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A VERY BIG THANK you to all families for your
cooperation and support over the year with all the

restrictions in place due to Covid-19.
We understand the HUGE disappointment that

limited capacity to some of our events have caused
our families over the year.

Enjoy your break, stay safe and we hope that 2021
will be a year to celebrate!

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Phew, we finally got there. I spoke about
the challenges of 2020 in our last
newsletter, so I won’t go there again.
However, I do again want to acknowledge
and thank our parent community for their
support and understanding, particularly in
relation to the cancelling of events,
restricted access to end of year events and

not entering the school grounds.

We do not know what 2021 is going to bring but I am quietly
hopeful it will pretty much be business as usual and we are
planning for it that way.

School Improvement

The school improvement focus for 2021 will not change. My
ambitious goal is for every student at Paralowie to be able to
read at the level equal to their chronological age across all the
different text types. If the child is 7 years old, they are able
to fluently read books written for a 7 year old and answer
comprehension questions from that book. If the child is 14
years old, they are able to fluently read books written for a 14
year old and answer comprehension questions from that book.
If you are 14 years old, in year 9 but have a reading age of 7, it
is going to be very challenging to engage with the texts written

for you to use at that year level. This situation does exist in our
school but less than it did in 2019. I am pleased to report that
despite the interrupted year, we have more students reading
at their correct reading age than we did in 2019. Learning to
read is hard work, it is not natural, and the brain is not naturally
wired up to read. Learning to speak is perfectly natural, our
brain is wired so that we develop oral language as we grow
and get older. Learning to read must be explicitly taught and
then explicitly practiced. The coming holiday break will be an
excellent time to support your child to get in plenty of reading
practice. Imagine how excited your child will be if they left at the
end of 2020 at a particular reading level and when they returned
in 2021 they were assessed at reading at a higher level. Who is
prepared to accept that challenge?

Staff acknowledgements

As this is our last newsletter for the year, I would like to take this
opportunity to sincerely thank all the staff of the school for their
continued support of our students and of each other. It is due
to their commitment to excellence and dedication to the value
of learning that we continue to be a school that works hard to
provide the best educational experiences for our children.

As Paralowie is a large school it is inevitable that we will have
a changeover of staff at the end of each year. Staff choose
to leave for a number reasons; some have been here for a
number of years and feel it is time to explore other teaching
opportunities, others have decided to move to be closer to
family and some have accepted higher level positions as they
continue in their educational leadership journey. No matter what
the reason, we are going to miss all of them.

There are a number of changes to the executive leadership
positions for 2021 and I would like to take a few moments to
acknowledge the work of those leaders and thank them for
their dedication, passion and commitment to doing their best to
improve learning opportunities for students at Paralowie.

Peter Groves has been at Paralowie for over 20 years, during
that time he has held a number of different leadership positions
but has been the Deputy Principal for the past 13 years. During
his time at Paralowie Peter has initiated, organised and
participated in a very wide range of activities all designed to
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expand the learning opportunities for students. The Success
Trip is just one example of the initiatives Peter has introduced to
the school that is now an embedded part of Paralowie culture.
Peter is taking some well-earned leave before retiring sometime
in the future and on behalf of the Paralowie School community
sincerely thank him for his commitment of time and energy to
improving many, many aspects for both operational practices
and school culture.

Anita Stoll has co-led the R-6 school for the past 2 years but
has chosen a different direction for her work in 2021. I would
like to thank her for her dedication and commitment to bringing
stability to the R-6 school and ensuring there was a strong
focus on reading, phonics and the quality of teaching practice.

Ben Abbott has led the Year 7-9 Middle school for the past
4 years and has been responsible for a number changes and
improvements across the middle school with transition
processes for Paralowie year 6 to 7 students and year 7 to 8
students from our feeder primary schools being a significant
piece of his work. Ben has been a passionate and committed
leader for this school and I wish him every success in the next
aspect of his career.

Chris Frahn has led our senior school for the past year. She
has worked tirelessly to support senior students be successful
in their academic studies and in navigating the complexities of
life as a year 12 student. She has encouraged our students to
strive for success through the challenges of Covid-19 and has
strengthened and further developed the knowledge and skills of
our senior school leadership team. Our best wishes to Chris as
she moves into a new leadership role at Salisbury East HS.

There is also another significant change to the Paralowie
leadership team with Elisha Scordo accepting a higher-level
leadership position in another site. Ellisha has been the R-6
Student Wellbeing Leader for the past 3 years and during
this time has been responsible for a huge number of student
wellbeing programs and fund raising events. Ellisha has given
everything as she worked on improving the wellbeing of R-6
students and ensuring school is a safe and supportive
environment. I would like to thank Ellisha for her significant
commitment to this work and for her energy and determination
to achieve the high expectations she has of herself and the
initiated programs. We are very fortunate to somebody else on
staff who will continue this work and welcome Danae Thomas
to this position.

Each of these leaders has been or will be replaced with a new
leader for the commencement of the 2021 school year.

