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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Well the final term is well underway and so
is the business that comes with it, and then
we have the lockdown. Fortunately, the
Year 12’s had completed their exams and
submitted their final pieces of work for
external moderation. They now have the
nervous wait for the release of the SACE
results on Tuesday December 15th. Year
11’s had made a start on their exams in preparation for the
completion of their academic year and an indicator of how well
they have prepared for the rigours of Year 12 when the
lockdown forced us to have to rethink that space. Again,
fortunately staff had a range of alternatives in place and no Year
11 student will be disadvantaged.
Term 4 is also the term for several important events in our
school calendar, but we have had to cancel, modify, or restrict
access to many of these. Transitioning from kindy to reception
and from Year 7 to Year 8 have been changed to ensure we
can support new students starting at Paralowie in 2021. The
Children’s University Program graduation has been cancelled,
as has our whole of school Presentation Night although we are
looking at perhaps being able to hold this event very early in the
new year. Our term time swimming for the primary school was
cut short but we are still hopeful that the activities week for the
middle school will be able to continue to give the students a
really positive finish to the year.
The Year 12 farewell assembly is always a highlight in term
4 and unfortunately we had to restrict the number of family
members able to attend and celebrate with their Year 12
student. Thank you to parents and family members of our
Year 12’s for your understanding as to why we had to restrict
access. At least we were able to maintain what I think is a very
special aspect of the assembly and in having the completion
certificates given to the Year 12’s by our Reception/Year 1
students.

Email: dl.1099.info@schools.sa.edu.au
Phone: 08 8182 7222
Fax: 08 8281 5859

It has been a challenging year, and lots has been written about
and spoken about the effects of the pandemic. It has
dominated the media. And while people tend to want to focus
on what we have lost, even if temporarily, I think we should
place more emphasis on what we have learned and will
continue to learn.
We have learned more about infection control and the effective
use of lockdowns to control the spread of a virus. We have felt
firsthand the impact of the loss of Australian manufacturing and
the need to rethink sending this offshore. It has reinforced how
great our state is as a place to visit as a tourist destination,
and how great is Australia as a tourist destination. I asked the
Year 12’s to consider the new occupational pathways created
or expanded by the pandemic; research medicine –
manufacturing – transport – ICT – cyber security and tourism.
And importantly, to be resilient – I acknowledged they have
already demonstrated they are a resilient person as it takes
resilience and “grit” to complete Year 12 in any year, but more
so than ever this year. The ability to cope with problems and
setbacks and to use our personal unique skills and strengths
to recover from these challenges will be a cornerstone of their
adult life. Given the year it has been, I think our class of 2020
need special recognition, and I wish them all the best in their
future endeavours.
Term 4 also has a note of sadness as we learn of a number
of staff who will not be returning in 2021. Some of these are
cause for celebration as staff have been successful in winning
higher leadership positions in other sites and some are a
disappointment as we have been unable to retain people due
to the nature of the school staffing process. I should be able
to make this information available in our last newsletter for the
year.
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However, thankfully it is not all doom and gloom. There have
been many reasons to celebrate and lots of other events to
expand our student’s learning this term. You will find stories and
pictures of these as you read through the newsletter and I hope
you finish the read with same thought that I do, despite all the
challenges, we are a great school with great kids.
PETER MCKAY
PRINCIPAL

the beginning of the year which will mean there will need to be
considerable movement of R-6 classes to their more permanent
teaching spaces during the beginning months of 2021.
When this facility is complete, it will allow for our Junior Primary
students to move into the new space and all of our upper
primary classes to return to ground level classrooms.
More information regarding individual classes in the coming
weeks.

Staffing News
VARIETY SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

We will say farewell two of our R-6 leaders at the end of 2020.

Applications for the Variety Scholarships Program are open
until 30 November, 2020.

Congratulations to Ellisha Scordo and Anita Stoll who have
both won positions at other sites. We wish them all the best in
their new positions.
Congratulations also to Renata Zandona who will continue in
the role of R-6 Intervention Leader for 2021.

Class Structures 2021
In 2021 we will once again have 23 R-6 classes.
The structure is as follows:

Variety offers scholarships in Sports and the Arts to talented
children who are sick, disadvantaged (socio-economically or
geographically) or have special needs of up to $3k per annum.

3Reception classes
4Year 1 classes
3Year 2 classes
3Year 3 classes
1Year 3/4 class
2Year 4 classes
1Year 4/5 class
2Year 5 classes
4Year 6 classes

Applications are now open -

Kind regards,

https://variety.smartygrants.com.au/scholarship2020

SUSIE SEARLES
HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

New Enrolments

R-6 NEWS
Thank you to all families for your cooperation and support
as we continue to work with current restrictions in place
due to Covid-19. We understand the disappointment that
limited capacity to some of our events have caused but
hope that you are able to continue to enjoy these in their
current format.

