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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

School Policy Change

Approximately a week ago we posted a
letter home to our families advising them of
a change to our hot weather policy. Under
that policy parents could sign a consent
note on page H of the middle school 2017
student planner giving their Year 7 to 10
child permission to leave the school on the
third consecutive day of a forecast temperature of 38 degrees C
or above. In addition, the consent gave permission to older
brothers and sisters to collect younger siblings from the R-6
school and take them home with them.

In order to ensure we are providing the highest levels of student
safety possible, we conducted a risk assessment and
established there was an unacceptably high risk to student
safety and wellbeing. The matter was discussed at Governing
Council and with the support of the Council we have cancelled
this policy. It is no longer a policy supported by the school.

Students are expected to remain at school for the full day
irrespective of the forecast temperature. We have a high
number of air conditioned classrooms and if needed we will
move students within the school to locate them into the coolest
rooms.

In the event of an extended power outage we will contact and
seek advice from the DECD Emergency Hotline in regards the
appropriate action. This could include contacting families by
phone, SMS, text message or our parent communication app
(Tiqbiz) seeking permission to send students home. I encourage
all our families to ensure we have accurate contact information
recorded on our student database so we could so we could
carry out this action as effectively as possible. If your contact
details have changed and you have not notified the school,
please contact our front office to update the necessary details.

We respect it is the right of parents and care givers to make
decisions that are in the best interests of their children and
so if you feel it is appropriate to keep children home during
an extended period of very hot weather, I encourage you to
follow our usual processes in notifying the school of your child’s
absence.

School Parking

In our 2016 week 6 term 4 newsletter I outlined changes to the
parking regulations around the school. We have been working
with the Salisbury Council to ensure the traffic flow around
the school is managed in a way to maximise student safety.
Recently those changes have come into effect and I have
repeated the article below for your information.

‘Kiss and Drop’ zones encourage those dropping-off or
picking-up students in motor vehicles to utilise particular areas
for this purpose and then quickly move-on. This proposal has
the benefits of: more efficient traffic flow and reductions in any
congestion; more opportunity to drop-off and pick-up students
closer to the school grounds; and increases to road safety.

‘Kiss and Drop’ zones feature the signage below, along with
dashed yellow lines on the road pavement for the extent of the
zone.

The NO PARKING symbol means you may stop for a maximum
of two minutes and the driver must be no more than three
metres from the vehicle. As per the accompanying advisory
sign, it is recommended to only stop within this zone to
immediately drop-off passengers and when passengers are at
kerb for immediate pick-up

We are continuing to work with the Salisbury Council to
investigate other solutions.

1

www.princexml.com
Prince - Non-commercial License
This document was created with Prince, a great way of getting web content onto paper.



I have asked our business manager to look into getting a quote
to create a car park on the disused land adjacent to Waterloo
Corner road. Once we have an idea of the cost to do this it
is possible we may consider establishing an additional carpark.
The school cannot use funds allocated for student learning for
a project such as this but we could look for parent “in kind”
support in building the car park, parent donations to a building
fund, Salisbury Council financial support and other financial
donations to make the project a reality. I will keep you updated
as this idea develops further.

Working Together for the Best Outcomes

It is important to remember that both parents and the school
have a shared responsibility to support children in achieving the
very best from their education. A clear and consistent approach
regarding how students attend their lessons is a great starting
point every day. Although the list below may appear to be
‘common sense’ it is important that students are reminded to
follow these everyday expectations:

On behalf of the staff of Paralowie R-12 School I would like
to thank every parent for their understanding and supportive
conversations with their children about following these simple
rules to maximise their achievements.

PETER MCKAY
PRINCIPAL

MIDDLE SCHOOL WELCOME
Hello, my name is Ben Abbott and I am
very pleased to have been appointed Senior
Leader of the Middle School at Paralowie
R-12. I have been teaching in middle school
settings since I graduated with a degree in
Upper Primary/Lower Secondary in 1993. I
have taught in local high schools, a primary
school, Port Augusta and even in New
Zealand. My knowledge and experience with adolescent
learning and development is extensive.

I see my role in three letters AAA:

Attendance - I am dedicated to ensuring that all
students attend school on time to every lesson - every
day.
Achievement - I want every student to push themselves
to achieve the best possible results and outcomes
Attitude - students need to come to school to
cooperate, put school values into action and have a
positive, growth mindset.