Kerry Williams will be the new R-12 deputy Principal.

Nicole Sander, while not new to the school, will be taking over
from Anita Stoll to co-lead the R-6 School with Susie Searles.

Stuart Banytis who is also not new to the school will be new
Middle School senior leader.

Shelly Brown will be taking over the leadership of Senior School

Danae Thomas taking over as R-6 Student Wellbeing Leader.

At the time of writing this article our teaching and ancillary
staffing had not been finalised but I would like to thank all
teachers and school support officers for their dedication and
their commitment of time and energy to support our students to
be better equipped for the next stage of their learning journey.
As I said in the last newsletter, this is a great school with great
kids, supported by great teachers and support staff.

I would like to thank our Governing Council for the support and
counsel they have offered throughout the year in supporting me
with the governance of our school and thank you to parents,
businesses and community groups for your support of us
throughout the year.

To all staff, students and parents I would like to wish you a safe
and happy holiday and a successful and positive 2021.

PETER MCKAY
PRINCIPAL

STUDENT AWARD WINNERS FOR 2020
A huge congratulations to the following students who were

award winners in 2020, and congratulations to the parents and
carers for your ongoing support.

Students receiving awards should expect them in the post
shortly.

RECEPTION CURRICULUM AWARDS

English Scarlett Janssen

EALD Raksmey Moeung

Mathematics Peter Tran

Science Hadid Kazemi

H&PE Sally Do

The Arts Abbygayle Okot

Technology Jaikob Groves

HASS Isaac Newnham

YEARS 1-2 CURRICULUM AWARDS

English Sophie Ing

EALD Mehran Sedaqat

Indonesian Vyolette Ryan

Mathematics Zimey Sok

Science Ruby Goodwin

H&PE Lucy Ooyendyk

The Arts Natalie Lowe

Technology Blake Martinaitis

HASS Lexi Price

THE ARTS Yr 3-4 Nida Najafi

Yr 5-6 Olivia Perkins

VISUAL ARTS Yr 7 Makayla Collard

Yr 8 Christine Chheuy

Yr 9 Janina Valdrez

2



Yr 10 CJ Lazarus

PERFORMING ARTS Yr 7 Sophie Fischer

Yr 8 Latisha Elphick

Yr 9 Laticia Cox

Yr 10 Parvin Mohammadi

YR 11 ART

MUSIC Pau Lam Mung Hau Nam

DRAMA PERFORMANCE AJ Sorre

VISUAL ART Caitlyn Trenaman

DIGITAL DESIGN Kanyarat Chaipibool

CREATIVE ART Kim Jones

EALD AWARDS Yr
3-4

Abiha Safdari

Yr
5-6

Christina
Phanphy

Yr 7 Juliena Hok

Yr 8 Anel Hodzic

Yr 9 Sivling Chhun

Yr
10

Zainal Siddick

ENGLISH AWARDS Yr
3-4

Amy Herbert

Yr
5-6

Caitlyn Emery

Yr 7 Dakota Jarvis

Yr 8 Aaron Boyle

Yr 9 Thalia
Carruthers

Yr
10

Grace Stewart

ESSENTIAL ENGLISH Yr
11

Amber Shultz

ENGLISH Yr
11

Caitlyn
Treneman

EALD YR
11

Hetvi Bhatt

LITERACY Yr11 Jorjia Kranz Hill

INDONESIAN (LOTE) Yr
3-4

Rosalie Keo

Yr
5-6

Elliot Gauci

Yr 7 Addison Nesbitt

Yr 8 Ning Ling Ning

Yr 9 San San
Dopmul

Yr
10

Nazdana Taheri

BUILDING PATHWAYS Yr 9 Heer Gadhavi

PLP Yr
10

Rhylee Weir

RESEARCH PROJECT Yr
11

Hetvi Bhatt

HEALTH & PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

Yr
3-4

Tyler Collard

Yr
5-6

Socheata Neak

Yr 7 Chelsea Hodge

Yr 8 Philimen
Uwineza

Yr 9 Fononga Tuifua

Yr
10

Gabriel Austria

PE Yr
11

Leila Sahinovic

SPECIAL INTEREST SPORT Yr
11

Katherine
Gabison

HOME ECONOMICS Yr 7 Makayla Collard

Yr 8 Veronica
Horveh

Yr 9 Thuy Quach

Yr
10

Zainal Siddik

FOOD & HOSPITALITY Yr
11

Elma Sahinovic

COMMUNITY STUDIES Yr
11

Hannah
McInnes

MATHEMATICS Yr
3-4

Arman Rahimi

Yr
5-6

Ashalee Jones

Yr 7 Raksa Sok

Yr 8 Muzammil
Abbas

Yr 9 Hannah Do

Yr
10

Unish Basnet

MATHS GENERAL Yr
11

Kanyarat
Chaipbool

PURE MATHS Yr
11

Hetvi Bhatt

MATHS ESSENTIAL Yr
11

Jemma
Mitselberg

MATHS NUMERACY Yr
11

Amber Schultz

PSYCHOLOGY Yr
11

Ashlee Slater

SCIENCE Yr
3-4

Keshav
Krishnan
Mysore

Yr
5-6

Aaliah Giacopini

Yr 7 Suraya Haidari

Yr 8 Christopher
Forster
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Yr 9 Hanna Do

