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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

End of Year Preparations.

Well the final term is well underway and so
is the business that comes with it. The Year
12’s have completed their exams and
submitted their final pieces of work for
external moderation. They now have the
nervous wait for the release of the SACE
results on December 19th. Year 11’s will

now start their exams in preparation for the completion of their
academic year and an indicator of how well they have prepared
for the rigours of Year 12. In all other year levels, R-10, students
will be finishing off work to provide evidence they are ready for
the next stage of their learning journey.

Term 4 is also the term for a number of important events in
our school calendar. We host the students transitioning from
kindy to reception and from Year 7 to Year 8 in a range of
orientation activities. The students who have been involved
in the Children’s University Program have their achievements
recognised in a graduation event at the University of Adelaide.
There is term time swimming for the primary school, activities
week for the middle school, presentation event for the
Aboriginal students involved in our Aboriginal Sports Training
Academy and of course our whole school presentation evening
where we are able to acknowledge the outstanding efforts of so
many of our students.

Term 4 also has a note of sadness as we learn of a number
of staff who will not be returning in 2018. Some of these are
cause for celebration as staff have been successful in winning
leadership positions in other sites and some are a
disappointment as we have been unable to retain people due
to the nature of the school staffing process. I should be in a
position to make this information available in our last newsletter
for the year.

External Review Final Report.

In term 3 I wrote about the external school review process and
fact that Paralowie R-12 School was going to be reviewed in
week 8 of term 3. The review took place and the final report
released. The measure of how well we are doing in regards to
the outcome of the review process is based on the length of
time before the next review. A school that is doing very well will
not be reviewed again for 4 years, a school that is not doing
quite so well is reviewed again in one year.

Paralowie has been earned a 4 year review period. Thank you
to the parents who gave up their time to speak to the review
team and assist in this process. The 4 year review cycle is a
fitting reward for the commitment of time, effort and energy the
leadership, teaching and support staff of the school make to
providing the very best learning opportunities possible for the
students of Paralowie. Below are some direct extracts from the
report;

“Parents interviewed indicated high expectations of their young
people and appreciated similar expectations of the school.”

“The school’s reputation in the broader community has
improved. Students appear to be more settled in classes, the
school is now seen as a ‘school of choice’ for many in the
community, and enrolments in the primary school are at
capacity.”

“Relationships between teachers and students have improved,
in part, as a result of the Positive Education Program “

“Students believe their teachers care about them and want
them to achieve.”

As a result of the review the school has been given 3 very clear
directions for our work over the next 4 years;

1. Embed a culture that maximises learning
opportunities for all students and promotes the
sharing of quality teaching practice across the
school.

2. Establish a leadership structure that is aligned to
agreed R-12 school priorities and systems, and
provide mentoring for all leaders in the
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Within each of these directions there are a number of specific
recommendations and as a staff we will unpack these and use
this information to inform the new Site Improvement Plan. I will
make new Site Improvement Plan available to the community
once it has been developed and endorsed by staff and the
Governing Council.

The full External School Review report will be uploaded to the
school’s website for to you read.

I believe the report clearly indicates we are a good school, we
will now work to be a great one.

Music education receives a funding boost

More than $5.12 million over the next 4 years will be invested
into improving the delivery of music education in public schools.
A new music strategy is set to be developed to support your
child to pursue careers in music-related fields within the state.

The strategy will be developed in partnership with instrumental
music and classroom teachers, the University of Adelaide's
Elder Conservatorium of Music, the Adelaide Symphony
Orchestra and various state music bodies.

The initiative is part of the state government’s new Public
Education Action Plan: Your Child, Their School, Our Future.

PETER MCKAY
PRINCIPAL

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN R-6?

R-6 PHYSICAL EDUCATION WEEK

WOW! What a busy week that was. Week 3 was the Primary
School’s PE week, due to our school having swimming in week
5, the proper PE week. The week started with a student versus
staff beep test. Congratulations to Tom, from Tirkanthi, who
beat all comers and won the beep test.

On Tuesday, not only did we have our students take on the staff
in Badminton, but also we had a rock wall for the older students
and a jumping castle for the younger students. As one of the
teachers who took on the students in the badminton, I was very
impressed with their improved performance in a relatively new
sport for many children. I was very tired at the end of lunch,
having taken on so many children and was beaten by quite a
number of very talented students.