I am a parent of two boys aged 11 and 17 and know the
demands and responsibility being a parent involves. Your role
as parents are so important to ensuring that home is a stable,

supportive environment. I hope that you communicate regularly
with your child's Home Group teacher and/or subject teachers
if you have concerns or questions.

I have been impressed with the positive attitude of the staff
and students and Splash Day was a wonderful start to the
school year. I am looking forward to Athletics Day, Open Night
and working with the feeder schools on an exciting transition
program.

I look forward to meeting parents and carers and working
with the students in the Middle School. This is a challenging,
topsy turvy time in our lives and we all need to work together
to ensure that every student has the opportunity to become
employable, productive members of our great nation.

Ben Abbott
Senior Leader - Middle School

SPLASH DAY 2017
By Mitchell Slater, Yr 10

Splash day is an annual event designed to celebrate the start
of the year in Middle School and is an opportunity for students
to bond with new class mates, compete in friendly competition
between one another and an opportunity bring Home Groups
together. Our year 7, 8 and 9 classes spent the day at Salisbury
Swimming centre and were involved in a number of activities.

Splash Day this year was a huge success. There was fierce
competitions between Home Groups, while keeping the
sportsmanship at a high level. Everyone enjoyed their time in
the pool, competing in various events such as the ping pong
scramble, inflatable obstacles, and inflatable mattress relay.
Whilst all teams gave their best, there could only be one winner
from each age group to take home the win. This year the Splash
Day Champions were 7B, 8A and 9A/B.

We would like to thank all staff and in particular Ms Higginson
and Ms Stuart for their hard work, and time taken in getting
to the centre early to organise the events. We would also like
to thank the students from the Year 10 Specialist Sports class
who assisted in running the event on the day.

SAASTA – South Australian Aboriginal
Sports Training Academy

The SAASTA program is a unique sporting and educational
program that provides Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander high
school students with the skills, opportunities and confidence to
Dream, Believe and Achieve in the areas of sport, education,
employment and healthy living.

This year Paralowie has become a SAASTA Academy with the
program running each Monday here at school in our Resource

• Turn up to school and attend every lesson in an
organised manner

• Be in full school dress code

• Keep the mobile phone switched off and out of sight
in all learning activities

• Only leave the class with specific teacher approval
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Centre. SAASTA’s aim is to encourage every student to aim
high by raising the bar of expectation they place on themselves
and their peers in areas such as attendance, participation,
educational achievement and behaviour.

There are 14 students in the program thus far and they are all
working brilliantly towards achieving some amazing individual
and team goals. The SAASTA students look forward to sharing
their successes with the Paralowie R-12 school community
over the coming year.

Desi Philippou
Senior Leader

TIRKANTHI NEWS - NAA MARNI!
What an eventful five weeks we’ve had so far this term.
SAASTA is off and running, along with regular in-class support
for the primary support, and specialised tutoring for the high
school students. We have a new Tutor – Ashleigh Clark, who is
working with us two days per week, and primarily supports our
high school students.

Last week, all Year 8s plus the Year 3-6 Aboriginal students had
the opportunity to attend Monty (Boori) Pryor’s performance,
and experience his joy of storytelling and writing books.

We are planning a range of STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths) experiences for our Aboriginal high
school students, and will send out more information soon!

Finally, we are having a Pizza Night for all of our Aboriginal
students and their families on Tuesday, March 28 after school
in the Tirkanthi room and we will send out invites to you in the
next two weeks.

Nakutha,
THE ABORIGINAL EDUCATION TEAM
MARGY, DONALD, STEVE, TOM AND DESI

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS

AGM invitation

Parents and friends are invited to the AGM on Tuesday 4th April
at 9.15 am in the Community Centre.

Our Guest is Kim Copeland, Wellbeing Team Leader, speaking
about the Positive Education program at Paralowie. All students
are part of this dynamic program here at school, so why not
come along and find out how you can ‘fill your bucket”, and
hear about how your students are filling theirs!! We especially
invite new parents to come along and hear about P&F and
consider joining the group.

Please RSVP for catering purposes, as a delightful morning tea
will be provided. Bookings for Creche are essential (contact
Mary Jo Bellew). Thank you.

Craft Workshops

The P&F group is interested in setting up some craft
workshops. We will be sending out a survey via Tiqbiz shortly.
We are keen to hear from you. You can also call in to the
Community Centre to complete the survey.