Yr
10

Rhylee Weir

PHYSICS Yr
11

Esther Kidega

CHEMISTRY Yr11 Montanna
Paddick

BIOLOGY Yr
11

Hetvi Bhatt

HASS Yr
3-4

Kaiden Eling

Yr
5-6

Kayden Vo

Yr 7 Samira Basnet

Yr 8 Mahawa Horveh

Yr 9 Sivling Chunn

Yr
10

Jef Tshowe

TOURISM Yr
11

Alexandra
Sartori

LEGAL Yr
11

Elma Sahinovic

SOCIETY & CULTURE Yr
11

Leila Sahinovic

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY Yr 7 Ella Sergi

Yr 8 Christopher
Forster

Yr 9 Cooper Skelton

Yr
10

Franc Daitol

DESIGN,TECHNOLOGY AND
ENGINEERING

Yr
3/4

Rachel
Campbell

Yr
5/6

Arman Haidari

Yr 7 Arif Mohammadi

Yr 8 Georgia Norris

Yr 9 Oliviah Farah

Yr
10

Rhylee Weir

Yr
11

Montanna
Paddick

YEAR 12 AWARDS

Design, Technology and Engineering Pamarson
Gabison

Community Studies Boramay
Hao

Community Studies Jacob
Young

Maths Essentials Darcy
Naseli

Specialist Maths, Maths Methods,
Chemistry, Biology and English

Kelly
Nguyen

Positive Psychology Bandana
Basnet

Maths General, EALD Forum
Pandya

Integrated Learning – Biology Keeley
Symons

Tourism Tiffany
Coad

Food & Hospitality, Phys Education and
Essential EALD

Laitiah
Huynh

Essential English Emily
Milburn

Creative Arts Faraja
Umutoni

Music Niiba
Kumaina

Society & Culture Valentina
Vender

Physics Zuriel
Villarino

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
AWARD-ROTARY

Yr 10 Tahereh
Hosseini

YOUTH OPPORTUNITY AWARD Yr 10 Grace
Stewart

Yr 11 Caleb
Thompson

Yr 12 Faraja
Umutoni

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP AWARD Rec. Amelia
Murphy

Yr
1-2

Samson
Gono

Yr
3-4

Blake Culley

Yr
5-6

Lucy Rudge

Yr
7-9

Latisha
Elphick

Yr 11 Stamili
Hamisi

ADF LONG TAN AWARD FOR
FUTURE INNOVATIONS

Yr 10 Michael
Fitzsimmons

ADF LONG TAN AWARD FOR
OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP &
TEAMWORK

Yr 10 Rhylee Weir

ADF LONG TAN AWARD FOR
FUTURE INNOVATIONS

Yr 12 Kelly
Nguyen

ADF LONG TAN AWARD FOR
OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP &
TEAMWORK

Yr 12 Bandana
Basnet

LEARNING ACHIEVEMENT R-2 James
Garven

4



Yr
3-4

Caden
Williams

Yr
5-6

Mikayla
Gilbert

Yr
7-9

Jayden
Emery

Yr
10-12

Caleb
Thompson

OUTSTANDING PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL
SPORTS

R-2 Sports Person of the Year Cruz McBride

3-4 Sports Person of the Year Tahlia Norton

5-6 Sports Person of the Year Jensen Swann

Middle School

Sports Person of the Year Cody Sergi

Senior School

Sports Person of the Year Adam Deakin

SAPSASA

Sports Person of the Year Sreypich Liv

7-12 Volleyball

Sports Person of the Year Laitiah Huynh

VET CURRICULUM AWARD

Ashlee Slater

TIRKANTHI AWARD

R-2 Lylah Martin

Year 3-4 Mayson Pridham

Year 5-6 Mikee Gotch

Middle School Latisha Elphick

SAASTA Rochelle Smith

STUDENT OF THE YEAR

Rec. Madelynn Richardson

Yr 1-2 Erin Graham

Yr 3-4 Althea Villamor

Yr 5-6 Helena Gono

Yr 7 Makayla Collard

Yr 8 Chris Forster

Yr 9 Amer Hodzic

Yr 10 Grace Stewart

Yr 11 Hetvi Bhatt

Yr 12 Forum Pandya

R-6 NEWS
After what has been an unpredictable and difficult year,
I wish you all a very happy, safe and enjoyable festive
season and holiday break.

Staffing News

Congratulations to Nicole Sander who will be carrying out the
role of R-6 Senior Leader in 2021. Duncan Brown will also be
joining the R-6 leadership team in the role of Engagement and
Achievement Leader.

