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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Welcome back!

I’d like to give a special welcome to new
students and their families who are joining
us this term. With Mr Peter McKay on leave
for 5 weeks we have Mr David Kinna as
Deputy Principal, Ms Kyra Stuart as Senior
Leader, Ms Justine Higginson as the H & PE
Coordinator. Samuel Fergusson has joined

us in the H & PE faculty and Dominiek Neall in the English
Faculty.

As you are more than likely aware, Ms Nat Carling has won a
Senior Leader position at Trinity Gardens PS and we have Mrs
Kim Copeland in behind Nat as the R-6 Senior Leader and Ms
Tegan Oxley behind Kim as the R-6 Counsellor.

I would also like to welcome Daniella Pisani, Jess Forde, Teresa
Nguyen, Amanda Drury and Michelle Norton to our school staff.

I would like to wish students all the best for a positive and
successful term and again look forward to looking through end
of term reports to see improvement on last term’s efforts.

Respect and Tolerance

Our Education Department (DECD), has clear guidelines around
harassment and bullying. At Paralowie R-12 School, I think our
students and staff work hard at implementing these guidelines.
Paralowie R-12 School has approximately 40 different world
cultures represented in their student and staff population and
we need to respect each and every culture. The opposite to this
can be perceived as racism and Paralowie R-12 says NO to
that. Tolerance, Respect and Safety is expected so we ask that
families discuss with their children ‘what Tolerance, Respect
and Safety looks like’ at school and in the classroom.

Student focus for Term 2

Term 2 is significant for students in Years 10 and 11. At Year
10 and 11 all subjects are semester length subjects with week
8 of this term signalling the end of the semester. This means
there are only 5 weeks to ensure students are achieving at a
satisfactory level.

In Year 10, the Personal Learning Plan (PLP) subject is a
compulsory must pass SACE subject and so any student not
completing with a C grade or better is setting themselves up for
an additional workload next semester. Students cannot achieve
their SACE without a successful pass in the PLP. I therefore ask
all students to make sure they are successful in completing the
required work to avoid an additional load next semester.

There are similar requirements at Year 11. All students are
required to satisfactorily pass 2 semesters of English and at
least one semester of Maths. Again, failure to complete either
one of these subjects to a satisfactory standard in semester one
will mean an additional workload to be covered next semester
or possibly next year in addition to Year 12 subjects.

Meeting Deadlines

In relation to the above paragraph one area of particular
concern across all year levels is the number of students who
fail to submit tasks by the due date. As you understand we
all have deadlines or due dates to meet in all areas of life. We
believe developing the capacity to meet deadlines through goal
setting and good time management practices is an important
social skill for us to promote in our students. We understand
that at times there are other factors that impact on our ability
to complete tasks and meet deadlines. Our school has a policy
in place to allow students to discuss their particular situation
with the teacher and negotiate and extension if needed, but
this needs to occur prior to the due date unless there are
circumstances that arise overnight.

However, despite having these processes in place we are still
faced with students who fail to meet the required deadlines.
In an effort to support these students to meet their due date
obligations we are introducing a new strategy called
“Completion for Success” (C4S). Students who do not submit
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work by the due date will be invited to attend “catch up support
tutorials” with the Senior Leadership group at lunch times. The
intent is obvious, students are supported to complete the
required work and supported to develop social capability in
developing an understanding of meeting due dates – a skill they
will definitely need to be proficient at in their adult life.

Car Park Safety

Our school was built for 1,200 – 1,300 students and at the
moment we have approximately 1,400 students. Our car parks
are tight and we need your help to care for our students, staff
and other parents. Please drive slowly and follow our signs. The
Whites Road car park will have new yellow paint going down in
a fortnight to signify our ‘No Parking’ areas. We need this space
for our After School Care bus to be able to manoeuvre around
and safely collect our smaller students.

Parents Visiting the School

There are often times when families need to speak to teachers
or their child. We understand that these moments arise,
however all visitors including parents need to come to the
Whites Road entrance and come to the front office Reception
area. A staff member will assist you and parents are required
to wait until the staff member or student can come down to
the office. If staff are unavailable then an appointment will need
to be made, parents can do this by leaving their name and
phone number and asking the staff member to ring to make an
appointment.

Thank you for your support in these matters.

Dance Program

After winning a substantial grant for implementing a dance
program in 2015 we upgraded our 7-12 Drama Space during
2016. This year in Term 3 we will begin a dance program for
our Year 7 students. We welcome the new Dance teacher, Mr
Nigel Major-Henderson.