Please contact our front office urgently if younger siblings
will be joining us in 2021 so that we can arrange an
enrolment meeting.
Our Preschool to School transition visits began on Thursday
19th November 2020. The next two days are as follows:
Transition Day 2

Please see below for the upcoming R-6 events.

Thursday 26th November 2020 - meet at the Primary Gym 9am-11.30am

Term 4

Transition Day 3

Week 8, 3/12

Year 6 to 7 Transition Day

Week 8, 4/12

End of Year Concert

Week 9, 7/12

Year 6/7/8 Splash Day

Week 9, 9/12

Year 6 Graduation

Week 9, 10/12

R-6 Whole School Transition

R-6 Classrooms 2021
We are becoming extremely eager as the new Junior Primary
classrooms (behind the R-6 gym) have become closer to
completion. At this stage the facility will not be complete by
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Thursday 3rd December 2020 - meet at the Primary Gym 8.40am-12pm

SCHOOL SAFETY AROUND
CONSTRUCTION SITES
As you are all aware the construction on the new buildings is
well under way.

When dropping children off or collected them after school we
ask that you park on the roads near the school or use the
‘Kiss And Drop Zone’ and not the school car parks as they
are now very congested and a safety issue.

During this pandemic, SA Health is reminding families to keep
well and keep connected with their GP to manage their health.
Please feel free to access information at the following sites.

The Middle School ‘STAFF’ Carpark in UNAVAILABLE for
parking as this is part of the construction site. The pedestrian
gate next to the canteen will only be opened for deliveries to
the canteen.

http://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/keepingwell

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.

Parents can find tips and advice on the SA Health website:
National Coronavirus Health Information Line on 1800 020
080
Up-to-date information from the Department for Education:
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/
Department for Home Affairs (translations of Coronavirus
information)

2021 MATERIALS AND SERVICES CHARGE
INVITATION
Paralowie R-12 School has determined that the Material and
Services Charges for 2021 will be $246.00 for Reception to
Year 7 and $325.00 for Years 8 to 12. Extra-curricular activities
such as camps, excursions, aquatics and swimming will be
charged separately.
Please see attached the Materials and Services Charges
‘Notice’ for 2021.
• The school community is invited to attend the next
Governing Council meeting, which will be held at
5.00 p.m. in the Staff Room situated at main office
on Tuesday 1st December 2020 where this charge
will be discussed and formally approved.
• In lieu of attendance at this meeting, parents/
caregivers/students can express their views in writing
via an envelope addressed to the Chairperson of the
Governing Council, and delivered to the schools front
office prior to the meeting.

http://scoa.org.au/category/sector-collaboration/sector-upda
tes/

COVID-19 Restrictions – REMINDERS!
Government health advice and physical distancing
requirements still need to be strictly followed…
• Parents are asked to drop off and collect
students at the black gates, AND NOT ABLE
ENTER CLASSROOMS OR CORRIDORS
• School assemblies – staff and students only
• Volunteers, departmental support and other service
providers may enter school grounds. All external
service providers and volunteers must complete the
site access form on entry.
• All intrastate camps and excursions
• All school sport competitions, sports days and
carnivals, including inter-school competitions (use of
change rooms and shower facilities is not permitted)

*2020 SCHOOLCARD APPLICATIONS HAVE NOW
CLOSED

• Inter-school choirs, bands and other performing art
activities

*PLEASE NOTE THAT AN APPLICATION FOR SCHOOL
CARD MUST BE SUBMITTED EVERY YEAR

• School formals, socials and discos
• Playgroups and occasional care
Requirements that remain in place:

KEEPING OUR SCHOOL SAFE!

• It is important that students and staff stay home if
they are unwell.

THE HEALTH, WELFARE AND SAFETY OF ALL
STUDENTS AND STAFF IS PARAMOUNT.

• Parents are not permitted to enter classrooms or
classroom corridors.

If a student is unwell and has a fever, runny
nose, headache, sore throat etc., please do not
send them to school.

• Physical contact (even between students) must be
limited. Non-physical greetings should be
encouraged.

If a student is deemed unwell at school and has a fever,
parents or guardians will be informed and the student will
need to be collected.

• Daily student attendance reporting for all schools
must continue to be reported by 4pm each day.

All South Australian schools have been issued with a
non-contact infrared thermometer. Parent or guardian
consent is not required to take a student’s temperature using
this device. If a student is suspected of being unwell,
appearing flushed etc., first aid staff will be using this device
to check for any signs of fever.

• School visits to nursing homes cannot recommence.
• The general public should not access school
playgrounds or play equipment.
• Parents must continue to practice physical distance,
including at school pick up and drop off.
• For information on interstate and overseas travel,
please refer to the Health SA website.
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Physical distancing at school drop off and pick up
MUST BE MAINTAINED.

