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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Multicultural Welcome Mural

Congratulations to Mary Jo and the many
parents who worked together with a local
artist to design and produce a large
“Welcome” sign for our Community Centre.
The Community Centre has long been
recognised as one of the most outstanding
features of Paralowie R-12 School and the

sign is just another example of the excellent work Mary Jo and
Selia do to provide and facilitate a welcoming, productive and
collaborative space for our parents. The sign recognises the
multicultural diversity of our school as it displays the word for
“welcome” in a variety of different languages. Next time you are
in the school take a walk past the Community Centre and check
out the sign, it really is worth the look.

Understanding the Australian Curriculum

In the last newsletter I started a short series on the general
capabilities of the Australian Curriculum and why it is important
to develop them as an integrated part of the learning process.
This week I will look at Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) and Critical and Creative Thinking.

Information and Communication Technology: Many
students are growing up with the internet and technology as a
normal part of life. Information and communication technology
(ICT) in the Australian Curriculum captures the way technology
is used in our world, and aims to help students use
technologies to enhance their school and community lives.
They learn to develop and apply these important skills and
social and ethical practices in the specific learning areas.

There are 5 parts to the ICT capability:

Students develop ICT capability as they use digital tools to find
and analyse information, communicate safely and effectively,
and manage digital systems. They develop and apply social and
ethical ‘rules’ to manage and operate ICT in many diverse ways.
Some examples of the ways in which ICT is being used in our
school include;

• applying social and ethical practices when using ICT
– recognising intellectual property, maintaining

security and safety in online environments and
identifying the impacts of ICT in society

• investigating with ICT – locating, generating and
accessing data and information to investigate
questions, topics or problems using ICT

• creating with ICT – generating ideas, plans and
processes to create solutions to challenges

• communicating with ICT – sharing and exchanging
ideas, information and solutions with different
audiences

• managing and operating ICT – applying technical
knowledge and skills to use appropriate digital
technologies to investigate, create and communicate.

• Students accessing and developing texts that feature
print, visual and audio elements using ICT. They
consider how their texts can be shared with others
and how their work may be used by others.

• Observing, measuring and recording data using
appropriate digital technologies and ensuring
accuracy. They operate different devices to
undertake tasks and manage the data and
information on different networks.

• Students might use ICT to collaboratively generate
ideas and develop plans. In groups or working alone,
they select, compare and justify choices of
information, materials, tools, equipment and
techniques to effectively create solutions.
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You can help your child develop ICT capability by:

Critical and creative thinking is essential for students to
become successful learners.

This general capability has 4 main parts:

During their primary and secondary school years, students
develop critical and creative thinking as they imagine
possibilities, consider alternatives, and create innovative
solutions. They apply logic and reasoning to develop a course
of action, and weigh up the consequences.

Some examples of the ways we are supporting the
development of critical and creative thinking skills here at
Paralowie include;

You can help your child develop critical and creative thinking by:

PETER MCKAY
PRINCIPAL

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN R-6?

Young ICT Explorers Challenge – 2nd Place!

On Saturday the 19th of August, a team of primary school
students represented the school at the Young ICT Explorers
Challenge which was held at the University of South Australia.
The team, which included Mwinyi from EL2, Isabella, and
Jeremiah, Gabby and Michael (all from EL4) were invited to
attend the event after designing a robot over the course of a
term and submitting a report and proposal to the judging panel.

The team arrived at the Materials and Minerals building at the
university at 8am where they could set up their project and
explore the lecture rooms and see the labs. Following this, there
was a welcoming ceremony in one of the university lecture
rooms, where students were debriefed on the day’s procedures
and the judging criteria. Our students had a bit of a wait before
their presentation, so they took the opportunity to visit the
competition and see what designs other students had come
up with. At 11:15, it was Paralowie’s turn to present their
robot to a judging panel of academia, industry partners and
ICT professionals. During this presentation, students had 5
minutes to pitch their project to the judges. Judges then had
five minutes to ask questions. Our students used their time
well and explained how they had developed a prototype of
robot that would dispense toothpaste automatically for those
with limited mobility in their arms. Although it did have some
teething problems, the students were able to demonstrate the
capabilities of their robot and explain the process they took in
creating it.

