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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

STEM Works Progress

In 2016 I notified you via our newsletter that
Paralowie R-12 School had been given $3.5
million to build a new STEM (Integrated
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) facility. My original intention
had been to build a new collaborative R-12
learning space for this purpose but building

criteria aligned to the grant prevented us from moving down
that path and so we are re-developing 2 existing spaces as
STEM learning areas.

The lower floor of Building E has been identified as an area to be
re-developed for the R-6 STEM centre. This will also include an
outdoor STEM learning area connected to the Resource Centre
and the newly relocated Tirkanthi (Aboriginal Education learning
centre).

Building B is the second of our buildings to be redeveloped.
This building houses our Music department and the Design
and Technology workshops. In this building some areas of
the existing Design and Technology workshops will be
re-developed as the 7-12 STEM learning centre.

Progress is continuing on our STEM Works project in both of
these spaces, with a recent Design Start Up meeting held at our
school on 16 March 2017. Discussion focussed on fine tuning
our project design and establishing project administration
procedures, such as safety protocols.

Also, importantly, it allowed the school STEM Works project
team to be introduced to key personnel working on the project.
This included departmental representatives, along with the
project’s architect and key engineers.

It is anticipated that the concept phase will still take a number of
weeks to complete. This process includes engaging engineers
and developing a more detailed report to set out an indicative
building program and to inform the procurement strategy.

Prior to construction beginning, the project may be required to
undergo planning/development approvals if required and also
building certification.

We are hoping to know who our builder will be mid-year so
we can start planning the actual physical build. I have asked
that the building process be a staged process with E Building
being completed before moving onto the work in building B.
The building works will cause considerable disruption to the
delivery of educational programs in both of these buildings and
so we will be relocating classes as needed. While the physical
location for classes may change the focus on quality teaching
and learning will not.

I will provide another update towards the end of term 2 when
have a much clearer idea of the projected building timelines and
the adjustments we will be making to provide builder access to
these spaces.

Open Night 2017

Open Night 2017 was again a real highlight on our calendar.
The evening saw a large number of families visiting the school
to build a better understanding of the educational opportunities
available at the school. The student speakers were excellent,
giving a real student perspective of what it was like to be a
student transitioning to the school and then highlighting the
wide variety of curriculum available through formal classroom
subjects and additional learning experiences.

I would sincerely like to thank the staff who spent an enormous
amount of time preparing for the evening and then remaining
behind to ensure parents and visiting future students received
accurate, quality information about the learning programs on
offer here at the school. In particular, I would like to thank Mr
Ben Abbott, the Middle School Senior Leader who managed
the preparation and running of the evening. The evening had a
very positive feel to it and as you wandered around there was
a strong reinforcement of the extensive range of quality learning
on offer here at Paralowie.
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I hope that our visitors left with that impression and I hope that
we continue to see growth in the school as result of the efforts
that went into the evening showcasing our school.

PETER MCKAY
PRINCIPAL

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN R-6?

R-6 PLAY ZONES

As some parents have noticed, there are (temporary) signs
around some play spaces. What the school has done is to zone
off a few areas and put more staff on yard duty. The courtyard
closest to our office, sandpit and the adjacent lawn area is for
R-2 play only. This means safer play for the little ones.

The area between E Block and canteen is for the Year 4-6s
to sit in. All children can go to the canteen but the R-3 need
to move away and return to their designated play areas. The
NO ENTRY signs are to remind and encourage children to
walk around on the walkway at recess and lunch so they
don’t cut through areas their not supposed to. There have
been several incidences with students running into each other
and the veranda poles. The signs are just to help the children
remember the new yard zones.

They do not apply before or after school.

Student Voice are currently investigating more activities for
students to do at lunch time.

As always, staff aim towards making Paralowie a safe and fun
environment for all children.

JENN YOUNG
SENIOR LEADER R-6

Room 14 Maths

Room 14 has been doing some fantastic sorting and patterning
in maths this term. We have been learning how we can sort
objects into different sets based on their attributes. We sorted
objects into sets according to their colour, size and shape and
have challenged ourselves to think of other ways to sort such
as texture, material and special features (e.g. number of legs on
an animal, value of coins, wheels on a vehicle).

We have also explored the idea of patterns, looking at where
they occur in nature as well as how we can make our own using
things we have in the classroom. We are getting very good at
working out how many objects are in a pattern and how many
times the pattern repeats itself.

We have had great fun in maths this term and have learnt a lot!

VERITY GARDNER
Teacher, Room 14

Art Club

This year we have been running lunch time clubs in the primary
school to give students another option during play times. On
a Friday is the art club where students of all ages R-6 come
together to learn and build on their art skills. Each week we
have a structured activity that focuses on different art
techniques and resources. It has been fantastic to see students
of all ages work together to help one another.