MUSIC IS FUN!
On Thursday the 29th of October ,the R-6 School attended a
performance by Music is Fun! Music is Fun is presented by a
7-piece band consisting of singers, saxophone, flute, trumpet,
electric guitar, drum and keyboard players.
Students were presented with a highly interactive performance
that included the audience in different sections.
We had some amazing student volunteers who danced and the
wonderful rooms 4/5 formed our choir for the day! The show
went for 75 minutes and was definitely fun filled!
We cannot wait to have them back at our school again!

SPORTS VOUCHERS
This is a Government of South Australia initiative for
primary school age children from Reception to Year 7.
Apply for a $100 voucher that can be used as a discount
for sport or dance membership fees each year.

NAME

AWARD

Angulie Ang

Bronze Undergraduate Award

Brandon Ang

Bronze Undergraduate Award

Natalia Boyce

Bronze & Silver Undergraduate Award

Bruce Carey

Bronze Undergraduate Award

Taneesha Evers

Bronze Undergraduate Award

Elliot Gauci

Bronze Undergraduate Award

Evangeline Georgi

Bronze Undergraduate Award

Blake Humphreys

Bronze Undergraduate Award

Zaid Ibrahim

Silver Undergraduate Award

Maddison Jones

Bronze Undergraduate Award

Natalie Kew

Bronze Undergraduate Award

Liam Lee

Silver Undergraduate Certificate

Lylah Martin

Bronze Undergraduate Award

Monica Samte

Bronze Undergraduate Award

Aleena Sebastian

Bronze Undergraduate Award

Hunter Smith

Bronze Undergraduate Award

Zack Walker

Bronze Undergraduate Award

ELLISHA SCORDO
STUDENT WELLBEING

Please click on the link for more information

YEAR 3-6 STUDENTS ENJOY DIGITEC

https://sportsvouchers.sa.gov.au/

CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY IN 2020
At Paralowie R-12 School we have offered students in Years
3-6 the opportunity to be part of Children’s University.
Children’s University Australia provides children with exciting
learning activities outside of schoolwork, whether that be before
school, lunch time, after school, in the school holidays. The best
part about Children’s University Australia is that it’s voluntary,
so students get to choose what activities they would like to
do, where, when, and how they would like to do them. The
things they learn about will always be able to be connected to
something which could be studied at a university.
This year has looked a little different with COVID but the
Children's University has supported the students of Paralowie
R-12.
Congratulations to the following 18 students who will be
graduating at Paralowie School on the 4th of December!
NAME

AWARD

Manaab Ali

Bronze Undergraduate Award

This term in Digital Technologies, our Year 3-6 students have
been learning about information systems.
Information systems refer to technology that has various
components including hardware, software, databases and
networks. We started by exploring technology from the past
to present and making predictions about what devices and
applications might look like in the future. We also compared
how we use technology at home, school and the community.
It was interesting to see how much we value and appreciate
technology to help us complete small everyday tasks.
Students have also enjoyed participating in Scratch and
Minecraft Education challenges as part of their lessons. It has
been fantastic to see students explore their creativity and
consistently improve their ICT skills. Our Year 6’s have been
lucky enough to learn about virtual reality systems using
CoSpaces. Students have been working hard to create their
own virtual reality game. We have had the opportunity to
explore web design and had a go at making our own websites
using Wix. In the upcoming weeks, we are hoping to learn
about 3D printing and have a go at making our own little
keyrings to finish off the term.
We can’t wait!
SHARNA GREEN AND NICOLE SANDER
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY TEACHERS
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Digi Tech Gallery

Year 5 & 6 Camp Gallery

R-6 SWIMMING
The Primary School were excited to be having swimming over
two weeks this year, due to more students learning at Paralowie
in 2020. What made it even more exciting was that our
wonderful Principal, Mr McKay, agreed to cover all of the costs
for swimming this year.
Having an extra week of swimming meant that the class sizes
were smaller, and the students received more tailored
instruction.
Week 1 of swimming started off very warm, but quickly cooled
down, leaving some students shivering. The week was enjoyed
by all, and the instructors commented on how well behaved
and sensible our students were.
Week 2 started with a cooler day, but warmer weather was
coming. Unfortunately on Tuesday morning we were informed
that the Salisbury Swimming Pool was closed, meaning that we
could not have any more swimming lessons. Staff and students
were all very disappointed. With the end of the year so close,
we are unable to reschedule these lessons.
Thanks to all of the amazing Paralowie teachers and SSOs
who helped with swimming, and were so flexible with all of the
changes that were made. Thanks also to all of the Paralowie
students who attended swimming, for showing respect and
safety during swimming lessons.
We look forward to swimming next year, when we will hopefully
all get to have our lessons!
ANITA STOLL
R-6 SENIOR LEADER

YEAR 5 AND 6 CAMP
The Year 5 and 6 students attended a Positive Education Camp
at Arbury Park Outdoor School in Week 4 of Term 4. The
experience at Arbury Park promotes cooperation, wellbeing,
and ecologically sustainable ways of living. Learning at Arbury
Park is an inspiring part of ongoing learning for students and
teachers alike. Please enjoy the gallery of photos below.
ELLISHA SCORDO
WELLBEING LEADER R-6
FROM EMMIE PENN EL2
"I attended the camp at the beginning of Week 4, it was so fun!
We got to do lots of survival missions, lots of walking and we
worked on our resilience with some challenging activities. I can't
wait to go again!"