At this time, we say farewell to a number of contract staff
including Brodie Forbes, Cass Wright, Karen Elliot, Julie
Armstrong, Nidhi Tripathi and Paula Tsalamangos. We thank
them all for the many contributions that they have made to the
Paralowie School community.

We also have 3 teachers who will be taking maternity leave
in 2021. We wish Verity Hocking, Emma Schubert and Ebony
Ween much joy in the coming months.

Class Placements 2021

Our R-6 transition was held on Thursday 10th December
whereby students spent the morning in their new location with
their class teacher and classmates for 2021. We trust that this
was an enjoyable time and enabled students to feel reassured
about their placement for 2021.

Enclosed in your child’s end of year report envelope, distributed
on Thursday afternoon, was confirmation of their teacher and
location for 2021. Please be aware that some classes will be
moving to another location when the Junior Primary building is
complete.

Class Structures 2021

In 2021 we will once again have 23 R-6 classes.

The structure is as follows:

3 Reception classes

4 Year 1 classes

3 Year 2 classes

3 Year 3 classes

1 Year 3/4 class

2 Year 4 classes

1 Year 4/5 class

2 Year 5 classes

4 Year 6 classes

Kind regards,

SUSIE SEARLES
HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

New Enrolments

Please contact our front office urgently on 8182 7222 if
younger siblings will be joining us in 2021 so that we can
arrange an enrolment meeting.

5



CHILDREN’S UNI GRADUATION
On Friday, Paralowie held its Children’s University Graduation
in the R-6 Gym. Although different to previous years, it was a
wonderful experience and the students loved being celebrated
by their peers. The students all received a GRADUATION
BEAR. We cannot wait for our students to participate again next
year! Please enjoy the photos below.

YEAR 6 CLASSES ENJOY THEIR
SECONDARY SCHOOL EXPERIENCE

During this term Year 6 classes conducted some of their
lessons in the secondary part of the school.

We have been trialling a new transition program, allowing the
current Year 6 cohort to familiarise themselves with some of the
specialist areas of the High School. This has been a fantastic
initiative in steadying the ever-growing nerves of our Year 6's
as they get closer to finishing their time in Primary School.
Becoming familiar with Science, Drama, Tech Studies, Home
Economics and Art has been invaluable for our student's
confidence.

What made the transition classes all the more special were
the teachers who agreed to give up their much cherished NIT
(especially at this time of the year!) to help introduce our Year
6's to the Middle School areas.

On behalf of the Year 6 staff and students could we please
send a HUGE thank you to Secondary Teachers, Sean, Julie,
Sheldon, Nick, Phillip, Danae, Shanice, Kelly, Daniel and Jane
who all selflessly volunteered their own time in order to benefit
our future Middle Schoolers. Thanks so much to Leadership
across the site for facilitating this also.

A full Year 6 transition day was then held on Thursday 3rd
December.

BRODIE FORBES
YEAR 6 CLASS TEACHER EL3

R-6 PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE
2020

We are so pround to let you all know that in the 17th year of
the Premier’s Reading Challenge, Paralowie School has been
selected as one of the 55 Outstanding Premier's Reading
Challenge Schools for 2020.

This means recognition from the Premier of South Australia,
The Honorable Steven Marshall, in the form of a congratulatory
letter, a framed certificate and a selection of books for the
library.

We have earned this acknowledgement because of the number
of students who consistently read books and complete the
challenge.

695 schools in South Australia and over 132,900 students
completed the challenge this year.

Congratulations to Bridie McPhee from EL 2, Rhya Poudyel
and Brandon Ang from EL 3, Alexander Morgan from EL 4 and
James Bryant and Mikee Gotch from EU3 for achieving the
‘Hall of Fame: Reader For Life Award’. This award recognises
students who have completed the challenge for 8 continuous
years.

Congratulations also to the 43 students who achieved the Hall
of Fame award for 7 continuous years of completing the
challenge.

A huge congratulations to Tyler Franklin from TS2, Tyler
participated in the Premier’s Reading Challenge Indonesian
Competition 2020. He read a book about Indonesia and wrote
a review about that book. Tyler's review was one of the 150
best reviews in South Australia, and he received an Indonesian
Leader’s Reading Challenge medal.

A special mention to the following students for reading the most
books:

From TS2 – Namra Bhatt – 317, Cadan Williams – 234,
Tahlia Norton – 110
From Room 4 – Mia Harrison – 238, Ylleze Villarino
– 234, Skye May – 231, Althea Villamor – 219, Amir
Hussain – 213
From Room 6 – Ayden Siciliano – 182, Layla Baldin –
172
From Room 7 – Rosalie Keo – 308, Cortina Mockett –
233, Abiha Safdari - 222

Our R-6 students have read a total of 21,973 books this year.

Congratulations to all students who participated and completed
the Premier’s Reading Challenge for 2020.