So far we have looked at different colouring materials such as
oil pastels and water colour. We have also looked at different
techniques such as collage and learnt how to write in block
letters. We have a very talented cohort of students!

TEGAN OXLEY

Halogen Leadership Conference

On Monday the 20th of March, year 6 and 7 students from
Paralowie went to the Halogen Leadership conference at the
Adelaide Convention Centre in the city. The conference was
about building the future leaders of Australia. We were lucky
enough to be able to take 37 students from our school because
Miss Scordo and Julie organised a fete last year and used some
of the money that we raised to pay for us to go.

Over the day there was several performances and inspiring
speakers. Some of the speakers were Jay Weatherill, Kelly
Vincent and former AFL Crows player Brent Reilly. Each of the
speakers told us their journey on how they became leaders.
They also gave us lots of advice on how to become leaders and
the character strengths and core values it takes to become a
successful leader. Something that stuck in my mind from day
was "If you have a growth mindset and never give up, you
always succeed and achieve what you want in the future".

Miss Scordo and Julie have organised a time for us to meet in
week 10 so that we can discuss ideas and problems that we
believe that we can solve. Then we will decide how and when
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we will do this as a leadership team. We are aiming to support
something within our community.

ANNA YOUNG
Room EU2

Harmony Day

We celebrated Harmony Day in the Primary school on Tuesday,
March 21st. Many students and teachers wore orange to
symbolise the message of the day that ‘everyone belongs’.
Throughout the day teachers did activities to promote this
message. Wonderful activities were also offered in the library, in
EALD classes and Tirkandthi. The day ended with a disco for
all students, which was once again a highlight. Close to $300
in gold coin donations were raised from the day. In the coming
weeks the student voice group will decide on an appropriate
charity to give this to on the schools’ behalf.

NAT CARLING
SENIOR LEADER R-6

Mathematician’s Corner

The importance of learning to count

Did you know that when children cannot ‘connect’ to the
principles of counting, they will struggle with mathematics? If
this is not identified early on, children will continue to struggle
with not only number but begin to develop a dislike for
Mathematics because they don’t understand it. Generally,
children develop a fair understanding of counting through
kindergarten. However, children’s ideas of counting must be
constructed through counting activities – it cannot be forced.

So how are we helping your child?

All R-6 staff are engaging with Professional Learning to deepen
their knowledge and understanding of the concepts children
need, to master number facts. The conceptual development of
number works a bit like teachers deepening their knowledge
and understanding of how to teach children to read.

The first step happens by ensuring children have fully developed
the Five Principles of Counting (Gelman and Gallistel 1978).
When they have developed this we call it, in teacher talk,
‘cardinality’.

Over this year, I will explain what these concepts mean and how
you can help your child to develop these critical number facts.

The first 3 Principles of Counting are “How to
Count”.

Over the next few newsletters, I will look at all the concepts
that children need to learn by rote. This means they need to
know and do them without thinking, in essence they become
automatic – just like riding a bike.

Principle 1: The one-to-one principle

This involves the assigning of one, and only one, distinct
counting word (one, two three, etc) to each of the items to be
counted. I know this sounds simple but for a child to do this
they need to be able to partition and re-partition the collection
of objects to be counted into two groups: 1) those that have
been given a number name and 2) those that have not. If an
object is not given a number name or is given more than one
number name, the resulting count will be incorrect.

Principle 2: The stable-order Principle

This involves children knowing the repeatable sequence of the
number names for any collection of items counted.

Principle 3: The Cardinal Principle

This principle only occurs if the child has understood and
mastered the first two principles. The principle says that the
number name allocated to the final object in a collection,
represents the number or amount of items in that collection.

The last 2 principles are “Applying the How to
Count”.

Principle 4: The abstract principle

This principle states that the preceding principles can be
applied to any collection of objects. For example, children can
count 4 penguins and know it is the same as 4 lollies and 4
apples.

Principle 5: The order irrelevance principle

This principle refers to the knowledge that the order in which
items are counted is irrelevant. It does not really matter whether
the counting procedure is carried out from left to right, from
right to left or from somewhere else, so long as every item in
the collection is counted once and only once.

So how can you help your child?

Songs and games are the best way for children to learn
counting the number sequence. Playing those ‘old fashion
games’ such as hop scotch. Counting songs such as ‘Mother
Duck’ and ‘Ten green bottles sitting on the wall’. Practice
counting down by ‘blasting off’ in a rocket. Just spending time
counting cars or groups of objects will help start your child off
on the mathematical road to learning to count.