2020/21 VACSWIM
The Summer Season is fast approaching and once again
VACSWIM will be teaching South Aussie kids water skills,
awareness, confidence and safety!
Online enrolments for our December Programs close on
Wednesday the 2nd of December, while enrolments for
January programs close on Sunday the 20th of
December.
Click Here to Visit our Website
Click to Download VACSWIM Newsletter Ads
Water Safety Books that are Perfect for South Aussie
Kids Click Here to Read More

PLEASE USE OUR KISS AND DROP ZONE
FROM Coreena Avenue THROUGH TO Halba Crescent
SAFETY PROCEDURES
• ONE WAY TRAFFIC ONLY with the ENTRANCE on
Coreena Avenue and EXIT onto Halba Crescent
• 10 KM PER HOUR SPEED LIMIT - THIS IS A SHARED
ZONE, STUDENTS WILL BE WALKING TO AND
FROM SCHOOL IN THIS AREA, PLEASE BE
VIGILANT AND OBSERVE THE SPEED LIMIT!
THIS IS A NO PARKING AREA - DROP OFF AND PICK UP
ONLY
The boom gates are open between 8:00am – 9:30am and
2:30pm – 4:00pm approximately during operational school
days. The boom gates will be locked at all other times.
There will be a staff member on yard duty during the
afternoon from 3:00pm – 3:20pm.
Responsible use of this area will help to reduce the
congestion in surrounding streets.
Please avoid parking in school car parks.
Keeping our students safe is our main priority!

TIRKANTHI NEWS
Naa marni! (Hello everyone!)
SAASTA
As our school year comes to the end, it is both a sad and a
proud time to be able to farewell our year 12 students. They
have done some great things this year and this was highlighted
in their final task where they put on an afternoon tea and an
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awards presentation to celebrate the year that they have had.
For this afternoon tea, the students invited all the people in
the school that had helped with their journey to attend the
presentation and then enjoy the spread of food and drinks that
the students put on. We would like to wish Josh, Paige, Shaylee
and Thomas all the best in their future and we hope that the
transition from school life to work life is a smooth one. We will
continue to work with these young adults after their Paralowie
journey ends and will always welcome them back if they ever
want to help out with anything SAASTA related in the future.
In regard to the rest of our academy students, they have been
working hard to finish off their assignments in preparation for
the Power Cup and SAASTA Shield that is set to occur on
the Wednesday and Thursday of week 6. We look forward
to attending this event and enjoying a fun couple of days as
reward for the high attendance rates and effort that the
students have put in this year. I look forward to updating
everyone on how the team goes during this event in the next
edition of the newsletter.
LOUIS SHARRAD

THINGS COMING UP
• 8th December (Tuesday): Aboriginal Education
Awards
Please speak to any of the Aboriginal Education Team if you
have any questions about your child’s education or would like
to discuss their One Plan.
NAKUTHA (SEE YOU LATER)!
THE ABORIGINAL EDUCATION TEAM

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
WEEK

NAIDOC
This year, NAIDOC Week has moved from during the July
holidays to Week 5 this term, and it's about celebrating the
history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples.
The theme for 2020 is 'Always Was, Always Will Be'.
Over the week, we ran a number of activities for students
including home group activities, virtual reality workshops, art
and craft sessions, and a special Indigenous Marathon
Foundation (IMF) ‘mini marathon’, organised by Shane Cook.
Congratulations to the 60 students who competed in the event
and were awarded IMF medals, designed by Shane!

The Yr 7-12 HPE week this year kicked off on Monday of
week 5. The events were enjoyed by all who participated and
engaged the students in a variety of different ways that we can
be physically active and healthy. Some of the highlights of the
week included:

Staff V Student Games
For many years, the staff v student games have been a highlight
of HPE Week. This year, the competition was conducted over
three different sports across three different days and included
Netball, Volleyball and European Handball. These competitions
provided some great entertainment during lunch breaks and
saw some very close results. The final score of the Staff v
Student tournament was 3-0 with the Staff taking out the win in
all three games played throughout the week.

