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STEM Building Works
The refurbishment of E building as our
primary STEM centre has commenced. As
predicted there have been a number of
disruptions and changes to the way we are
able to move students around the school, in
particular, access to the canteen for primary
students. It has been like this for a few
weeks now and the students have adjusted
quickly and been very cooperative in accepting the changes.
We are expecting the building to be completed late in term 2.

Reminder Restricted Parking
A reminder that while the building works are underway there
will be significant restrictions to parking options on the school
grounds. While E building is under construction parking will not
be available in the smaller “middle school” carpark off Halba
Crescent. This means staff will parking in the large “senior
school” carpark or the Whites Road carpark. Staff cars will
therefore occupy nearly all of the available on site parking
leaving very little if any for parent parking. Please take this
into consideration when organising the morning drop off and
afternoon pickup during this period of building activity. In
addition, in order to provide the highest level of pedestrian
safety possible for our students, we are closing both our rear
carpark gates at 2:15pm and not opening them until 3:15pm to
restrict traffic movement through the carparks.

External School Directions
I thought I would take this opportunity to remind our community
of the directions given to the school as a result of the 2017
external school review. As a result of the review the school has
been given 3 very clear directions for our work over the next 4
years;
1. Embed a culture that maximises learning
opportunities for all students and promotes the
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sharing of quality teaching practice across the
school.
2. Establish a leadership structure that is aligned to
agreed R-12 school priorities and systems, and
provide mentoring for all leaders in the
achievement of targets and consistent
implementation of systems, as well as
opportunities for the sharing of targets and
strategies between leaders.
3. Review the use of the current Learner
Management System, and establish a culture of
regular self-review amongst all teachers and
leaders, to ensure effective use of the data
available to inform their work so that all students
are engaged and challenged.
Within each of these directions there are a number of specific
recommendations and we will look more closely at these over
the year in order to develop the strategies for improvement.
The new Site Improvement Plan will be made available to the
community once it has been developed and endorsed by staff
and the Governing Council.
The full External School Review report has been uploaded to
the school’s website for you to read. I believe the report clearly
indicates we are a good school and will inform our work to be a
great one.

2018 Site Improvement Priority
In addition to the ESR directions we have reduced our school
improvement priorities to just one – developing strong,
competent readers at all year levels. Close analysis of our
reading data shows that while many of students can read,
they are not reading fluently or comprehending what they are
reading at a level appropriate for their age. This is occurring
right across the school from reception to Year 12.

Why reading matters.
The Melbourne Declarationon, Educational Goals for Young
Australians (MCEETYA, 2008) commits teachers to two goals:
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• Goal 1: Australian schooling promotes equity and
excellence.
• Goal 2: All young Australians become successful
learners, confident and creative individuals, and
active and informed citizens.
For young people to become, and participate as, active and
informed citizens and successful lifelong learners, literacy
competency and consequently reading is now more important
than ever before. We are surrounded by and live in a world of
written communication. To be able to access, use and act upon
that written communication and truly have a voice, citizens
need to be able to read well, understand what they are reading
and be able to critically analyse and reflect on what they have
read. Being able to read proficiently and being motivated to
do so are vital to supporting and enhancing other learning
in all areas of school and beyond. The Australian Curriculum
acknowledges this by providing a literacy continuum that
incorporates and accentuates the specific reading demands
across and within the curriculum areas.
Reading is about making meaning and communicating. Making
meaning helps readers make emotional connections.
Communicating helps readers play a central role in human
and social interaction. The ability to read allows people the
opportunity to participate as global citizens, having power and
influence within their world.
The student free day on Tuesday 13 March gave staff the
opportunity to be involved in professional learning about
reading. For our primary staff it was an opportunity to
strengthen their understandings and for secondary staff, who
have not traditionally been teachers of reading, it gave them the
opportunity to develop a deeper understanding about what we
can do to support the development of reading in the secondary
years.

Athletics Day
Athletics day was another very successful day for the
secondary students despite the weather doing it’s very best
to trip us up. The forecast temperature changed several times
leading up to the day but despite the warm weather the day
ran smoothly. A big thank you to the HPE staff for shuffling
around the organisation of the day to ensure strenuous events
were completed in the morning before the temperature climbed
thus allowing us to move students back into air conditioned
classrooms for the afternoon. A small group staff and students
elected to brave the afternoon heat and complete the running
of the relays. I would like to thank the staff for their flexibility
and resilience in supervising students throughout the afternoon
in the cool classroom spaces and would like to sincerely thank
the student body for their excellent behaviour and cooperation
on the day.
PETER MCKAY
PRINCIPAL
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STEM BUILDING WORKS AND CAR
PARK REMINDER!
Our STEM building works have well and
truly begun!
The southern most staff car park on Halba Crescent near
the Middle School and Gymnasiums is off limits to all staff,
students, parents and visitors.
It has been taken over by a construction plant and vehicles.
Only canteen staff and canteen deliveries will be able to
access this car park.
In addition, regarding our Halba Crescent northern most
carpark. The gates are now closed at 2:15pm and not
opening until 3:15pm to restrict traffic movement through the
carparks and improve safety for our students. Year 12
students have been asked not to use this car park until our
first STEM building has been completed.
With this is mind, our car parks are now extremely busy each
morning and afternoon, this is affecting how many of our
parents are able to gain a car park. I am suggesting that you
park on the street and instruct your children to walk the short
distance to and from the car.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation during this
time.