JANET CASSIDY
RESOURCE CENTRE
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TYLER FRANKLIN RECEIVING HIS INDONESIAN AWARDTYLER FRANKLIN RECEIVING HIS INDONESIAN AWARD
FROM BOU SYMONSFROM BOU SYMONS

HALL OF FAME: READERS FOR LIFE 8 YEARS OFHALL OF FAME: READERS FOR LIFE 8 YEARS OF
CONTINUOUSLY COMPLETING THE READING CHALLENGECONTINUOUSLY COMPLETING THE READING CHALLENGE

PARALOWIE R-12 READING AWARDS
YEARS 7-10

On Friday 27th November, the Paralowie Semester Two
Reading Awards and Premier’s Reading Challenge Awards
were presented in recognition of those students who had
demonstrated the qualities and characteristics of dedicated
readers.

As part of the Semester Two Reading Awards, all Year 7-10
English/EALD teachers nominate one student in their class who
has demonstrated qualities such as “Engaging in Guided
Reading”, “Reaching Level Z in Running Records” or
“Supporting others with their reading”.

It was extremely pleasing to see many new faces receiving the
award due to their willingness to engage and support others
in their reading. As part of the presentation, recipients of these
awards will visit Ms Siney in the Library to select a new text to
take home and add to their library in recognition of their efforts.

After a quick address from Mr Mattei, our reading improvement
leader, and Mr McKay, our school Principal, students and staff
were treated to a special announcement.

In 2020, Paralowie R-12 School was recognised as one
of only fifty-five schools in South Australia who reached
‘Outstanding Achievement in the 2020 Premier’s Reading
Challenge’.

Of the seven hundred schools that participated in this year’s
challenge, it was a proud achievement for our 2020 cohort of
students. Schools receiving this recognition would be invited
to the Adelaide Zoo to receive their certificate, but his had
been cancelled due to COVID. Instead, students viewed
pre-recorded messages from the virtual MC, Rebecca Morse,
the Minister for Education, Hon John Gardner, and South
Australia’s Premier, Mr Steven Marshall.

This was a wonderful event which showcased the ongoing
commitment by our students in developing their reading skills
to become balanced readers.

On behalf of the English, EALD and Library staff,
congratulations to those students recognised for their reading
efforts in 2020. To borrow the words of our Premier, “we want
to create a state full of young South Australians who enjoy
reading and will be readers for life”.

MICHAEL MATTEI
R-10 READING IMPROVEMENT & EALD SENIOR
LEADER

SPORTS VOUCHERS

Sports Vouchers is a Government of South Australia
initiative for primary school age children from Reception
to Year 7 to receive a $100 discount from sport or dance

membership fees each year.

Please click on the link for more information

https://sportsvouchers.sa.gov.au/

SUCCESS TRIP 2020
The school community at Paralowie R-12 have many reasons
to be proud of our students and their achievements, none more
so than the 2020 Success trip participants from Years 7 – 9.

Normally, students are rewarded with a four-day camp, based
at Moana Beach Caravan Park.

BUT not this year….. We decided to play ‘first for safety - safety
first’ and instead of the camp, we ventured off onto 4 different
excursions over four different days.
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Day 1: Thirty students and four staff went bushwalking
or exploring at Aldinga Scrub, Aldinga Wetlands and the
Pringle Farm Trail at Pt Noarlunga.
Day 2: Started with a drive to the world famous Pt
Noarlunga beach and reef. We collected some
‘ADVENTURE BAGS Of Rubbish’ whilst exploring the
coastline and then had a swim and caught some waves
with the school Boogie Boards.
Day 3: We ventured up to Mt Lofty Summit, the
Bridgewater Mill and then Stirling for lunch.
Day 4: Had us travelling to The Barossa Valley where
we visited Seppeltsfield, Menglers Hill and the Angaston
playground.

Lunches were delivered to us, or individually pre-packed for us
to pick up and we ate overlooking the beautiful blue waters of
Christies Beach and Pt Noarlunga and then amongst the leafy
greenery of Stirling and Angaston.

142 students qualified for the trip and the most outstanding 36
were invited.

These students won their place on the trip through their
magnificent attitudes, academic excellence and school service.

2020 was the 19th year Paralowie has implemented this reward
trip and in 2021, the trip will be bigger and better, So…… my
advice to all students who missed out and those that wish to go
again is: set some goals, work hard at achieving them, become
involved in extra school activities, most of all enjoy your year
and become involved in school life in general.

In 2021, Josh Bradbrook will be the Success Trip Organiser.

PETER GROVES
SUCCESS TRIP ORGANISER

GOTHIC SHOWCASE
On the 26th of November, Alana Attwood’s Year 10 English
Literature class hosted the 2020 Gothic Showcase in the
Senior School for staff and students of Paralowie. The
event showcased students’ understanding of Gothic
Literature conventions which explore boundaries,
opposites and the supernatural.