Archery Attack
One of the biggest highlights this year was Archery Attack. For
the entire day on Wednesday and Thursday, a number of the
HPE classes participated in fun filled sessions that put team
against team, individual against individual and staff against
student in a laser tag style event using bows and arrows. This
activity was a lot of fun and definitely very competitive.

NAIDOC WEEK GALLERY

YEAR 12
Congratulations to our Year 12s on finishing this year, and all
the best for your final results! Please keep us up-to-date about
what you’re doing next year.

Beach Volleyball
Throughout the week, many students also had the opportunity
to participate in Beach Volleyball competitions across all year
levels. The teams who participated were very successful,
displaying teamwork and cooperation throughout each match.
As a result, Paralowie was able to bring home 3 silver medals
and a gold. Well done to all involved.
With PE week coming to an end, we hope that the students
have begun to think about forming healthy and active habits
that they can engage in on a daily basis. I would like to thank
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the HPE staff for their hard work and effort leading up to and
during PE Week.
JOSH FARMER
HPE COORDINATOR

HPE WEEK GALLERY

MIDDLE SCHOOL WRAP
As we approach the final weeks of 2020 there is still a great
deal of activity in the Middle School. Teachers are currently
writing reports on Term 4 progress and this report will contain
both a grade and a comment. All students and families are
encouraged to read the report closely as it contains very useful
information relating to progress and feedback for improvement.
Students in Middle School classes have been working through
activities in the Keep Children Safe (Child Protection)
Curriculum. Recent lessons have focussed on the right to safety
and responding to abuse. This curriculum aims to develop skills
and strategies to deal with issues as they arise and foster
resiliency in our students.
There has been action in relation to Primary to Middle transition
and our planned Orientation Day for Year 7s has been moved
to Thursday 3rd December. We are hopeful that this day offers
all of our students an insight into our school and get ready for
2021.
BEN ABBOTT
SENIOR LEADER - MIDDLE SCHOOL

CREATING NEW WORLDS
In Miss Holmes’ Year 8 English class, we have been learning
about descriptive language and setting. We have been reading
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl as a class,
along with a range of different narrative texts during our Guided
Reading lessons this term, to learn about how authors create
detailed and interesting descriptions of places and people.
Our task this term was to create our own creative setting,
using only words to describe and create a visual in the reader’s
mind. To help us with our writing, students from Mrs. Attwood’s
Year 10 Literature class came and taught us mini-lessons on:
personification, metaphors, hyperbole and powerful synonyms.
We used what we had learnt to create our own imaginative
settings. Miss Holmes was very impressed with how our writing
took her to far off places when marking our work. We have
included some snippets of our descriptions to share our
magical worlds with everyone!
Castle Battleground Wasteland
By Aidan Quinnell