Thank you to our Volunteers

National Volunteer Week was celebrated recently, and here at
Paralowie we are fortunate to have many parents and friends
who volunteer their time across our school, assisting in
classrooms and working on a number of school committees.
We very much appreciate your efforts.

PETER GROVES
PRINCIPAL

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN R-6?
Dear families,

Welcome back to what is shaping up to be, another busy term.

We sadly said farewell to Natalie Carling who won a leadership
position at another school. We wish Nat all the best and
welcome Kim Copeland who will be working in this position for
Term 2.

Wellbeing and Positive Education is always an ongoing focus
and is embedded into everyday school routine. Staff
Professional Development will continue around mathematics, in

particular, the Proficiencies (Problem Solving, Understanding,
Reasoning and Fluency) within Assessment and Moderation.
Further on in the newsletter in ‘Mathematicians Corner’, I will
explain the next step in developing mathematical mastery and
some ideas for how you can help your child. It is a common
misunderstanding that you’re either born with a math brain or
you are not. Everyone can learn ‘to do’ mathematics. If you
have ever felt like I can’t do maths, then by helping your child,
you can help improve your own understanding – the best way
to learn is by doing.

What’s New?

The new recess and lunch play zones are working well with
children feeling safer in the yard. We will continue to look at
expanding play options for the children and we are always open
to suggestions. I am a passionate believer in utilising all time
within the school day for learning. Whether it is academic or
social, play time is a great time for children to further develop
their co-operation and social skills. Within the next few months,
we are expecting the arrival of an Imagination Playground. If you
would like to see what this is, please follow the link below. (PS:
The children may have to compete with the teachers to play
with this fantastic resource)

http://www.imaginationplayground.com

As rubbish is a real issue, you will notice that there are new bins
around the school. Birds are partly to blame as they dig for food
in the old bins.

If you have any questions, please come and see me or make
contact via my school email:
jennifer.young927@schools.sa.edu.au

Kindest regards

JENN YOUNG
HEAD OF R-6

POSITIVE EDUCATION IN EL4
In EL4 we have been doing a lot to be positive including mindful
activities and gratitude’s.

At the end of each day we write one thing that we were grateful
for in the day and put it in our ‘Gratitude Jar’. This allows us
to reflect on at least one positive in the day to help finish our
day on a high and go home feeling happy. We have sorted and
counted all the different things that we are grateful for and we
graphed the result.
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We also love mindfulness in EL4 as it helps us relax and reset
our focus ready to work after breaks. Last term we were lucky
enough to have Mrs Copeland come into the class and show
us how to make our very own mindful jars. The mindful jar is a
meditation tool to use when you are feeling angry or stressed.
When you shake the jar, the glitter (your thoughts) are all shook
up and everywhere. You then watch them slowly settle while
you calm down.

Miss Tegan and EL4

R-6 CODING CLUB
Every Thursday at lunchtime, students in the R-6 years levels
are welcome to come and join our Coding Club. The aim of
the club is to engage children in Computer Sciences beyond
their weekly Digital Technology lessons and allow them to gain
a practical understanding of basic coding.

Using computers and iPads, students learn to write and
sequence instructions using drag and drop programming and
basic JavaScript. Students who have participated this year
already have been busy creating interactive games, stories and
animations, whilst also solving fun puzzles. Some students have
also been busy building and programming their own robots!

The benefits of learning coding at a young age are enormous
and include the development of problem-solving skills,
computational thinking, persistence, collaboration, and a
deeper understanding of a range of mathematical concepts and
language. Most importantly for a lunchtime club, the students
really enjoy it!

NICOLE SANDER
R-6 DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES TEACHER

FINANCE NEWS – Material & Services
Charges 2017

Thank you to families who have paid, or made arrangements for
2017 Materials & Services (M&S) charges.

We wish to advise that 2017 M&S charges are now overdue
unless instalment arrangements have been made with the
Finance Team or a School Card application has been
submitted.

Payment options for those still to make payment are as follows:

School Card 2017 forms and details are available from the
Finance Office. A form must be filled in each year and at each
school that your children attend.

MATHEMATICIANS CORNER

Mathematics is the science of pattern and order

Last newsletter we explored the Principles of Counting. I cannot
stress how important it is for children to master these 5
principles.