I must say it was so much fun to plan and execute. We started
planning for the Showcase in Week 2 of Term 4. As a class
we had to decide what we wanted in the Showcase, what
classes we needed to collaborate with, and how everything
was to be structured. We decided that we wanted a monster
doorway from Sheldon Wild’s Woodwork class, a photo both
from Robyn Mortimer’s Digital Tech class, science experiments
from Steve McKerlie’s Science classes, art pieces from Emma
Omar’s class and then performances from both Julie Martin’s
Drama students, and Lydia Puleski’s dance class! Then to top

it all off, we had music pieces created by Miriam Hodgkinson’s
Music students.

The Year 10 Literature class then planned out how we were
going to showcase all these amazing gothic themed projects.
We mapped out the Senior School and placed the different
displays in a maze-like area that was decorated with spooky,
gothic theme decorations, with some even being created by
the Year 10 Literature class! The setup day was the highlight
and most exciting part of this term for many in our class!
With everyone dressing up in some spooky outfits for the fun
occasion!

Guests were led through the spooky maze, and introduced
to an open, socially distanced seating area with a stage area
for our performers. We began the event with an introduction
to Gothic Literature and a brief description. We then had the
dance group perform two gothic themed pieces, followed by
a drama performance! We then had a narrative reading by
Michael Fitzsimmons followed by another drama performance,
ending the afternoon with narrative readings by both myself,
Rhylee Weir, and CJ Lazarus.

Everybody involved, both in the planning and execution of this
event, has something to be proud of and on behalf of the
students, I must say thank you to all the teachers involved,
with a special thank you to Mrs Attwood for being extremely
supportive and enthusiastic about this event! ! I believe that
the showcase made for a fun, exciting, and spooky end to
the school year, and will definitely be something that we all
remember!

RHYLEE WEIR
YEAR 10 STUDENT

SCHOOL SPORT WRAP UP
Paralowie achieved some great results in the sports that we
participated in throughout terms 1, 3 & 4 despite 2020 being a
frustrating year for school sport as Term 2 was fully cancelled
due to COVID.

Paralowie participated in 25 different events from Knockout
Sport SA, SAPSASA and Northern Zone School Sport
Carnivals. The following statistics are very impressive and we
are so proud of our students in their sporting achievements.

1st Place Finishes: 9
2nd Place Finishes: 7
3rd Place Finishes: 2

In 2020 Paralowie had over 163 different students participate
in events from Volleyball, Netball, Soccer, AFL, European
Handball & Cricket. Many sports were cancelled this year due
to the restrictions.

8



Term 1 sports for 2021 are already locked in, these sports
include: Track & Field, European Handball, Indoor Cricket,
Ultimate Frisbee, Ten Pin Bowling & Beach Volleyball.

A big thank you to all the staff and volunteers that assisted with
School Sport this year, without this support this program would
not be able to go ahead!

JOSHUA RUSSO
7-12 SCHOOL SPORTS COORDINATOR

TIRKANTHI NEWS

Naa marni! (Hello everyone!)

SAASTA

Unfortunately, due to the recent Covd-19 outbreaks in South
Australia, the Power Cup and SAASTA Shield had to be
cancelled in week 6. This was extremely disappointing for the
students as they have worked so hard all year to complete
assignments and train in preparation for this event. The
students understand that sometimes things happen that we
cannot control and so they have accepted this decision and put
their sights forward to 2021. For all the people, staff, students
and community members that have helped out with the
program this year, we would like to say thank you and we have
appreciated all of your efforts. It certainly wasn’t the end we
were hoping for but, we are still proud of what we achieved
as an Academy this year and look forward to going bigger and
better in 2021.

LOUIS SHARRAD

SACE

All our Aboriginal Year 12s and one Year 11 are on track for
100% SACE completion this year, and we are just waiting for
the final results to come back from the SACE moderation. To all
the Year 12 finishers, best of luck for next year and please keep
us up-to-date about what you’re up to!

AWARDS

Due to COVID restrictions, we were unable to host an awards
night for families, however we have still organised awards for
students who have demonstrated high attendance and have
shown significant improvement in their learning throughout the
year. We would like to congratulate the following students,
for winning either a High Attendance Award or an Academic
Development Award:

Tahnae, Natalie, Keeley, Hunter, Sinead, Sienna, Aiden,
Latisha, Shanteera, Jason, Gracie, Chelsea, Sienna,
Connor, Bailee, Suni, Mayson, Liam, Taleah, Ashalee,
Samantha, Mikee, Marshall, Livi, Aaron, Kylah, Brayden,
Tahlia, Rochelle, Jai, Tylah, Deja and James M.

Congratulations to all these students and we are very proud of
the effort you put in this year!

NATIVE GARDENS

In 2019, Louis Sharrad, Mark Mitchell and the Year 9 SAASTA
Connect students, worked with one of our Ngarrindjeri parents,
Phillip, to create an Aboriginal Native Garden. Then earlier this
year, a Quandong tree has been added to the centre. As you
can see, it hasn’t taken long for this garden to take off and it’s
looking amazing! We now have lots of younger students who
maintain and water the garden regularly. Well done to everyone
involved!