Three Days Before Battle: I look around and see a castle nearby
on a hill, the surrounding area are covered in bright green grass.
The hill overlooks a village with multiple more around it, the
hilltops are all covered with trees to both provide the village and
the castle with fresh air, which gives the place an open and
clean feeling. The trees and hills together also make the castle
and the village a much more secure location, as they act as a
natural barrier from any attacking force.
As I sit near on a balustrade at the castle, I feel the cool breeze
cancelling out the hot sun while I sit on watch in my heavy steel
armor, feeling the rough rocks on the castle walls through my
gloves. As I sit on the wall, I can gently hear noise being carried
up by the wind from the village below, the sounds of people
shopping and the rhythmic clanging coming from blacksmiths
and their tools being the most prominent noises out of them
all, there is also the smell of woodsmoke coming up from the
multiple fires in the various blacksmiths, village homes and inns.
Castle in Ruins
By Hannah Ruf
The air was rotten and sour, dust was on every inch of the
walls. Monsters lurking in every corner ready to attack! The wind
seemed to be whistling in the air like a kettle. I looked away
from the castle for one second and a big bang happened! A
giant monster as tall as an oak tree and as fat as a cake was
sitting at the top throwing old pieces of the castle at the other
monsters... the puny ones. The long tiring journey was almost
over no more shall I oozed lakes of red from my arms and legs
no more shall I scream in agony every time a monster crunched
on my weak bones, I was barely alive if it wasn’t for the old bat
who rescued me.
Dystopian Town
By Aaron Boyle
I trudged over the steep hill and then I saw it. The place I have
been searching for, for weeks on end. I glanced over at the
small town from a distance. From here, there was not much to
observe, probably because of the feeling of abandonment the
place portrayed. I decided to move closer, curious to find out
the secrets of this odd, seemingly empty place. As I neared the
town, I started to notice many vital details.
There was, in fact, residents of this dull, sulky place. However,
they didn’t seem too cheerful or content in their current
environment. I would feel the same. The fiery, burning sun was
extremely strong and my skin was melting from the heat. The
folk of this town appeared to be wearing gas masks. As I edge
closer to the town, I started rasping from the smell and taste of
a seemingly invisible fume.
The Enchanted Castle
By Amber Shammall
In a land far, far away beyond a dark, gloomy forest lies a castle
as tall as a giant and as bright as the sun. This castle wasn’t
like any ordinary castle. This castle was magical, ruled by a
powerful queen who was as sweet as candy, she had not one
bad bone in her body. Her castle had a garden as big as an
oval and had windows so clean they looked like mirrors. As I
walked into the castle, I stopped to look at the walls that were
filled with paintings of royal people who had lived in the castle
throughout the years. I walked into the castle a little further and
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heard something loud coming from the other side of the ball
room. As I got closer the sound got louder, it sounded like
a blender. Spinning and whipping fruit into a liquid. The fruit
smelled sweet. I walked up the stairs on the royal red rug that
led to a hallway with more paintings on the walls. I looked into
a room with a very tall roof and a chandelier with thousands
of crystals and diamonds shining and shimmering in the sun
coming from the window.
Death Forest
Bradley Williams-Cook
It’s dark and the only light there is the moon light. The only
sound you hear is bats and a chill wind going past you. When
the moon light shines all I can see is trees and bats. And it is
always cold in the death forest, I can also hear a lot of people
screaming the whole time.
There is a lot of blood on the ground and on the trees. And
you can also feel blood everywhere. And the trees are dead and
look old and dead. They are black and thick. If I was there, I
would try and find a house because I would fear being in the
dark by myself and hearing sounds that I never heard before. It
is always dark in the death forest.
Secret Garden
By Maddyson Skewes
As you walk inside, the crunchy grass gives way to your bare
feet. Before your eyes can adjust to the brightness of the sun
and the reflections off the water, the sweet smell of pollen
hits you like a wave, but not quite enough pollen to make you
sneeze. You rub your eyes to calm the bright rays blasting
at your eyes. You step forward you notice the soft dripping
water fountain, the odd shape drawing your eyes to look for
longer. You hear sweet chirps from your left, you turn your
head quickly. On top of the pink willow tree are little birds and
their parents; the chirping was hint that it was dinner time. You
looked around the tree and saw small lights gathered around
the trunk, the pale-yellow light compliments the dark brown tree
trunk. The look of the sweet baby birds reminds you of your
hectic home that you came here to escape from.

cohort of participants, it was a joyous occasion with parents,
families and friends, home group teachers and staff looking on
as the students received their Certificate from Ms Karen Elliot’s
a class of Receptions and Year 1 students. Thank you to all
staff both teaching and SSO staff who may have taught them
along the way, our SACE Coordinator Josh Bradbrook, our
support staff Hannah May and Sandy Stewart and the home
Group teachers: Patrick Boutros, Julie Martin, Jane Sanders,
Hannah May and Emma Omar for their ongoing commitment
and dedication throughout the year. Our students have shown
courageousness, resilience and determination in a year that
has been quite challenging. Congratulations to all of Year 12
students and we wish you well for the future.
With the Year 12 commitments completed it is a countdown for
our Year 10 and Year 11 students. Our final dates across the
Senior School are as follows:
• WEEK 7- Year 10 FINAL WEEK- Friday 27th of
November – Compulsory attendance is required.
• WEEK 7-Year 11's completion of non-submitted
compulsory requirements.
• WEEK 8- Year 10's completion of non-submitted
PLP compulsory requirements
• Year 12 Results will be released at 8.30 am on
Tuesday 15 December 2020.
• End-of-year results can be accessed in Students
Online once results have been uploaded in
December. Students will also receive an official
certificate (if eligible) and Record of Achievement
(ROA) in the post.
I wish all students the very best as they complete their study
requirements over the remaining weeks.
Please enjoy the gallery of photos from our Year 12 Farewell
Assembly.
Thank you
CHRIS FRAHN
SENIOR LEADER - SENIOR SCHOOL

YEAR 8 STUDENT SUCCESS IN
SALISBURY LIBRARY SHORT STORY
COMPETITION
MUZHGAN HAIDARI 8HGB has won the overall lower
secondary prize with her story “The Dragon Girl”.
SUJAD ALI 8HGB, received a special commendation for his
story “Lost in the Sukihara Jungle”.
The students had some fierce competition and should be
congratulated on their achievements!
JESSICA PRITCHARD
YEAR 8 EALD TEACHER

SENIOR SCHOOL
Our Year 12 Farewell Assembly was a successful tribute to our
“Class of 2020”. Whilst COVID restrictions effected our total
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Year 12 Farewell Gallery

AN UPDATE FROM THE VET WORLD.
On Thursday the 12th of November, students in the Certificate I
in Construction (Plumbing focus) were given the opportunity to
visit the Paralowie R-12 building sites.
The students were required to adhere to all worksite safety
conditions. This included wearing long sleeved high visibility
tops, long pants, hard hats, safety glasses and steel cap boots.
They also were required to sign in and out of the work site, and
be properly inducted.