Following their presentation, students were treated to a
delicious lunch of Subway sandwiches, muffins and cakes,
before making their way back to the lecture hall to listen to a
keynote speech and the actual award ceremony.

During the award ceremony, the judges explained how proud all
of the participants should be given that only 17 of the 26 teams
who had submitted their applications were invited to attend the
day’s judging an event – an impressive feat in itself and one
our students were pretty chuffed with this regardless of the
judges’ verdicts. It was finally time to announce the winners
and imagine our students’ joy when it was announced that they
had won 2nd place! For their second place, our students each
received a $100 gift card, a certificate and a day they won’t
soon forget.

This is the first time that Paralowie R-12 School has competed
in the competition and our students should be immensely
proud. I would personally like to thank the parents and staff who
came and supported the students throughout the day. I would

• taking an interest in what your child is doing with ICT
and asking them to show you how it works

• talking about safety and security issues relating to
online activities

• talking about the positive ways ICT is used in family
life and how decisions can be made about its use

• considering how ICT contributes to your child’s
problem solving and thinking skills.

• posing questions, gathering, organising and
processing information and ideas

• imagining possibilities, suggesting alternatives,
seeking solutions and putting ideas into action

• talking about and giving reasons for their thinking and
applying knowledge in new situations

• applying logic and reasoning, drawing conclusions
and designing a course of action, and evaluating
procedures and results.

• In Design and Technology students analyse social,
ethical and sustainability factors that have an impact
on their designed solutions, including the production
processes involved.

• In Humanities and Social Sciences, students
consider social, environmental, economic and
community issues and make plans for personal or
group action. Students are encouraged to think
critically and creatively to propose actions to create
future water security for example.

• In mathematics, students learn that there is more
than one way to approach mathematical problems,
and develop and use a range of different strategies
for problem solving. Students pose questions, and
organise and summarise data sets. They interpret
their results and draw conclusions based on the
evidence.

• encouraging them to explore, come up with
questions and find out how things work

• asking them to think of different ways to solve
problems

• providing choices of activities that involve planning
and decision making

• asking them to describe their thinking and give
reasons for it

• showing them it is OK to make mistakes

• sharing your mistakes and what you learnt from them

• valuing their ideas and efforts.
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also like to congratulate Mwinyi, Isabella, Gabby, Michael and
Jeremiah on their amazing effort over the past term!

Hopefully we’ll see more students participate in the challenge in
2018!

Nicole Sander
R-6 Digital Technologies Teacher

Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) in R-6.

Recently students from R-6 participated in a STEM video which
was produced by DECD. The video features work that the
students have been focussing on throughout the year. You will
find a description of the work being done by the students on
link below:

As you would be aware, work will begin shortly on the new
STEM facilities which will enable students to access the latest
technology equipment and resources to support their STEM
learning into the future.

We hope you enjoy the STEM video.

Click here to view the R-6 STEM video which is located on the
school website.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1MMJTaKXTdo

Want to help your child with their
learning?

If you’re looking for tips and ideas to help you nurture your
child’s potential, then how about trying the Learning Potential
App.

Learning Potential has hundreds of articles on all aspects of
your child’s learning and development, from the early years to

the end of high school, with more articles added all the time!
You can also browse by the categories, or enter a topic in the
search box. All the content is available free of charge and it
can be download through the App Store or Google Play.

Also, if your child is in primary school (R-7), the complementary
Learning Potential Resources website has great ways you can
reinforce the skills your child is developing in the classroom.

https://www.learningpotential.edu.au/

Thanks

KIM COPELAND
R-6 STUDENT WELLBEING LEADER

CHARACTER STRENGTH AWARDS
Congratulations to these student pictured, who have recently
received awards at assembly.

COMMUNITY CENTRE MULTICULTURAL
MURAL LAUNCHED!

Over the past few months, many parents have been busy
designing, creating and painting a beautiful Welcome Mural for
the Community Centre. We have a very diverse community
made up of so many cultural groups. The parents decided it
was a special way to welcome and include all our families and
students to Paralowie. The artwork is bright and colourful, and
features many significant icons from a number of our cultural
groups including a welcome in many different languages.