ANDREW BOWLS THEM OVER!
With a win under his belt in the Junior Restricted Cup at
Bowland recently, Andrew Osborne is now heading to the
Junior Nationals in Sydney in April. Andrew bowled a
sensational average of 188 across the 6 games of the
tournament, with his highest score being 232! Congratulations
on a great achievement, and best wishes in Sydney.

BALI SCHOOL EXCHANGE
Paralowie R-12 School has begun to develop a sister school
partnership with a school in Kuta, Bali. The name of the school
is Sunari Loka Kuta.

We have had several of our teachers visit our sister school
over the last 9 months and when one of our 7-12 Indonesian
teachers, Hannah May, visited last December Principal Cipta
presented her with a beautiful Bali print, which we have had
framed.
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The print is featuring in our schools front office.

PETER GROVES
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL

PETER GROVES WITH INDONESIAN TEACHERS COURTNEYPETER GROVES WITH INDONESIAN TEACHERS COURTNEY
WILLIAMS, HANNAH MAY AND DWI HILLWILLIAMS, HANNAH MAY AND DWI HILL

TERM 1 CALENDAR
Please download the calendar here. Copies are also available

from the Front Office.

EARLY BIRD READING
Attention R-6 Students - Early Bird
Reading in the Library

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday - 8:20
to 8:40 am
Everyone is welcome! Come and read to
an adult, read independently or complete
a Lexile quiz! Hope to see you there!

FINANCE NEWS
THANK YOU to those families who have paid their fees in full,
submitted their School Card forms, and all who have made use
of the Direct Deposit or Direct Debit facilities and are paying
off their school fees on an instalment plan. Materials & Services
charges are due and payable by the 13th April, 2017 unless
instalment arrangements have been made with the Finance
Manager, Vicki Steel.

Payment options for those still to make payment are
as follows:

If you believe you are entitled to School Card 2017 forms and
details are available from the Finance Office.

The School Card Scheme offers financial assistance to parent/
caregivers who meet the eligibility criteria.

Income limits for applications lodged in 2017 is based on the
family's gross income in 2015/2016.

Number of
dependent

children

Gross annual
income limit

Gross weekly
income limit

1 child $37,274 $717

2 children $38,291 $737

3 children $39,308 $757

4 children $40,325 $777

5 children $41,342 $797

More than five
children

Add $1,017 for
each child

Add $20 for
each child

Eligibility for 2017 School Card assistance is dependent upon
the combined gross family income. Gross family income does
not include any amounts received for:

Family tax benefits Parts A and B
Child maintenance payments
Totally and permanently incapacitated (TPI) component
of veteran’s affairs benefits
Carers allowance.

Full details and forms can be found on the SA Government
website at:

https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/
financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme

2017 School Card application forms were sent home with
invoices in January and copies are available from the Front
Office. Your Centrelink Card is needed when completing your
application form.

Approved 2017 School Card applicants are credited with the
full amount to cover the 2017 Materials & Services Charges for
each qualifying student.

REQUIRE MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
SCHOOLCARD?
Ring the School Card Officer on Freecall: 1800 672
758

OPEN NIGHT 2017
Families of prospective Year 8 students for 2018

are invited to Open Night on March 21st.
Starting at 5.30 with a BBQ, followed by

an Information Session in the Resource Centre,
then a tour of the school.

ALL WELCOME

• Direct Debit (forms available from the school)

• Direct Credit – Paralowie R-12 School BSB: 065-122
Account No: 11026365 (REF: family code)

• Credit Card via telephone/mail

• Cash/Cheque/Money Order/EFTPOS

• You MUST fill out a form EACH year and submit it to
the school.

• You MUST fill out a separate form for EACH
SCHOOL your children are attending.
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SCHOOL POLICIES REMINDER.
UNIFORM: Some students occasionally wear jackets or other
non-school uniform clothing to keep warm. Whilst this is a
reasonable idea to and from school, it does not fit into our
school uniform policy. Once on the school grounds and
especially in class, all students need to be displaying full
school uniform. Students and parents are reminded that navy,
black and blue denim are the only colours permitted as the
lower part of their uniform e.g. jeans, track pants, shorts and
skirts. NO Leggings or jeggings are permitted at all.