We also toured the new Year 7 building, ICT office and Junior
Primary area by Geoff, the Site Manager.
Students asked many questions and saw a lot of areas where
their units of competency could be applied to in industry.
This visit proved very valuable for all and helped relate content
to real world contexts.
AN NGO
VET COORDINATOR

NORTHERN SOUND SYSTEM EXCURSION
On Thursday 5th November, Miss Hodgkinson’s Year 9 and
10 Music classes went on an excursion to Northern Sound
System in Elizabeth – an industry standard recording and live
performance venue. Students began the day with a tour of
the venue, seeing spaces such as the live performance room
(which can hold 450 people!), the recording studios and vocal
booth, the control room, and next door – a recording studio for
podcasting and radio.

Week 4 Involved our Year 7 cohort participating in their first
volleyball event for the year. Both the boys and girls played with
fantastic spirit, placing 4th, 5th, 6th & 6th.
Week 4 also involved our Year 8 boys PVA team and our Year
8/9 girls PVA team participate in the state-wide 8/9 volleyball
knockout competition. Both teams played fantastic volleyball
once again, with the boys coming in at 3rd place and our girls
finishing in 2nd place. Both teams should be extremely proud
to finish in the top 3 teams in the state.
Year 8/9 Boys Beach Volleyball Team: Sophearith.N,
Kenan.S, Amer.H, Anel.H, Metzala.F, Fononga.T, Ali.A,
Johnny.M, Lucas.M, Jye.C
Year 8/9 Girls Beach Volleyball Team: Jelena.P, Nargis.M,
Sunia.H, Zahra.H, Olivia.F, Heather.C, Storm.W, Ice.S
Year 7 Girls Beach Volleyball Team: Darielle.N, Dadu.B,
Josephine.T, Mariane.D, Isabel.O, Isobel.H, Sreypich.L,
Vanessa.F, Danielle.S, Makayla.C
7 Boys Beach Volleyball Team: Amir.H, Prince.G,
Mohommad.Q, Morgan.T, Dollar.L, Zach.F, Jack, Joseph.G,
Year 8/9 Boys PVA team: Philimen.U, Cedrick,N, Daravith.O,
Declan.J, Frank.N, Brenton.B, Marcus.L, Sovesna.L,
Fononga.T, Travis.H
Year 8/9 Girls PVA team: Nargis.M, Sunia.H, Zahra.H, Olivia.F,
Tayla.W, Ice.S, Storm.W, Hannah.D, Heather.C
CONGRATULATIONS everyone!
JOSHUA RUSSO
7-12 SPORTS COORDINATOR

Students engaged in a workshop about careers in the music
and arts industry and music pathways that are available to them
in Adelaide and learnt that not all music careers involve being a
performer!
After lunch, the students were able to get involved and
experience what it is live to be a recording and performing
musician.
Year 9s spent the afternoon in the live performance space and
jamming on a live stage with industry level equipment while
the Year 10s experienced what it is like in a recording studio
and recording their own tracks. All students learnt about some
extra-curricular workshops and pathways that are available to
them as students and left feeling very inspired!
MIRIAM HODGKINSON – ARTS COORDINATOR

WOMEN’S HEALTH STUDY
The Women's & Children's Hospital have recently begun an
exciting new study investigating whether meditation can
improve quality of life and coping in adolescents with PCOS.
The study involves participants being allocated into either a
meditation group or a healthy lifestyle education group. Please
see attached information for more details.

Northern Sound System Gallery

SCHOOL SPORT TERM 4
Week 3 was packed full of volleyball for our Year 8/9 boys
& girls. This tournament was held in Mawson Lakes Beach
Volleyball Centre, where both our boys and girls managed to
finish in 1st and 2nd place.
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TERM 4 CALENDAR 2020

Using Student Diaries (Student Planner): If your child is
late or needs to sign out early for any reason e.g. medical
appointment, please write a short note in your child’s student
diary. Student Diaries are given to every student at the
beginning of each year, this is the best way to communicate
between home and school. Your child can show their teacher,
or the person in the front office or Wellbeing Hub when they
sign in or out. Students in R-2 have a Communication Book
which is used the same way.