Thank you to all the parents who were
involved and dedicated so much time, effort
and energy, not to mention inspirational
creativity to the project. Our launch
celebration was very special event. Selia
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has been busy producing a powerpoint presentation of the
whole project, including the launch event – when you have a
spare 10 minutes, call in to the front office and have a look.
Also, check out our latest Community Centre Update for more
on the project.

Thank you to Selia Mrkic for helping to manage this wonderful
project, our artist Simon (Storre) Burt, and also Brad Brown
who assisted in with many technical aspects. Thank you to
Community Centres SA who contributed some grant funding to
the project.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c89E2DkH2_Y

STUDENTS SUPPORTING STUDENTS
In Term 2, students from 8A and 8B joined up to discuss what
it means to be kind and how we could join together to pass on
some kindness to random strangers around the school.

The students watched a couple of thought-provoking videos
about kindness, giving and the ways people show they care.
Then, they brainstormed ideas about what we could give and
what people need. For example, a breath, some silence or a
pick-me-up. Each student then wrote two or more cards to
represent this ‘need’.

In Term 3, the cards were put on display in C-block with the
caption ‘Take What You Need’ for all students in the high
school to view and take a card if needed. These year 8 students
learnt what it means to give without expecting anything in return
and with that, brightened up the days of many students and
teachers at Paralowie.

Regards,
ALANA ATTWOOD and KELLY HOLMES

SAPSASA BOYS YR 6/7 SOCCER
On Friday 25th September, teachers Greg Frost and Daniella
Pisani took 18 students to SAPSASA for boys Year 6/7 Soccer.
Our team did a great job playing 5 games and were undefeated!
We placed 2nd in our division after winning 3 games and
drawing the other 2. We scored some fantastic goals and saved
quite a few too. All the boys showed great sportsmanship,
enthusiasm and demonstrated the schools values throughout
the day making sure Paralowie was well represented and
behaved in a positive manner. They worked together as a

solid team by communicating with each other on the field and
encouraging others.

A big thank you to all the students for putting in an outstanding
effort. Once again congratulations on placing 2nd and being
undefeated.

DANIELLA PISANI & GREG FROST

DEBATE SQUAD UPDATE
The Paralowie Debate Squad continue to make our school
proud. They finished six rounds of debating in the top two
places after achieving consecutive wins.

After placing first (Paralowie A) and second (Paralowie B),
the teams proceeded to the Quarter Finals on Wednesday 23
August at Twelve25 in Salisbury. Along with six other teams,
the Squad worked hard to prepare for the topic “that everyone
should be vegan”.

Paralowie A unfortunately faced a forfeit which meant they
couldn’t showcase their hard-work and dedication to
improvement. Of course, they didn’t just sit out the day, helping
Paralowie B as they finished preparations and shook off
nerves.

Paralowie B captained by Rayme Truong (Yr 10) competed
against Salisbury East C who definitely brought their A-game to
the day. In a nail-biting debate, the competition flew fast and
furious as both teams fought for dominance. In the end, our
team showed their true grit by winning with scores of 95, 99.5,
and 100! A truly amazing effort for Kelly Nguyen (Yr 9), Paulo
Valdrez (Yr 10) and Rayme Truong.

Now, both Paralowie teams will proceed to the semi-finals in
Week 7 to debate “that automation is the way of the future” and
hopefully secure a place in the grand finale.

Good luck to them both!

ALANA ATTWOOD
DEBATE MENTOR

PARALOWIE A - RACHAEL MORRISSEY, JESSICA WELLS,PARALOWIE A - RACHAEL MORRISSEY, JESSICA WELLS,
BROOKE PADDICK, LEAH SMITHBROOKE PADDICK, LEAH SMITH
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PARALOWIE B - PAULO VALDREZ, KELLY NGUYEN,PARALOWIE B - PAULO VALDREZ, KELLY NGUYEN,
MASOUMEH RAHIMI, RAYME TRUONG, KAITLYN LEEMASOUMEH RAHIMI, RAYME TRUONG, KAITLYN LEE

WEAR IT PURPLE DAY 2017
On Friday 25th August, Paralowie School celebrated Wear It
Purple Day. The purpose of Wear It Purple Day is to celebrate
student diversity, and in particular students who identify as
intersex, transgender or same sex attracted.