Assembly Awards-Character Strengths

This year the R-6 school is focussing on the 24 Character
Strengths as part of our Positive Education journey. We have
decided to choose one character strength per assembly for
students to focus on. The teachers then look for students
displaying the behaviours and attitudes that represent the
chosen character strength. One students from each class is
awarded a certificate at the following assembly.

Please remember that we have R-6 assemblies as the start
and end of terms and then Junior Primary and Upper Primary
assemblies during the term. Please touch base with your child’s
class teacher so you don’t miss out on the exciting assembly!
Assemblies are Friday mornings at 8:55am.
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This is a great way to get the language of Positive Education
spreading around the school and gives students a chance to
explore the various character strengths to see which ones they
generally favour.

CARLEE DECELIS

Dear families,

As you can see, it has been a busy term. I would like to wish
to all a safe and happy holiday.

If at any time you need to contact me and I am not in
the office, please feel free to contact me via email. Email:
Jennifer.young927@schools.sa.edu.au

I will endeavour to respond to your email or ring as soon as
possible.

Kindest regards,

JENN YOUNG
HEAD OF SCHOOL R-6

Attention R-6 Students

Early Bird Reading in the
Library please place with
text around
Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday
8:20-8:40am
Everyone is welcome! Come
and read to an adult
read independently or complete a Lexile quiz!
See you there.

Miss Carlee

STEM (SCIENCE/TECHNOLOGY/
ENGINEERING/MATHS) AND THE YEAR 7/8
ORION PARTNERSHIP COLLABORATIVE
PROJECT

The DECD STEM Strategy was launched on the 4th November
last year. The STEM Strategy is very clear in providing every
student with the chance to develop the capabilities they will
need as future innovators and problem-solvers. This is
particularly important for students who are under-represented
in STEM education such as girls, students from
low-socio-economic backgrounds and Aboriginal learners.

At Paralowie R-12 School we have been providing our
Aboriginal learners the opportunity to be involved in a STEM
learning and socialising excursion at the end of each term for

the past year. Highlights have been visits to the museum, Art
Gallery and Botanical Gardens. Connections are made with
STEM and the Indigenous culture through the arts, ecology and
history. Students are also educated in STEM career pathways
and why it will be important for their future.

To support all our learners at Paralowie R-12 School in STEM
we have become part of the year 7/8 STEM Collaborative
Project which involves all of the 7 schools within the Orion
partnership. This project specifically aims to provide year 7
students with STEM or STEM related learning experiences at
a secondary site through a mentoring approach with year 8
students. The other aim is to strengthen the STEM content
knowledge of the teachers from both levels of schooling. The
7/8 mentoring program began in Term 3 last year and is
continuing this year. STEM professional development for
teachers has begun this year with a fantastic day that was
experienced by 35 teachers across the partnership in early
February. Networks were established and units of STEM related
curriculum are being developed as a result of the connections
made. Below are some photos of our teachers engaging in
professional development that will enhance the STEM
experiences for our year7/8 students across the ORION
partnership.

7-12 SPORTS DAY 2017

By Mia Harrison and Adam Deakin 7A

Last week we had athletics day and it was a fun day although it
was hot.

Firstly, we would like to cogratulate Kardalta (blue) on being
the overall winners on the day with 1465 points and also
congratulate Wiranirana (yellow) on winning the spirit cup.

It was a huge day for record breaking. Congratulations to all
students that broke records on the day:

• Year 7 boys high jump 1.33m Kaylan Holer
(Wiranirana)

• Year 7 boys discus 18.07 and 400m 1.09.62 Adam
Deakin (Kardalta)

• Year 7 girls 100m 14.51 Esterina Taban (kardalta)

• Year 8 girls 400m 1.20 Kahl Adam khan (Timana)

• Year 8 girls long jump 3.50m Ashlee Slater (Timana)

• Year 9 girls 400m 1.23.09 Chloe Williams
(Wiranirana)

• Year 9 girls high jump 1.36m Chloe Cook (Milthe)

• Year 10 girls 100m 14.42 Amy Butler (Milthe)
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Congratulations again to the Athletes of the year:

This year we introduced some new novelty events. They
included the vortex throw, the handball competition and the
rock climbing wall was back. Throughout the day these events
went really well and the students had a lot of fun. Overall a great
day had by all.

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS ON THE HORIZON

Youth Music Identity Program Years 9/10:

This program has been running twice a week in the Senior
School over the last few weeks and finishes next week. You can
read about this program in more detail in the next newsletter.
Stay tuned - and note this for reading in the next issue.