The next mastery stage in the developmental continuum is
learning to count on and then backwards by ones, starting at
any number, first to 5 then 10, 20 (Reception), 50, 100+ (Year
1 onwards) and so on, as they progress through school.

Why is this important?

You can help develop you child’s fluency (instant
recall of number facts) by:

If you would like additional information or resources to use at
home, you could ask your child’s teacher or come and see me.
I am more than happy to help you out with resources.

If parents are interested, I am happy to run some mathematics
workshops in the Community Centre.

Please email me at: jennifer.young927@schools.sa.edu.au

Kindest regards

JENN YOUNG
HEAD OF R-6

• Direct Debit (forms available from the school)

• Direct Credit – Paralowie R-12 School BSB: 065-122
Account No: 11026365 (REF: family code)

• Credit Card via telephone/mail

• Cash/Cheque/Money Order/EFTPOS

1. Children need to understand the concepts of more
than/less than – i.e. that 6 is one more than 5 and
one less than 7.

2. Counting on and counting back is one of the first
strategies that children will use with simple addition
and subtraction.

3. It will help children as they develop their
understanding of the language pattern associated
with number sequences. Other than the language
oddities associated with eleven, twelve, there is the
language pattern of: thirteen, fourteen, fifteen sixteen,
seventeen, eighteen, nineteen & one, twenty-one,
thirty-one, forty-one, etc. & two, twenty-two,
thirty-two, forty-two, etc. and so on.

• Playing counting games such as “What is the number
‘before’ and ‘after’ a particular number?”

• Using number lines and 100 grids to count on and
back

• Games such as Snakes and Ladders, Ludo, etc.
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On the first day back at school, children had a wonderful
imaginative playtime

with cardboard boxes and bits of fabric!

PAST STUDENT ESTHER SHINES A LIGHT
ON REFUGEES

It was delightful to see a confident and passionate presentation
by our past student Esther Nichun at a recent Conference
focussing on humanitarian settlement in SA. The workshop was
hosted by the Australian Migrant Resource Centre and DECD.
Esther shared her experiences growing up in a new country and
highlighted the importance of support from family, school and
the community.

Esther now mentors with the Migrant Resurce Centre, and
assists new arrivals, helping on events such as youth camps
and bike rides, and she also spends time interpreting and
supporting young people and their families. Esther is keen to
encourage other young people to share their time with
organisations like the Migrant Resource Centre to support their
work in the community.

Esther is currently studying nursing and is enjoying the
challenges of university life.

Congratulations Esther, on your special contribution to our
community.

Attention R-6 Students

Early Bird Reading in the
Library

Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday
8:20-8:40am
Everyone is welcome! Come
and read to an adult read
independently or complete a
Lexile quiz!
See you there.

Miss Carlee

TIRKANTHI NEWS

Naa marni!

Kaurna Language Program

This program has commences for our Year 6, 7 and 8
Aboriginal students on Mondays, with 20 students now
involved.

Awards for Aboriginal students

We have created an award system specifically for our Aboriginal
students. The awards are in three categories:

Academic Achievement
Positive Behaviour
High Attendance.

These awards come from teacher nominations for students’
behaviours and achievements in class or around school.

We are very pleased to see the following students win one
or more of the Tirkanthi Awards this term, including: Brenton
Carr, Aaron Boyle, Livi Williams-Roberts, Glenn Manhire, Sienna
Peck, Ashalee Jones, Keeley Elliot, DJ Stevens, Paul
Koolmatrie, Anthony Koolmatrie, Deklan McEwan, Lauren
Mortimer, Savaria Sansbury, Rieley Taylor, Arnold Tripp, Josh
Bailey, Janelle Abdulla, Hayley Pumpa, Luke Bottrell, Delicia
McEwan, Kaynan Kranz-Hill, John Hollitt, Laila Tessman,
Shaniessa McInerney, Jorjia Kranz-Hill and Jai Taylor. Well done
to those students!
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What’s coming up?

We’ve got a MASSIVE term ahead with the McLeod Challenge
in Week 2, the Aboriginal STEM Club starting Week 3,
Reconciliation Week occurring in Week 5 and NAIDOC Week in
Week 11! Stay tuned…

Nakutha,

THE ABORIGINAL EDUCATION TEAM
MARGY, DONALD, STEVE, TOM AND DESI

2017 YEAR 12 FORMAL
The Year 12 Formal for 2017 was a night to remember! The
event was held on Friday 5th May at the National Wine Centre.
Thank you to the students and staff for making this such a
memorable event.