This year our school hosted two Wear It Purple Day events.
In the morning there was a special purple themed Breakfast
Club where students were treated to purple pancakes. Our
Positive Ed Mentors cooked the barbeque and helped with the
organisation of this event.

Then at lunch time, all students were invited to a celebration
in the Middle School unit, for students to come along and
celebrate who they are. The celebration was very popular,
attracting well over 100 students from years 7-12. Students
participated in friendship bracelet making, bookmark craft and
balloon animals. There were also a selection of purple treats for
students, generously provided by Jane Sanders and her Year
12 students.

These celebrations would not have been possible without the
help of some pretty fantastic people, such as: Alana Attwood,
Lia Soteriou, Brad Brown, Sandy Stuart, Jane Sanders, Danae
Jewell and Justine Higginson

It was wonderful to see so many students promoting the
message of acceptance and pride. It was a wonderful indicator
of the types of students we are developing here at Paralowie
School.

KELLY HOLMES & ALANA ATTWOOD

TIRKANTHI NEWS

Naa marni!

On the 21st July, Paralowie R-12 School hosted the Orion
STEM Day. Aboriginal students from the local schools came
to Paralowie to meet Aboriginal people who are excelling in
the areas of Science, Technology, Engineering or Mathematics.
It was a great opportunity for students to speak to people
like mathematician, Dr Chris Matthews, who is a Noonuccal
man, and is passionate about connecting Aboriginal culture
with mathematics.

On August 17, five Aboriginal students were fortunate to attend
the STEMSEL Day at Lake Windemere. The Paralowie
STEMSEL team were given the task of creating a combination
lock through programming a circuit board. It was amazing to
see the students in action to solve a problem using different
types of technology.

This Term, Tegan’s Oxley’s class (EL4) has been focusing on
Aboriginal history and perspectives. As part of this topic, Tom
Putnam ran a Kaurna language lesson, which involved writing
a conversation in Kaurna language but as a comic. It was
awesome to see the amount of effort and detail that went into
the comics. Here’s an impressive example by Juliena

The Aboriginal hats are here!!! From the whole-school design
competition during Reconciliation Week, two hat designs were
chosen – one for a bucket hat (designed by Kaynan Kranz-Hill)
and one for the cap (designed by Anne Nopuente).
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Anyone can now purchase these hats from the Front Office for
only $10, and the bucket hats can also be worn in the Primary
School during recess and lunch.

NAKUTHA,
THE ABORIGINAL EDUCATION TEAM

YEAR 8 GEOGRAPHY FIELD STUDY
This term, in Miss Holmes’ Year 8 HASS class, we have been
conducting a geography field study on the Little Para River in
the local area. We have been learning about the geographical
processes that formed the river and the community interaction
with the Little Para River.

Our class has been exploring geography in a meaningful way
and incorporating literacy and numeracy skills in a real life
context. In our first visit to the river we took photos, made
measurements and began mapping a small section of the Little
Para River.

In our second visit to the river, we collected all the human waste
and litter we could find. We then sorted and weighed the litter in
a science lab. We are using this data to graph our findings and
recommend action that can be taken to limit litter in the Little
Para River catchment.

All our learning has been documented in our field study
booklets, which show our developing understanding of rivers
and other geographical processes.

From here, we are going to plan a social action aimed at helping
the Little Para River and our local community. This field study
has allowed us to develop our skills in Geography and learn
about our local community. This learning experience has taken
us out of our comfort zone and allowed us to connect our
learning to the real world.

KELLY HOLMES

BOOK WEEK 2017
The theme for Book Week this year has been 'Escape to
Everywhere'. The theme focussed on the fact that books and
their stories can take us to anywhere in the universe - and any
point in time!