Wednesday and Thursday we had more events for the students
to take on the staff, netball on Wednesday and high-jump on
Thursday. I was really impressed with everyone’s effort and
sportsmanship in both events. Thank you to all the staff who

came out and gave up their time during the lunches, I know all
the students really enjoy taking us on.

R-6 SPORTS DAY

Sports day was a HUGE event on the Friday and what a
magnificent way of finishing our PE Week. All the children had
a wonderful day and were exceptionally well behaved. I
thoroughly enjoyed walking around and watching the children
having fun and being active. Well done to all the teams and
students for participating and a big congratulations to the
Green team for winning the shield. But an even bigger
congratulations goes out to the Red team, who won the Spirit
Cup. The Spirit Cup is awarded to the team that shows the
best sportsmanship. This is something that I have been strongly
encouraging all of our students to show over the past couple of
years and am extremely impressed with the progress many of
students have made in this regard.

ART CLUB

This year I have been running the Art club on Friday at lunch
times. It has been fantastic to see a range of students from all
year levels come together to work cooperatively to create some
amazing artwork. While art can be a relaxing way to spend
lunch times, it was my aim to also teach the students a range
of arts and crafts techniques. I encourage students to keep
attending the club in the upcoming weeks as we have lots of
Christmas arts and crafts planned as we come into the holiday
season.

Miss Tegan Oxley

UNIFORM UPDATE
As previously advised, replacement polo tops will arrive
shortly, and we will arrange a suitable process to change over
polo tops that were purchased this year (tops with the black
tag). We will advise parents when this will occur.

achievement of targets and consistent
implementation of systems, as well as
opportunities for the sharing of targets and
strategies between leaders.

3. Review the use of the current Learner
Management System, and establish a culture of
regular self-review amongst all teachers and
leaders, to ensure effective use of the data
available to inform their work so that all students
are engaged and challenged.
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Prices:

Polo tops (all sizes): $29
Windcheaters (all sizes): $53.00
Hooded Jumpers (all sizes): $60.00

If you have any questions, please see Mary Jo Bellew, or
telephone school on 8182 7222.

TIRKANTHI NEWS

Naa marni!

On November 10, a group of our Aboriginal Year 6-10 students
attended the Excursion to Morialta and Latitude. We had
Aboriginal guides from UniSA – Errol Clarke and Kylie Ellis, who
gave us special insights into the cultural history of the area and
what the plants were used for!

Then on November 17, some of our Year 7-10 students
attended the Career Walk at Kaurna Plains School, to find out
about a range of different careers and job options for when
students finish school.

In the last week of school (Week 9), we will be running an
Aboriginal spray painting workshop for our Year 6-9 students.
Stay tuned for more details!

Just a couple of reminders: Parent catch-ups every Tuesday
from 8:45–10:30am in the Community Centre.

Aboriginal Awards Night and BBQ on Wednesday, December
13 (3:30-5:30pm), on the COLA outside of the Primary Gym.
All Aboriginal families are encouraged to attend as we will be
providing lots of food and will have a range of awards to hand
out. There will be trophies and medals for our high attenders as
well as for students who have shown significant progress over
the year.

Nakutha,
THE ABORIGINAL EDUCATION TEAM

PRESENTATION NIGHT 2017

A Celebration of Success!
Wednesday 29th November

At Playford Civic Centre, 7 - 9 pm
This event highlights and celebrates significant student

achievement
in a range of areas including curriculum, sport and

leadership.

All families are welcome to attend this special event.

Invitations to award winners have been sent home,
please RSVP by phoning 8182 7222.

FINDING YOUR VOICE: PUBLIC SPEAKING
WORKSHOP

On Thursday 2nd November, Paralowie R-12 School hosted
the first Finding Your Voice Public Speaking workshop for
students interested in public speaking or debating.

The aim of the workshop was to equip students with skills
and confidence to improve their public speaking. Approximately
fifty participants from Paralowie, Charles Campbell College and
Salisbury High came to participate in the day.

The workshop was run by the 2017 Paralowie Debate Squad,
Gareth Bailey and the Paralowie Debate mentors: Mrs.
Attwood, Mr. Bradbrook, Mr. Ngo and Ms. Holmes.

The workshop included a showcase debate, a prepared
speech presentation, and 3 mini workshops run by Paralowie
Debate team members, focussing on the 3 P’s of public
speaking: Preparation, Presentation and Persuasion.