The feedback our students received from the photographer, DJ
and security staff regarding their polite and friendly attitudes
was outstanding. This was undoubtedly one of the most
memorable nights of a Year 12 student’s high school
experience.

Out of school uniform, it was a lovely change to see the class
of 2017 dressed so elegantly; the girls all looked beautiful and
all of the boys looked dashingly handsome. A highlight was
definitely seeing a majority of the staff boogying on the dance
floor, led by Mr Grove’s exceptional dancing skills.

This is an event we will all cherish in the years to come!

MS AMANDA NOTTAGE
AND THE FORMAL COMMITTEE

SPORTS VOUCHERS PROGRAM WORTH
$50

All primary school-aged children from Reception to Year 7 are
eligible to receive a subsidy of up to $50 towards the cost of
sports fees or sporting club membership each calendar year.
The aim of these vouchers is to encourage children to try a new
sport or to keep them playing a sport they are already involved
with.

Vouchers can be used to subsidise membership or participation
fees for a sporting activity or progam which involve a weekly
match or training opportunity for at least 10 weeks.

Visit the Sports Vouchers Program website, where you can
download a sports voucher and find out more about the
program.

http://www.sportsvouchers.sa.gov.au/

SCHOOL POLICIES REMINDERS
UNIFORM: Some students occasionally wear jackets or other
non-school uniform clothing to keep warm. Whilst this is a
reasonable idea to and from school, it does not fit into our
school uniform policy. Once on the school grounds and
especially in class, all students need to be displaying full school
uniform. Students and parents are reminded that navy, black
and blue denim are the only colours permitted as the lower part
of their uniform e.g. jeans, track pants, shorts and skirts. NO
leggings are permitted at all.

HATS: As part of our Sun Smart Policy, ALL students in
Reception to Year 6 are required to wear a hat in the school
yard, if they are not wearing a hat they will be directed to a
shaded area. Hats are available in the front office for $11.50.

MOBILE PHONES: All student phones must be turned off in
all classes starting with Home Group at 8.40am. Students can
turn their phones back on for recess, lunch and straight after
school. This ensures students and their teachers maintain their
focus on teaching and learning. Parents are welcome to ring the
school on 8182 7222 if you urgently need to contact your child.

AEROSOL SPRAYS: Students are reminded that all AEROSOL
SPRAYS are BANNED at school. They are a health hazard
to students and staff when sprayed within school buildings.
Students spraying aerosols has resulted in staff and students
requiring urgent medical treatment. This can lead to
hospitalisation in the case of severe asthmatics. THERE ARE
ALTERNATIVE ROLL-ON PRODUCTS THAT CAN BE USED.
Any student bringing AEROSOL SPRAYS to school will have
them confiscated.

SCIENCE NEWS

Paralowie Girls STEM club

The STEM club aims to help girls reach their potential through
exposing them to new experiences, successful role models and
helping them believe that they can achieve their goals. The
program is offered over 2 days at the end of each term.

Day One is designed as an incursion held at the school where
the girls are involved in an alternative program for the day.
Industry and universities partnership help enrich the program
and this term we had the support of Johanna Aldersey PhD
student and Engineers Without Borders who came to the
school.

The girls were set a challenge by the Engineers Without
Borders, (EWB) team from Adelaide University to build the
strongest floating house aiming to hold the most marbles
without sinking.

The EWB team delivered the workshop, “Appropriate Housing”
- how to create appropriate and sustainable housing in
developing countries. The program highlighted the
humanitarian engineering and global challenges such as water,
sanitation construction and climate change.
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Johanna Aldersey, PhD student who is currently conducting
her research in the school of Animal and Veterinary Sciences
shared her journey from school to now, how she became
interested in sciences, the opportunities she’s taken and the
research that she does.

Our “awesome” Paralowie school female teachers set
challenges: Ms Robyn Mortimer challenged the girls to create
their own “Girl Power” web page and Ms Ingrid Oswald
connected STEM with Art, History and Human Endeavour using
past astronomers such as Nicolaus Copernicus(1473-1543)
and Claudius Ptolemy (AD 90- 168). The girls worked in teams
to create mechanical solar systems using paper. What
extraordinary female role models!

On the second day, the girls went on an excursion, visiting
the Adelaide zoo where they worked in teams using scientific
observation skills to record and analyse the behaviour patterns
of their chosen animal. The walk to the Rundle Street mall for
lunch was enjoyed by all.