UNIFORMS
We remind families to be aware of our school Uniform Policy,
and note that the following items are NOT to be worn at
school, parents will be rung to bring correct uniform to school.
• ‘SHORT’ SHORTS
• LEGGINGS
• RIPPED JEANS
• NON UNIFORM COLOURED BOTTOMS (BLACK OR
NAVY ONLY IS PERMITTED)

MOBILE PHONES
The use of mobile phones is NOT PERMITTED during class
time. Phones will be confiscated until the end of the day if
they are not put away in their bags during class time. Please
ring the front office on 8182 7222 if you need a message
passed to your student.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
SCHOOL BELL TIMES
Lessons start at 8.40am – after this time
students need to sign in at the HUB (7-12) or
Front Office (R-6)
Recess commences at 11.05am and finishes at 11.25am
Lunch commences at 12.55pm and finishes at 1.35pm
Students are dismissed at 3pm
On Mondays students 7-12 have recess from 10.40-11am
and lunch 1-1.40pm

YARD DUTY TIMES
Yard duty does not start until 8.20 am, even though the front
gate is open at 7.30 am.
Yard duty after school finishes at 3.20pm.
Therefore students on school grounds before and after these
times are unsupervised.

ADVISING STUDENT ABSENCES
Our staff work tirelessly following up attendance and the
factors for non attendance at school. We ask all families and
caregivers to communicate all absences and late arrivals.
Illness, family matters or unavoidable situations are common
and it is important for our data and student welfare that you
call the school or provide a written note the next day for any
absences.
Whole Day Absences: Please ring the school on 8182 7222
by 9 am, if your child will be absent for a whole day either
through sickness or for family reasons. This will eliminate
parents receiving an unnecessary SMS.
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FOOD REMINDERS
Health and Wellbeing. We are noticing that students are
bringing energy drinks to school and we ask that this is not
supported. Studies show that there are limited health benefits
found in these drinks due to the high levels of sugar, caffeine
and chemicals. We would like to see all students bringing a
drink bottle for water and healthy food to school each day to
support energy and concentration.
• POWER/ENERGY DRINKS including Mother/V/Red
Bull are not permitted and will be confiscated.
• Students who bring or are brought take away food will
be required to eat it in the front office and
not take it into the school, including MCDONALDS
AND HUNGRY JACKS

SAFETY ISSUES
• SKATE BOARDS AND SCOOTERS ARE ONLY TO BE
RIDDEN TO AND FROM SCHOOL NOT IN THE YARD
• AEROSOLS - these will be confiscated until the end of
the day, this is a serious health issue and has
resulted in students and staff requiring medical
attention
Please note that consequences will apply if students
continue to refuse to follow instructions.

Thank you for your continued co-operation in
relation to
safety and wellbeing at school.

ORDERING SCHOOL LUNCHES ON LINE
Our Canteen is partnered with Flexischools to make ordering
school lunches easier. There is a Flexischools App that you
can download. You can place an order and make a payment.
Selection via the app is a bit limited.

6. STOP and think before you post any photos or
personal information about yourself, friends or
family.
7. Report and talk to someone about anything online
that makes you feel uncomfortable or threatened.

Students will still have the option to order as they have been
previously.

8. Use strong passwords; change these a couple of
times a year and tell no one.

Pamphlets are available in the front office or you can sign up
by going to the link below.

9. Regularly check with your children to know what
sites they are accessing.

https://www.flexischools.com.au/

EMOTIONAL WELLBEING FOR OUR KIDS
AT HOME
Professor Marjory Ebbeck from the University of South
Australia lists some practical strategies that can be considered
when supporting our students through these difficult times.
• Encourage children to talk to express their emotions
and better understand what has/is happening.
• Emphasise that it is okay to be angry about what has/
is happening is important.

When an application is used incorrectly, it has the
potential to cause harm. It is important that you openly
communicate with your child about how they are using an app
and the legal and ethical ramifications of inappropriate use.
They also need to be aware of the dangers of communicating
with people they don’t know.
Another important fact to note is that evening screen time
greatly affects sleep. Using devices before bedtime may cause
grogginess in the morning.
Mobile phones, computers and TVs emit blue light. Studies
have shown that exposure to that bluish light during the
two hours before bed can keep us from getting a good
night's rest. Therefore, it’s important to ensure that your
child’s devices are securely turned off and out of reach, well
before bedtime.

• Follow the leads of children. If they do not wish to talk
then, above all, do not force discussion.
• Be tolerant and allow extra time for tasks where
necessary.
• Provide opportunities for outdoor physical activity.
• Check that children are drinking enough water and
eating.
• Answer questions honestly and share positive stories
that have emerged.
• Above all, try to be positive.

PROTECTING YOUR CHILD ONLINE
For most of us, the Internet is part of our daily routine for
keeping in touch with family and friends.
While it offers many benefits, there are also a range of safety
and security risks associated with internet use. Being aware of
the risks helps you make informed choices about its use.
Facebook users must be 13 years and older.
Instagram users must be 13 years and older.
Snapchat users must be 13 years and older.
Nine tips to staying safe
1. Talk with your family about good online safety.
2. Install up to date security software.
3. Turn on automatic updates on all your software.
4. Think carefully before you click on links and
attachments, particularly on social networking
sites.
5. Regularly check and adjust your privacy settings.
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