At the end of the day, students were given the opportunity to
ask questions of the Debate Squad expert panel and if students
felt that had something to share, participated in an open mic
competition. The open mic competition was the highlight of the
day, where students could show their ability to use the 3 P’s to
engage and entertain the audience.

Feedback from the day was extremely positive. We would go
so far as to declare the day a smashing success!

A huge thank you and well done needs to go to Mrs. Attwood
for being the driving force behind the event. She has been the
pioneer of public speaking at Paralowie and she will be dearly
missed when she is in Canada next year.

Another huge thank you needs to go to the Debate Squad:
Rachael Morrissey, Rayme Truong, Paulo Valdrez, Kaitlyn Lee,
Madison Price, Robert Hicks, Jessica Wells, Brooke Paddick,
Masoumeh Rahimi and Kelly Nguyen. They all spent a lot of
their own time preparing for this workshop and proved once
again what an absolute credit to the school these students are.
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We also need to thank Gareth for his assistance and his
presentation of a prepared speech on the day. Lastly, a big
thank you to Mr. Bradbrook, Mr. Ngo and Ms. Holmes for
assisting and supporting with the event, facilitating the
workshops and mentoring the students through every step of
the process.

We hope to continue to grow public speaking at Paralowie into
2018.

PARALOWIE DEBATE SQUAD AND DEBATE
MENTORS

2018 SCHOOL CARD
The State Government is raising the school card income

threshold from 2018
to help families with the cost of living.

This means that families with 1 child and a gross income
of

$57,870.00 in the 2016/2017 financial year
will be able to apply for a school card.

Application forms will be available from the school or the link
below early in 2018.

More information will be sent with M&S Invoices in January
2018.

http://www.sa.gov.au/

MIDDLE SCHOOL UPDATE
There has been plenty of activity in the Middle School recently.
Students have been hard at work completing tasks and
assignments for assessment and this has been great to see.
We will welcome our new students to the Middle School – Year
6 students from the Primary School and our Year 7s coming
into Year 8 from our 5 main feeder schools and some other
local schools. Student Voice students and staff will be working
on Orientation Day on Monday December 4th to welcome these
students to Paralowie School.

There are many activities booked for the final week of the
school year – Week 40. You should have received consent
forms for a trip to the Salisbury Pool for years 6,7 and 8
students and a trip to Semaphore for a movie and beach
activities for Years 7-9.

Year 7 Aquatics Day

Our Year 7 students visited West Lakes on November 1st for a
day of water–based activities and learning about safety in and
around water.

Here’s what some students thought of the day.

Year 7 classes went to West Lakes aquatics to do some water
activities. They did canoeing, sailing, kayaking and surfing at the
beach nearby. We were able to be in groups with our friends
which made it fun. When we did canoeing we did rafts and
learnt how important they are. It involved teamwork in order for
it to move and stay afloat. Sailing was very calming until we
nearly tipped over, we were able to put our hands in the water,
we were able to steer the boat and some people jumped out
into the cold water. In our opinion kayaking was the most fun
out of all of them. We were with a partner or in single kayak.
Most people decided to tip their boat and get back in it which is
called a capsize. Surfing was definitely the hardest out of all of
them. There were a few steps in order to fully stand up properly.
It was still fun to do though. We had different instructors during
the activities and they were really helpful to us. We learnt two
acronyms, wet and help which we should all remember.

Thanks to Justine Higginson and Year 7 Home Group Teachers
for making the day a fun and energetic day in the sun and sea.

Year 9 Flinders University Excursion

Our Year 9 students ventured to Flinders University on Friday
the 10th November. Flinders University staff and student
mentors offer a program called The River Journey. The aim of
this program is to identify necessary skills they have now and
how these can translate into a possible future pathway. The
emphasis on university as a post school option was discussed
in ‘flash mentoring’ sessions where current university students
were able to speak with our students about university life and
expectations. There was an excellent Science display called
‘Cooling Gases’ where lots of learning about temperature and
gases took place amid frozen flowers and loud bangs. Finally,
all students were provided a booklet called ‘The River Journey’
and were taken through a seminar based on their skills and
abilities.

Here’s what one student thought of the day.

The trip we had on Friday opened my mind about university I
always wanted to go to university and be an astronomer and do
a Bachelor of Science there but I have to wait until three years’
time because I’m only in Year nine. Since I was little space was
a massive interest in me and what up there is there intelligence
beyond earth and live on other planets and one of my dreams
is to go to Mars and research other galaxies.