Paralowie Community Garden: A Butterfly
Garden

This program is planted as part of Reconciliation Week next
term on May 30th. Details in the next newsletter if you would
like to be involved please see Mrs Stuart in the Senior School.

STUART BANYTIS AND SANDY STUART

PARALOWIE STUDENT SELECTED FOR
NATIONAL UN YOUTH EVENT IN PERTH

Congratulations to Gareth Bailey, a Year 11 student at
Paralowie R-12, who will be participating in a National Youth
event in Perth in July this year. It is the United Nations Youth
Conference and it will involve various debates and discussions
over issues that are affecting the globe. It will involve youth from
all over Australia, New Zealand and Southern Pacific Asia, who
will have the opportunity to expand their points of view over six
days in July, in Perth.

By first attending the UN Youth State Conference in Belair,
Gareth and Riley Schafer, another Year 11 student, had the
opportunity to spend a weekend debating and other activities,
where each individual’s voices and opinions were expressed.
People from all over the state came to the event, such as
students from the Barossa Valley and Victor Harbour to name
just two. From this selection of 60 students, 10 students were
selected based on their involvement, articulation, leadership

and desire to have their opinions heard about the issued that
affect local and global issues.

We would like to congratulate Gareth on his selection at this
national event. He is hopeful that this event will provide him to
continue his personal development in areas such as developing
friendships and personal values and beliefs through continued
discussion.

Gareth was asked: Why should students involve themselves
in this type of activity?

“I believe this activity is a great opportunity to develop personal
skills and values that will last a lifetime. UN Youth SA
Conference was extremely fun and I feel as though I gained a
lot from being around so many people from so many different
walks of life.”

Personal development is a great interest for Gareth. Discussing
this with him, he has expressed that the majority of his personal
development leading to greater personal confidence, leadership
and debating skills, has arisen as a result of his active
involvement within such youth activity groups. He has stated he
highly recommends anyone interested in joining a youth group
to do so.

SANDY STUART
SENIOR LEADER SENIOR SCHOOL

OPEN NIGHT 2017
Open Night 2017 was another great success. Many families
brought inquisitive young minds to see, touch and hear the
many aspects that make up Paralowie R-12 School. There was
a bbq to start the evening which was a pleasant, social affair
and offered staff and students the chance to meet and have
discussions about our school.

A formal meeting has held in the Resource Centre where
families heard from MC Ben Abbott – Senior Leader of the

• Year 10 girls shot put 8.25 3kg Chelsea Skinner
(wiranirana)

• Year 7 Adam Deakin and Mia Harrison

• Year 8 Brandon True and Ashlee Slater

• Year 9 Alphonce Imaru and Chloe Williams

• Year 10 Mitchell Slater and Paige Lindsell

• Year 11/12 Zarac Mata and Loretta Barliea
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Middle School, Peter McKay – Principal, Sandy Stuart – Senior
Leader of the Senior School and Mary Jo Bellew – Community
Development Officer. These staff explained their role and how
important it is to gain as much information about a school
before a decision is made to enrol. Students from Years 9
and 12 provided excellent personal experiences from student
perspectives of their time at Paralowie school.

Tours were arranged with staff members and families and
students were treated to informative and in most cases
interactive displays in classrooms. Each learning area had
leaders and staff and some students demonstrate some
features of their learning area including resources, use of ICT
and assessment strategies. There were examples of Science
practicals, Tech studies tools and completed projects as well as
Music performances and videos of Drama lessons. There was
so much to see and hear and families and students asked many
questions which was the purpose of the night.

Many thanks go to all staff and students who helped out with
preparing displays, taking tours and preparing the BBQ. Open
Night is a very important event for our school and it is a major
component of the extensive transition program we have with
our local primary schools.

BEN ABBOTT
SENIOR LEADER MIDDLE SCHOOL

TIRKANTHI NEWS
Naa marni!

We are very pleased to announce that we now have a
partnership with Tauondi College, and they’ll be delivering
Kaurna Language lessons on Mondays from next term, for
our Year 6, 7 and 8 students. Kira Bain will be delivering the
program, supported by Tom Putnam. We will also look to
increase the number of students studying Kaurna language
next year.

For Harmony Day this year, we ran a rock-painting activity for
any interested Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal primary school
students. Students learnt how to paint the rocks with Aboriginal
designs and which colours to use. Thanks to Penny and Robyn
for helping us out on the day!

Finally, we are working with the Workabout Centre to provide
free courses to our Aboriginal students, such as: Driver’s
License (Ls), Hospitality, First Aid, Automotive, Barista, Hair &

Beauty, Responsible Service of Alcohol, Responding to Abuse
& Neglect, White Card, Horticulture, Construction, Safe Food
Handling, plus more! If students (15+) are in interested in any of
these courses, please speak to Tom.