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Louis Sharrad on winning the SAASTA
Coordinator and Year Level Manager position for 2021! Louis
will continue to work with the Year 9-12 SAASTA program
students as well as support the students involved in the elite
sports and STEM academies, but he will also take on
responsibility for managing student behaviour for one of the
year levels.

THANK YOU

The Aboriginal Education Team, including Tom, Margy, Mark,
Robyn, Jeremy, Kelly H, Louis, Kelly B and Shane, would like
to thank you for all your support over the year, and wish you a
safe and enjoyable break during the school holidays! We have
lots of exciting things planned for next year

Please speak to any of the Aboriginal Education Team if you
have any questions about your child’s education or would like
to discuss their One Plan.

NAKUTHA (SEE YOU LATER)!
THE ABORIGINAL EDUCATION TEAM

MIDDLE SCHOOL WRAP
Term 4 is just about over and therefor the 2020 school year
comes to an end too.

It’s been a very different, tragic and ever changing year with so
many things happening it’s been a challenge keeping up with
the day to day local and global expectations. All students who
were at school in 2020 will remember this year as one where
we were challenged to continue the delivery of education by
whatever means available. Thanks to all parents and caregivers
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for the understanding and support of the students at Paralowie
School this year.

We were able to hold a successful Year 7 to 8 Orientation day
on the 3rd December and this was our one opportunity to invite
students to our school this year to sample what we have and
how High School is a different experience to Primary School.

We are about to start our Week 9 Activities week and staff have
prepared a range of learning activities that are educational and
creative with our annual visit to Semaphore still going ahead.

I would like to thank all staff associated with the Middle School
for an amazing year! All Home Group teachers did an exemplary
job communicating with families about attendance and
engagement and delivering the Extended Home Group
Program.

The Year Level managers did the most amazing job with
supporting students in every way possible as well as having a
curriculum role.

I thank our Administration Leadership Team for providing
leadership and background support especially this year under
the Covid 19 circumstances.

I thank all our SSO and Ancillary staff whose efforts in providing
learning, daily management and communication support for our
students is second to none.

So to the students, parents and carers and staff of Paralowie
School, thank you all for being part of my professional journey
for the last four years. I am returning to a teaching role at Le
Fevre High School starting next year and am looking forward
to the change. All the very best for the future and whatever
dreams come true.

BEN ABBOTT
SENIOR LEADER - MIDDLE SCHOOL

SENIOR SCHOOL
Our year has come to an end, and I would like to acknowledge
and thank the Senior School Coordinators; Josh Bradbrook,
Sandrine Poissonnier, An Ngo, Alana Attwood and David Kinna,
Senior School home group teachers and staff for their fantastic
work and commitment in supporting our students. We wish all
families a wonderful break and safe and happy holidays.

Please note the following key dates:

https://apps.sace.sa.edu.au/students-online/login.do

I wish all students the very best in their journey towards their
chosen career path.

Thank you
CHRIS FRAHN
SENIOR SCHOOL SENIOR LEADER

YEAR 10 STUDENTS MAKE BRIDES DAY
Recently Year 10 students Niiba, Kim and Syarah sang at
the wedding of secondary teacher Louisa Milanese, it was an
overwhelming event which the girls absolutely loved doing.

LOUISA SAID: “One of my favourite moments from my wedding
day was having Syarah, Kim & Niiba sing at my church
ceremony. They did an exceptional job and all our guests
commented on how wonderful they performed. They really
made the ceremony memorable and enjoyable and there was
a lot of emotion during their performance. Please congratulate
these students when they return next year.”

POSITIVE SCOTLAND: WHO ARE YOU?
WHO ARE WE?

Miss Holmes’ Year 10 ‘English in the Community’, class had to
opportunity to be part of a project called ‘Who are you? Who
are we?’ with an organisation called Positive Scotland.

The 'Who are You, Who are We' program uses technology to
bring together young people from across the world as 'virtual
pen pals'. This exciting new way to initiate a global conversation
lays the foundations for working together on topics, concepts
and ideas that they have identified are of interest to them.

In the project, students from Paralowie R-12 School and
Lornshill Academy in Clackmannanshire Scotland send videos
to each other asking questions about where they live and who
they are. The intended outcome of the project is that the young
people identify a topic or area of interest from the other that
they want to find out more about and create a project from this.

The ‘English in the Community’ class here at Paralowie have
been learning about effective communication and stereotypes
in their English class. Five selected students were matched up
with a partner almost like a virtual pen pal and have sent their
initial introduction videos to Scotland.

Covid Lockdowns in Scotland and here in Adelaide have made
the project more difficult than anticipated, but we hope we can
continue the program into 2021.

MISS HOLMES’ ENGLISH IN THE COMMUNITY CLASS

• Year 12 Results will be released at 8.30 am on
Tuesday 15 December 2020.