We had a wonderful performance in the junior school, called
'Pass the Poetry Please' and fun-filled activities for Year 7 -10
classes during their English lessons. One of the big hits has
been the 'Selfie with my Shelfie' display in the Resource Centre
foyer.

The R-6 school hosted a brilliant Book Week Parade in the gym.
The gym was filled to the brim with parents, grandparents and
care givers - put it on your calendar for 2018 if you missed out
this year! (Friday, week 5, Term 3!).

RESOURCE CENTRE TEAM

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS

TEA TOWEL FUNDRAISER- R-2 students

Would you like a delightful memento of your child’s
early years of school?

P & F are busy organising the tea towel fundraiser. Each R-2
student has done a special drawing of themselves to include on
the tea towel. This is a wonderful keep sake!

Order forms have been sent home (more available in the
Community Centre). The last day for payments is Friday 8th
September.

A sample tea towel is in the R-6 noticeboard for you to see. We
look forward to your support for this exciting fundraiser! Call into
the Community Centre for more information.

STAGE 1 ENGLISH & TOURISM
EXCURSION

As part of our Stage 1 English and Tourism courses at
Paralowie, students were invited to attend an enlightening
excursion through the Barossa Valley.

After engaging in classroom discussion about the significance
of cultural heritage in Adelaide, students embarked on a bus
tour throughout the Barossa to visit some historical landmarks
and culturally significant areas. Our first stop saw students
explore the township of Gawler and its heritage listed buildings.
Next, we travelled down scenic roads to Tanunda where
students interviewed local residents about their views on
indigenous heritage and how various cultures are represented
in their town. Students also took this opportunity to visit local
stores and try some local produce!

Our next stop was the Kaiserstuhl Conservation Park. Nestled
amongst the Barossa Ranges, the park offered a fantastic
opportunity for students to try some bushwalking and take in
the panoramic views, fascinating rock formations and a range
of native plants and animals. We even managed to see some
friendly kangaroos nearby!
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Our final stop came at The Herbig Family Tree where we met
David Herbig, a local resident whose ancestors played a major
role in shaping the local area. David provided an in-depth
account of his family’s contribution in the area and the
significance of The Herbig Family Tree for indigenous people
and local residents.

MICHAEL MATTEI & JOSHUA BRADBROOK

TERM 3 CALENDAR

Please download the calendar here. Copies are also
available from the Front Office.

WOOLWORTHS ‘EARN AND LEARN’
PROGRAM!

A reminder that until September 19th, every time you shop
at Woolworths you can collect stickers that go towards ‘Earn
& Learn’ points for our school. For every $10 you spend
(excluding the purchase of tobacco, liquor and gift cards), you
will receive one sticker. These stickers can then be placed on a
special sticker sheet. Students can simply bring the completed
sheets back here to the school front office or you can drop
them into the collection box with our school name on it at your
local Woolworths.

We are grateful for your support and look forward to a
successful program.

SCHOOL POLICIES REMINDERS

UNIFORM: Some students occasionally wear jackets or
other non-school uniform clothing to keep warm. Whilst
this is a reasonable idea to and from school, it does not
fit into our school uniform policy. Once on the school
grounds and especially in class, all students need to be
displaying full school uniform. Students and parents are
reminded that navy, black and blue denim are the only

colours permitted as the lower part of their uniform e.g.
jeans, track pants, shorts and skirts. NO leggings are
permitted at all.

HATS: As part of our Sun Smart Policy, ALL students
in Reception to Year 6 are required to wear a hat in the
school yard, if they are not wearing a hat they will be
directed to a shaded area. Hats are available in the front
office for $11.50.

MOBILE PHONES: All student phones must be turned
off in all classes starting with Home Group at 8.40am.
Students can turn their phones back on for recess, lunch
and straight after school. This ensures students and their
teachers maintain their focus on teaching and learning.
Parents are welcome to ring the school on 8182 7222 if
you urgently need to contact your child.