HATS: As part of our Sun Smart Policy, ALL students in
Reception to Year 6 are required to wear a hat in the school
yard, if they are not wearing a hat they will be directed to a
shaded area. Hats are available in the front office for $11.50.

MOBILE PHONES: All student phones must be turned off in
all classes starting with Home Group at 8.40am. Students can
turn their phones back on for recess, lunch and straight after
school. This ensures students and their teachers maintain
their focus on teaching and learning. Parents are welcome to
ring the school on 8182 7222 if you urgently need to contact
your child.

AEROSOL SPRAYS: Students are reminded that all
AEROSOL SPRAYS are BANNED at school. They are a health
hazard to students and staff when sprayed within school
buildings. Students spraying aerosols has resulted in staff
and students requiring urgent medical treatment. This can
lead to hospitalisation in the case of severe asthmatics.
ALTERNATIVE ROLL-ON PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE. Any
student bringing AEROSOL SPRAYS to school will have them
confiscated.

EXCITING NEWS – DENTAL CLINIC
COMING THIS YEAR!
In 2017 a dental clinic service will be offered out of the R-12
school Wellbeing Hub.

We are delighted to add Alpha Mobile Dentistry to our
current services. Soon, all students R-12 will receive
information that explains how this service will operate. Please
read through this information and return the consent form to
Class or Home Group Teacher if you are interested in the
service.

On receipt of your child’s consent form, Alpha Mobile
Dentistry will check eligibility and advise parents if they are
able to have their child’s treatment bulk billed through
Medicare.

SCHOOL BANKING PROGRAM 2017
School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young
Australians to learn about money and develop good savings
habits. Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver
account through School Banking earn Dollarmites tokens,
which they can save up and redeem for exciting rewards.

The rewards available during 2017
are:

Getting involved in School Banking is easy!

All you need to get involved in the School Banking program is
a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account. You can open an
account for your child in one of two ways:

1. Online

Visit the Commonwealth Bank Website and click on the link to
open a Youthsaver account.

2. In branch

Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with identification for
yourself and your child, like a driver’s licence and birth
certificate.

If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver
account they can start banking straight away. They just need to
bring their deposit in every week on School Banking day using
their Dollarmites deposit wallet.

School Banking day is Thursday of each week in the
Rescource Centre from 8.30 – 9.00 a.m.

A 2017 School Banking program information pack has been
distributed to students. If you would like more information
please contact Vicki Steel, School Banking Coordinator or visit
the link below

http://www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking

FREE PARENTING SA SEMINAR ON 22
MARCH 2017 AT THE ADELAIDE
CONVENTION CENTRE, 7-9PM.

The seminar will be presented by Kirrilie Smout, an Adelaide
psychologist working with children, teens and their parents.

Please check the link for more information.

SCHOOL BELL TIMES
School commences at 8.40am

Recess commences at 11.05 and finishes at 11.25am
Lunch commences at 12.55 and finishes at 1.35pm

School finishes for the day at 3pm

• Cyber Handball

• Colour Change Markers

• 3D Chalk Set

• Tablet Case

• Smiley Emoji Keyring

• Volt Handball

• Pencil + Tech Case

• Epic Earphones
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RIVERDALE OUT OF HOURS SCHOOL
CARE SERVICE

Provide before and after school care

Please ring Riverdale Out of Hours School Care on 8182
4916, if you require out of hours care for your children.

Students are dropped off at Paralowie R-12 School before
school and collected at the end of the school day.

GIRL SOCCER PLAYERS NEEDED
We are a local soccer club with vacancies in our girls teams,
please check the links below for more details

IRISH DANCING VACANCIES
Classes are for pupils from 4 years of age including Adults

Reasonable prices.
Classes at Salisbury are Saturday mornings and Monday

Evenings.
For enquires phone: 0429 520 227 or 0405 244 181

CITY OF SALISBURY FREE TUTORING
SERVICE

Please follow the link below to obtain more information for
students to access this free service from the Salisbury

Council

2017 JUNIOR RUGBY LEAGUE SEASON
COMMENCES SOON

Eels Rugby League Club invites any interested players, 6 –
18 to come to a Come’n’Try event on

Friday 17th March from 5-6pm
LJ Lewis Reserve, Stirling Street, Northfield

You’ll have the opportunity to meet the club coaches for
2017 as well as experience some coaching and minor

games. For more information contact the NRLSA Offices on
8244 4497 or check the website.

http://www.playnrl.com/
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