• End-of-year results can be accessed in Students
Online:

• Students can log on with their SACE Registration
number and their personal password

• Students will also receive an official certificate (if
eligible) of their SACE Achievement and Record of
Achievement (ROA) in the post.
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IMPORTANT FIRE PREVENTION NOTICES

COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS
2020 has challenged and stretched us! We've learnt different
ways to learn and communicate using new technology. It's
delightful to see so many adults determined to continue
developing English skills and join in our Community Centre
programs despite the disruption. I know the kids have missed
playgroup! Congratulations to all our parents who've gained
new skills and confidence.

Thank you to everyone who has helped make it a successful
year through the changes, lockdowns and uncertainty. Thanks
to Selia who has continued to show creativity and passion
to ensure the learning and support continued. Thanks also to
Roqia who supported our creche with positivity and care, and
to Latifa who volunteered so generously when we needed more
creche support. Thanks to our Parents & Friends group who
have been there supporting in a number of ways behind the
scenes, and no doubt activity will fire up next year.

Best wishes to all our families for a safe and happy holiday
break. We look forward with anticipation to 2021.

MARY JO BELLEW
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

SA WOMEN’S HEALTH
The Women's & Children's Hospital have recently begun an
exciting new study investigating whether meditation can
improve quality of life and coping in adolescents with PCOS.
The study involves participants being allocated into either a
meditation group or a healthy lifestyle education group. Please
see attached information for more details.

2021 - PLEASE REMEMBER TO USE OUR
KISS AND DROP ZONE

FROM Coreena Avenue THROUGH TO Halba Crescent

SAFETY PROCEDURES
**10 KM PER HOUR SPEED LIMIT

**ONE WAY TRAFFIC ONLY the ENTRANCE on Coreena Ave
and EXIT onto Halba Cres.

**THIS IS A SHARED ZONE, STUDENTS WILL BE WALKING
TO AND FROM SCHOOL IN THIS AREA, PLEASE BE

VIGILANT AND OBSERVE THE SPEED LIMIT!

THIS IS A NO PARKING AREA - DROP OFF AND
PICK UP ONLY

The boom gates are open between 8:00am – 9:30am and
2:30pm – 4:00pm approximately during operational school

days. The boom gates will be locked at all other times.
There will be a staff member on yard duty during the

afternoon from 3:00pm – 3:20pm.
Responsible use of this area will help to reduce the

congestion in surrounding streets.
Please avoid parking in school car parks.

Keeping our students safe is our main priority!

ORDERING SCHOOL LUNCHES ON LINE

Our Canteen is partnered with Flexischools to make
ordering school lunches easier. There is a Flexischools App
that you can download. You can place an order and make a

payment. Selection via the app is a bit limited.

Students will still have the option to order as they have been
previously.

Pamphlets are available in the front office or you can sign up
by going to:

http://flexischools.com.au

EMOTIONAL WELLBEING FOR OUR KIDS
AT HOME

Professor Marjory Ebbeck from the University of South
Australia lists some practical strategies that can be considered
when supporting our students through these difficult times.

• Encourage children to talk to express their emotions
and better understand what has/is happening.

• Emphasise that it is okay to be angry about what has/
is happening is important.

• Follow the leads of children. If they do not wish to talk
then, above all, do not force discussion.

• Be tolerant and allow extra time for tasks where
necessary.
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PROTECTING YOUR CHILD ONLINE

For most of us, the Internet is part of our daily routine for
keeping in touch with family and friends.

While it offers many benefits, there are also a range of safety
and security risks associated with internet use. Being aware of
the risks helps you make informed choices about its use.

Facebook users must be 13 years and older.
Instagram users must be 13 years and older.
Snapchat users must be 13 years and older.

Nine tips to staying safe

When an application is used incorrectly, it has the
potential to cause harm. It is important that you openly
communicate with your child about how they are using an app
and the legal and ethical ramifications of inappropriate use.
They also need to be aware of the dangers of communicating
with people they don’t know.

Another important fact to note is that evening screen time
greatly affects sleep. Using devices before bedtime may cause
grogginess in the morning.

Mobile phones, computers and TVs emit blue light. Studies
have shown that exposure to that bluish light during the
two hours before bed can keep us from getting a good
night's rest. Therefore, it’s important to ensure that your
child’s devices are securely turned off and out of reach, well
before bedtime.

CHEERIO NETBALL CLUB

Trial details for the 2021 Winter Netball Season

STRIKERS SCHOOL HOLIDAY CRICKET
PROGRAM

• Provide opportunities for outdoor physical activity.

• Check that children are drinking enough water and
eating.

• Answer questions honestly and share positive stories
that have emerged.

• Above all, try to be positive.

1. Talk with your family about good online safety.

2. Install up to date security software.

3. Turn on automatic updates on all your software.

4. Think carefully before you click on links and
attachments, particularly on social networking
sites.

5. Regularly check and adjust your privacy settings.

6. STOP and think before you post any photos or
personal information about yourself, friends or
family.

7. Report and talk to someone about anything online
that makes you feel uncomfortable or threatened.

8. Use strong passwords; change these a couple of
times a year and tell no one.

9. Regularly check with your children to know what
sites they are accessing.
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North Pines Sports and Social Club

REGISTRATION DAY
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