Nakutha,

MARGY, DONALD, STEVE, TOM AND DESI
THE ABORIGINAL EDUCATION TEAM

TERM 2 CALENDAR
Please download the calendar here. Copies will also be

available from the Front Office if required.

WRITTEN REPORTS FOR PRIMARY AND
SECONDARY STUDENTS

Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held in the last week of this
term, and reports will be issued for students. These reports will
help you understand how your child is progressing and how
school supports your child’s development.

Teachers plan, teach, assess and report students’ learning
using the Australian Curriculum. The Australian Curriculum sets
high standards for what all young Australians should be taught
and what they should know and be able to do as they progress
through school.

Each learning area has achievement standards. These
standards describe in plain language what students should
typically know, understand and be able to do, by the end of
each year level.

You are encouraged to read through the standards for each
subject area and year level, and when students are expected
to achieve them, on the Australian Curriculum website. The
website also includes helpful examples of student work at
different levels of achievement.

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/

Years 1 to 10 student reports are based on an A to E
achievement scale, supported by a description of what this
means in relation to their progress against the achievement
standard. Reports for Reception students use descriptive
wording about students’ progress over the year referenced to
the Reception level achievement standard.

A to E grades or word equivalents are used by teachers to
report students’ achievement against the Australian Curriculum
achievement standards. The grades describe a range of
achievement from minimal to excellent.

For more detailed information about student reports, download
the DECD Information Sheet here.

FINANCE NEWS
Materials & Services charges are now due unless instalment
arrangements have been made with the Finance Manager or a
School Card application has been submitted.
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Payment options for those still to make payment are
as follows:

School Card 2017

Approved 2017 School Card applicants are credited with the
full amount to cover the 2017 Materials & Services Charges for
each qualifying student. Forms and details are available from
the Finance Office. A form must be filled out each year and at
each school that your children attend. Your Centrelink Card is
needed when completing your application form.

The School Card Scheme offers financial assistance to parent/
caregivers who meet the eligibility criteria, and is dependent
upon the combined gross family income. Gross family income
does not include any amounts received for:

Family tax benefits Parts A and B
Child maintenance payments
Totally and permanently incapacitated (TPI) component of
veteran’s affairs benefits
Carers allowance.
Income limits for applications lodged in 2017 is based on the
family's gross income in 2015/2016.

Number of

dependent children

Gross annual

income limit

Gross weekly

income limit

1 child $37,274 $717

2 children $38,291 $737

3 children $39,308 $757

4 children $40,325 $777

5 children $41,342 $797

More than five
children

Add $1,017 for
each child

Add $20 for each
child

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SCHOOL CARD ring
Freecall: 1800 672 758 or visit the link below:

http://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/
financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme

Tertiary Studies & Career Expo

Sunday 9th April & Monday 10th April 2017
ADELAIDE CONVENTION CENTRE

Sunday 10:00am – 4:00pm
Monday 9:30am – 1:30pm

FREE Admission

Career seekers of all ages will find:

SCHOOL BANKING PROGRAM 2017
School Banking is a fun, interactive and
engaging way for young Australians to learn
about money and develop good savings
habits. Earn tokens and redeem for exciting
rewards.

School Banking day is Thursday of each week in the
Rescource Centre from 8.30 – 9.00 a.m.

Getting involved in School Banking is easy!

Open a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account:

If you would like more information please contact Vicki Steel,
School Banking Coordinator or visit the link below.

https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/
school-banking.html

SCHOOL BELL TIMES

School commences at 8.40am
Recess commences at 11.05 and finishes at

11.25am
Lunch commences at 12.55 and finishes at

1.35pm
School finishes for the day at 3pm

HOLIDAY NETBALL CLINICS

Netball SA is holding a number of Netball
Clinics for girls and boys of all ages and abilities

in the coming April school holiday break.
Please check the attachements for more details

• Direct Debit (forms available from the school)

• Direct Credit – Paralowie R-12 School BSB: 065-122
Account No: 11026365 (REF: family code)

• Credit Card via telephone/mail

• Cash/Cheque/Money Order/EFTPOS

• UNIVERSITIES: Australian & International
including faculty representatives

• EMPLOYERS: National, local & government

• PRIVATE EDUCATION & TRAINING
COLLEGES

• VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & TRAINING
(VET)

• Defence Force Recruiting

• TAFESA programs & courses

• Alternative pathways, scholarships and
information for mature & international career
seekers……. AND MORE!

• Online - commbank.com.au/schoolbanking

• Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch
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