AEROSOL SPRAYS: Students are reminded that all
AEROSOL SPRAYS are BANNED at school. They are a
health hazard to students and staff when sprayed within
school buildings. Students spraying aerosols has resulted
in staff and students requiring urgent medical treatment.
This can lead to hospitalisation in the case of severe
asthmatics. THERE ARE ALTERNATIVE ROLL-ON
PRODUCTS THAT CAN BE USED. Any student bringing
AEROSOL SPRAYS to school will have them confiscated.

SCHOOL BELL TIMES

School commences at 8.40am
Recess : 11.05 - 11.25am

Lunch : 12.55 -1.35pm
School finishes : 3.00pm

ARE YOU ENTITLED TO FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE FOR SCHOOL MATERIALS &

SERVICES CHARGES 2017?

The School Card Scheme offers financial assistance to
parent/caregivers who meet the eligibility criteria.

Income limits for applications lodged in 2017 is
based on the family's gross income in 2015/2016.

Number ofNumber of
dependent childrendependent children

Gross annualGross annual
income limitincome limit

Gross weeklyGross weekly
income limitincome limit

1 child $37,274 $717

2 children $38,291 $737

3 children $39,308 $757

4 children $40,325 $777
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Number ofNumber of
dependent childrendependent children

Gross annualGross annual
income limitincome limit

Gross weeklyGross weekly
income limitincome limit

5 children $41,342 $797

More than five
children

Add $1,017 for
each child

Add $20 for each
child

Eligibility for 2017 School Card assistance is dependent
upon the combined gross family income. Gross family
income does not include any amounts received for:

Family tax benefits Parts A and B
Child maintenance payments
Totally and permanently incapacitated (TPI)
component of veteran’s affairs benefits
Carers allowance.

Full details and forms can be found on the SA
Government website at:

https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/
education-skills-and-learning/
financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/
school-card-scheme

The School’s finance team are happy to support you with
the process.

2017 School Card application forms have been sent
home with statements this year. If you require another
copy they are available from the Front Office. Your
Centrelink Card is needed when completing your
application form.

Approved 2017 School Card applicants are credited with
the full amount to cover the 2017 Materials & Services
Charges for each qualifying student.

If you believe you are entitled to School Card 2017 then
please contact the school as soon as possible.

DO YOU REQUIRE MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
SCHOOLCARD?

Ring the DECD School Card Officer on Freecall: 1800
672 758 or contact our Finance Officer.

HOPE PARTNERS

HELPING THE HOMELESS IN OUR
COMMUNITY

Life’s journey isn’t always a smooth path. Sometimes
people face insurmountable challenges and need

someone to support them for a short while until they are
back on their feet again. For nearly 160 years,

AnglicareSA has provided care and support with a voice
for disadvantaged and vulnerable people in our

communities.

The services AnglicareSA provides are many and varied
but they all focus on one thing. HOPE. Poverty,

homelessness, disadvantage, frailty or disability should
not be the final word on a person’s life.

The attached link provides information about becoming a
Hope Partner - you will help us walk beside South
Australians in need at a time when they are going

through the most difficult pathways in their life.

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEESHIPS

SA Dental Service is about to commence recruiting
(September 1st - 22nd) for the next trainee group starting
in February 2018. More than 20 Dental Assistant
Traineeship positions across the state are on offer. To
help promote these opportunities (aimed primarily at the
17 - 24 year age group) we would greatly appreciate
your assistance in distributing information to your school
community.

NORTH PINES CRICKET CLUB –
REDBACKS!

Andrew Smith Drive, Parafield Gardens

Play Cricket – Register Now!

Now is the time to register for juniors (5 years and older),
men and womens teams.

Please call Mark on 0423 968 843 for details.

SALISBURY UNITED SOCCER CLUB

Summer 7-A-Side Competition- check out details on the
link below

• You MUST fill out a form EACH year and
submit it to the school.

• You MUST fill out a separate form for EACH
SCHOOL your children are attending.

• Failure to do so will result in your Materials &
Services being legally recoverable.
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SALISBURY COMMUNITY HUB

Please find attached a link to the on-line survey seeking
Community Feedback about the Salisbury Community
Hub. It would be really appreciated it if you were able to
complete the survey.

http://www.salisburycitycentre.com.au/haveyoursay/
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