Sincerely
Peter Groves
Deputy Principal R-12

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN R-6
Shared Reading across the school.
The R-6 sub-school has continued its learning journey over the
last few weeks. As our focus is the strengthening of reading, it
has been so nice to see classes participating in shared reading
activities. Ms Cheryl’s Year 2 class and Ms Oswald’s Year
9 English class have been working together to improve their
reading and comprehension. The peer tutoring has had many
benefits and all students have enjoyed working together.
Several of our Reception children have also enjoyed reading to
each other in the R-6 office.

Salisbury Secret Garden
As part of the Salisbury Secret Garden program, students from
Reception to Year 3 enjoyed a highly engaging performance
at school that focused on healthy eating and the benefits of
exercise. Students were highly entertained in the Primary Gym
by this ‘one man show’ and certainly came out understanding
how to keep themselves healthy.

Woolworths Earn and Learn
At our assembly last Friday, Lisa from Woolworths presented
the R-6 school with a number of prizes as a result of our
collection of the ‘Learn and Earn’ stickers. Prizes included
playground toys, digital technology kits and various classroom
stickers. The school would like to thank Woolworths for their
generous donations.

Attendance and School Uniform
It has been wonderful to see so many students setting
attendance goals. This helps students achieve better learning
outcomes and also encourages a positive mindset. Thank you
to all the families who also make a conscious effort to promote
the wearing of correct school uniform.

Special Visit to our R-6 Yard
Last Friday, the playground had an unusual visitor to watch over
our students. It was a Tawny Frogmouth Owl that perched in
one of the leafy trees by the Resource Centre for the day. Many
students commented that they had never seen an owl before,
so this was certainly a treat for all.

together and seeing James take such pride in himself and his
work to teach others.

Student2student reading program on offer again
in 2018
Is your child in years 3 to 6 this year? Would they benefit from
extra reading practice? Would they like their own buddy who
is keen to listen to them read regularly? If so, student2student
might be the right program for them.
Student2student is a reading program run by The Smith Family.
An older buddy is paired with a reader who could use a little
extra reading support and they read to each other over a
phone or digital device 2-3 times a week after school, for two
terms. To apply for a place in the program, please complete
the registration forms available from Ellisha Scordo (Student
Wellbeing Leader). A brief reading test will then be conducted
with your child to check their eligibility.
For more information contact Ellisha Scordo on 0439 281
504 or Hayley O’Donohoe (Program Coordinator, The Smith
Family)
on
0466
413
590
or
hayley.odonohoe@thesmithfamily.com.au.
KERRYN COUSINS – R-6 HEAD OF SCHOOL
KATI ZITO – R-6 SENIOR LEADER
ELLISHA SCORDO – STUDENT WELLBEING

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS TERM 1
Dear Parents/Caregivers
We are fast approaching the end of Term 1 and would like to
take this opportunity to meet with you to discuss your child’s
progress.
Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held on Thursday 12th
April from 1:30pm – 7pm.

Art Club
Art club has continued again this year and is held on a Friday
during lunch time. I have been fortunate enough to use the
middle school unit for the club which has meant lots of room
for fun activities. Lunch time clubs are a great choice for our
students as an alternative to playing in the yard and count as
hours for any students participating in Children’s University.
Last week, I was lucky enough to have a little helper, James,
who has been passionate about creating his own fidget tools.
Not only did he teach myself how to create the crafty tool, he
also taught a group of both primary and a few high school
students. It was great to see students of all ages working

We will once again be using an online booking system through
a program called Edval for you to book in interview times with
the teachers you would like to see.
On Monday 26th March you will receive a letter home with
your child that will explain how to use this online system. As
of Tuesday 27th March you will be able to log on, make
appointments and to see whether or not a teacher has
specifically requested to see you.
If you are unable to access this program or you do not have
a home computer to do so then please call the school where
someone will be able to make bookings for you.
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On Thursday 5th April a printout of your appointment times will
be sent home with your child.

Name

HOME GROUP

Kain Arthur

7A

Kind Regards

Hannah Do

7B

DESI PHILIPPOU
SENIOR LEADER

Cameryn Miller

7B

Isabelle Lee

8C

Helen Okot

8E

Angela Besenyi

8F

Rhylee Weir

8A

We look forward to seeing you.