By Amanda Kube 9HGA
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ADULT LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES FOR
2018!

Would you like to gain confidence, update or
learn new skills?

You are invited to join a number of adults in our community
who have gained extensive skills and confidence in Microsoft
Publisher, Word, Powerpoint and Excel through our Community
Centre adult learning program or perhaps you would like to
explore some new employment options in the health/
community industry? Completing a Certificate 3 in Health
Services Assistance at Paralowie R-12 School can open new
doors, to a fulfilling career in Aged Care, Disability Services, or
Community Services or Nursing, or it could be a pathway to
further study in many other areas.

If you are interested to learn more about any of these
opportunities, please telephone Mary Jo Bellew at school on
8182 7222, or call in to the front office, or Community Centre.
Some criteria apply. An information session will be held later
this term. Why not come along to our information session and
explore your new pathway!

MARY JO BELLEW
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS
Thank you to all the families that supported our fundraising
activities this term – the Tea Towels and the Sausage Sizzle on
Sports Day. Funds raised will support the learning environment
for our students.

UPDATING STUDENT INFORMATION
If you have moved house, updated your phone, have a new
email address or wanting to delete or add someone to the

Emergency Contact List, please remember to ring the school
to update this information with staff in the front office. It is

vital in case of emergencies that all information is updated to
ensure direct communication to parents and guardians.

Thank you.

TERM 4 CALENDAR
Please download the calendar here. Copies are also available
from the Front Office.

SCHOOL BELL TIMES
School commences at 8.40am

Recess: 11.05 - 11.25am
Lunch: 12.55 -1.35pm

School finishes 3.00pm
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MEGA COURTS INDOOR SOCCER
WINDSOR GARDENS

We have recently started a new MEGA League Indoor Soccer
competition for boys and girls aged 5 to 14 at MEGA Courts

in Windsor Gardens. We also offer Kinderkick for young
people aged 2 – 4 years and FUTSAL from Under 6 to Under

12’s.

Web: See link below:
Email: info@simplyfootball.com.au

http://www.simplyfootball.com.au/

Please find ALL the information required in the attached
document.

SCHOOL POLICIES REMINDERS
UNIFORM: Some students occasionally wear jackets or other
non-school uniform clothing to keep warm. Whilst this is a
reasonable idea to and from school, it does not fit into our
school uniform policy. Once on the school grounds and
especially in class, all students need to be displaying full
school uniform. Students and parents are reminded that navy,
black and blue denim are the only colours permitted as the
lower part of their uniform e.g. jeans, track pants, shorts and
skirts. NO leggings are permitted at all.

HATS: As part of our Sun Smart Policy, ALL students in
Reception to Year 6 are required to wear a hat in the school
yard, if they are not wearing a hat they will be directed to a
shaded area. Hats are available in the front office for $11.50.

MOBILE PHONES: All student phones must be turned off in
all classes starting with Home Group at 8.40am. Students can
turn their phones back on for recess, lunch and straight after
school. This ensures students and their teachers maintain
their focus on teaching and learning. Parents are welcome to
ring the school on 8182 7222 if you urgently need to contact
your child.

AEROSOL SPRAYS: Students are reminded that all
AEROSOL SPRAYS are BANNED at school. They are a health
hazard to students and staff when sprayed within school
buildings. Students spraying aerosols has resulted in staff and
students requiring urgent medical treatment. This can lead to
hospitalisation in the case of severe asthmatics. THERE ARE
ALTERNATIVE ROLL-ON PRODUCTS THAT CAN BE USED.
Any student bringing AEROSOL SPRAYS to school will have
them confiscated.

SALISBURY SWIMMING CENTRE
EXCITING SUMMER OFFERS!

SWIMMING LESSON FOR ALL AGES - A large range of
affordable swimming lessons are available to suit all levels and
abilities for children and adults. Lessons will run on a Tuesday
and Thursday afternoon and Saturday and Sunday morning,
cost is $15.00 per week and allows access to the pool at all
other times throughout the season.

For more information call 8286 0900

DISCOUNT ENTRY FOR STUDENTS ENROLLED IN
SCHOOLS IN THE SALISBURY COUNCIL - COOL DOWN
AFTER SCHOOL IN THE SUMMER HEAT! Children who are
enrolled in a school within the Salisbury council district can
visit the Salisbury Swimming Centre after school every week
day for only $2.50! This means Monday to Friday from 3pm
onwards! This is a discount of $2 each time for each child.
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