stores ran out of lots of things
so you didn't have much bread, and flour, and toilet rolls.
They told us about all those thousands of people that got very
sick and who died.
They explained how hard all the doctors and nurses and all
essential workers worked, and that lots of them died, too.
That must have been so horrible, grandpa!"
Grandpa: "Well, that is all correct, and I know that because
I read about it when I was older. But to tell you the truth I
remember it differently...
• I remember playing in the garden for hours with
mom and dad and having picnics outside and lots
of bbqs.
• I remember camping in the back yard at Easter
Time
• I remember making things and fishing with my Dad
and baking with my Mom.
• I remember making forts and learning how to do
hand stands and back flips. I remember having
quality time with my family.
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• I remember Mom's favourite words becoming
'Hey, I've got an idea...' Rather than 'Maybe later
or tomorrow I'm a bit busy'.
• I remember making our own bread and pastry. I
remember having movie night three or four times a
week instead of just one.
It was a horrible time for lots of people you are right. But…. I
remember it differently."
Remember how our children will remember these times.
Be in control of the memories they are creating right now,
so that through all the awful headlines and emotional
stories for so many that they will come to read in future
years, they can remember the happy times.

Author unknown
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'CITY OF SALISBURY NEWSLETTER
This edition is full of health and wellbeing tips, events and
information. This newsletter is available via the link below.
http://www.salisbury.sa.gov.au/livingwell