My favourite part was seeing the kangaroos, pandas and going
shopping in the city and building floating houses. - Samantha
McGuire 7HGA

Spending time outside of school and socialising with new
people- Amanda Kube 9HGA

The zoo was great because of all the animals and how we
observed them. We learnt a lot. –Lillee-Mae Perry 8HGD

The best part of the STEM excursion apart from shopping and
eating was making new friends. - Ester Kidega 8HGF

Today I enjoyed going to the city with a bunch of really nice girls
and go to the zoo and experience a lot. – Nikki-Anne Stretton
8HGF

MRS MARY AGRIOS
SCIENCE COORDINATOR

YOUTH MUSIC IDENTITY PROFILE
At the end of 2016 Paralowie R-12 School was successful
in winning a grant funded Music Program to be delivered in
2017.

The Youth Music Identity Profile was run by the University of
South Australia and a selected group of students from a variety
of different cultures worked together to form a Cultural Music
Identity.

Uni SA lecturers Dr Daniela Kaleva, Dr Alison Elder and Philip
van Hout worked with 17 Year 9 and 10 students involving
5 sessions. Students were taught how music is scientifically
created, and students were taken through a virtual timeline of
how we listen to music on musical devices, and how music tells
us stories.

Students were highly engaged throughout the 5 sessions and
at the end of the program designed a Youth Music Cultural
Identity about their musical experiences, which reflected their
musical interests based on their cultural heritage.

We would like to thank the University of South Australia and the
Multicultural Education and Languages Committee (MELC) for
delivering 5 fantastic workshops for our students.

STUART BANYTIS
ARTS COORDINATOR

SANDY STUART
SENIOR LEADER

GIRLS YEAR 10 HEALTH AND MOVEMENT
CLASS

This semester the class has been trialling Paralowie’s new ‘girls
only’ course. The subject aims to develop the girl’s overall
health and engage them in movement which will encourage
lifelong participation in various physical activities. As part of
this course, the girls have been participating in weekly Body
Balance lessons. Whilst these classes are challenging
(especially the ‘abs’ tracks!) they have been a highlight for the
girls and every student has made huge improvements over the
course of term 1. The girls end each session with ‘mindfulness’
(pictured) and students share a ‘speck of gold’ with the class,
something positive that has happened in their week. Students
always have some great things to share with their peers and we
look forward to hearing from each class member.

As a class, we have also explored the PERMA+ model and
discussed what it means to be ‘healthy’. The girls have
completed self-reflections and participated in group activities to
evaluate achievable things they can do to improve their overall
health and wellbeing.

Lastly, some of you may have seen us on our Monday morning
community walk. This is a great way to start the week and
girls have the chance to chat with their friends about their
weekend or just walk quietly to prepare for the week ahead.
We are getting quicker each week and we are keeping our
fingers crossed the weather remains clear as winter draws
closer so we can continue this wonderful activity. Thanks to Ms
Robertson who has been joining us each week.
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TERM 2 CALENDAR
Please download the calendar here. Copies are available from
the Front Office.

2017 PUBLIC EDUCATION AWARDS

Recognising Excellence!

The Public Education Awards recognise the
achievements of teachers, leaders and support staff
across the state.

Why not nominate a staff member who has contributed
outstanding work in our school community.

To find out more information contact (08) 8226 2339 or
visit the link below.

http://www.decd.sa.gov.au/awards

For a copy of the application guide, please email
PublicEducationAwards@sa.gov.au

Nominations are open from May 1st – May 31st, 2017
and finalists will be announced on 21st August, 2017

SCHOOL BELL TIMES
School commences at 8.40am

Recess commences at 11.05 and finishes at 11.25am
Lunch commences at 12.55 and finishes at 1.35pm

School finishes for the day at 3pm

2017 NATIONAL EXCELLENCE IN
TEACHER AWARDS (NEiTA)

ASG NEiTA is one of the only independent Nations
Awards Programs where early childhood and school
communities – individual parents, school councils,
committees of management, parents associations,
secondry student councils, and community organisations

– can publicly recognise and encourage inspirational
teachers, directors and principals who are committed to
excellence in education.

This is your opportunity to nominate outstanding teachers
and leaders in your community that are making a
difference to children’s education.

For more information please call 1800 624 487 or visit the
link below or to nominate a teacher go to the link below.

http://www.asg.com.au/neita

http://www.asg.com.au/nominate

Closing date for nominations is 3rd July, 2017.
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