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT VOICE
There has been a lot of activity with our Student Voice team for
2018. Our 20 strong team from years 7 to 9 have already been
on an excursion to Parliament House, organised and managed
our first Student Voice Assembly and made visits to our 5
feeder primary schools.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE Excursion Friday 2nd
March
We booked a tour of Parliament House through the office of
our local member for Ramsay – Zoe Bettison. Zoe was very
generous with her time leading up to an election and gave us a
tour of our state’s Parliament House. We enjoyed hearing about
the building itself, the two houses of parliament and various
symbols and elements that make up our democratic process.
Zoe posed many questions about our government system and
what her job is all about. We enjoyed biscuits and a drink and
then were able to hold our fist Student Voice meeting for the
year in Old Parliament House.
There wasn’t a better time or place to elect our leaders for
the year of 2018.
Leader – Rhylee Weir
Deputy – Peter Tran
Secretary – Mary Rallos

Our student voice reps for 2018 are:

Namatullah Darwishi 8D

FEEDER SCHOOL VISITS
During weeks 6 and 7, S
tudent Voice split in half and we took the students to visit
Salisbury North, Burton, Settlers Farm, Lake Windemere and
Riverdale schools. The purpose of these visits was to allow our
students the opportunity to speak with future Paralowie R-12
School students about their school and what to expect when
you start.
We began with a presentation of many aspects of Paralowie –
events, relationship building activities, our curriculum and other
aspects of the school.
Once we finished, Student Voice members took a group of
8 to 10 primary students and held a question and answer
session about our school. Questions ranged from the canteen
menu to laptops, from stationery to mobile phones. We ended
with a group forum at the end to discuss the most interesting
questions.
There are many more opportunities for our local primary
schools to become involved in transition to Paralowie and we
look forward to seeing them here soon.

LUNCH TIME ELECTRONICS CLUB
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Name

HOME GROUP

Zainal Siddick

8D

Peter Tran

8D

Soraia Sadiqi

8D

Kim Phaipi

8D

Phoenix Wood

8B

Gabriel Austria

8D

If you have any old screw drivers or pliers you could donate as
well as an old unused / broken electrical device – please drop
off to the front office and I will collect them.

Tara Hosseini

8F

BEN ABBOTT – SENIOR LEADER OF MIDDLE SCHOOL

Lillee-Mae Perry

9D

Mary Rallos

9D

Charli Owens

9E

Chloe Graham

9D

John Maiolo

7A

We are building a clubs and activities program in the Middle
School. One club that has started is called ‘Make it Break it.’
The simple aim of this activity is to safely pull apart old electronic
devices and see what’s inside. We have dismantled VCRs,
answering machines and kitchen appliances. We are hoping the
internal parts can be used for art and science activities in the
future.

TIRKANTHI NEWS
Naa marni! (Hello everyone)!
SAASTA
So far in SAASTA …
In our first week of SAASTA we completed a Role Play activity
which detailed some of the significant events in Aboriginal
history. This was run by our Stage 2 students for the Stage
1 students and it gave the academy an insight into what their
ancestors had to endure through European settlement. We
have since completed our first assignment and begun our
Football trainings in preparation for the Aboriginal Power Cup
which we are looking in very good shape for.
The highlight so far though has been our excursion to the
Adelaide Museum and The Adelaide Art Gallery. We set off as
a class to the city and were given the opportunity to explore
some of the culture of Aboriginal people by looking at artefacts,
reading and listening to people’s stories and then by getting a
guided tour of Aboriginal artworks to learn the stories that they
can tell and the significance of art to Aboriginal people.

Health Checks
We’ve got health checks available for our Year 8-12 Aboriginal
students next term, run by Watto Purrunna Aboriginal Primary
Health Care. They’ll be able to check things like height, weight,
hearing, dental, skin and speech. We’ll be sending out
information and consent forms soon!

Parent Mornings
Just a reminder that you can meet with Margy in the
Community Centre every Monday morning (8:30am-10:30am)
for a coffee and chat. Please feel free to contact any of the
Aboriginal Education Staff if you have any questions or
concerns about your child’s education or wellbeing.
Nakutha (see you later),
The Aboriginal Education Team

SENIOR BEACH VOLLEYBALL
On Wednesday of week 6, Paralowie R-12 was represented in
the Secondary School Sport Beach Volleyball competition by
7 teams of students across Years 10-12. The day was hot,
however this did not stop the success of our students on the
day.
Of the teams that attended, 3 were successful in bringing back
a medal on the day. Our Year 10 boys team were victorious in
division 1, winning gold and the Year 11/12 boys in division 2
fought hard with only 3 players in a 4 player competition and
were rewarded with a silver medal.

Our next task is to create a Paralowie team story which will
allow us to convey a story about what we represent as an
academy and then design individual Guernsey’s that we will
wear as a team for the Power Cup.

Excursions
On March 14, Tom Putnam and 5 Aboriginal students had the
opportunity to work with Aboriginal mathematician, Dr Chris
Matthews, in a maths and culture master class. The students
were selected to participate due to being assessed as being in
the academic top 10% across Australia.

The year 10 girls were forced to play in a Year 11/12
competition as there were no other teams to nominate for their
age group. These girls saw this as a challenge and displayed
some high quality volleyball, winning a silver medal on the day.
Congratulations to Kasper Munro-Lynch, Darcy Naseli, Jarrell
Sutton, Josh Bailey, Cameron Gill, David Allouche-Sukkar, Go
Naulak, Laitiah Huynh, Chelsea Rundle, Emily Farah and
Kaycee Carey.
JOSH FARMER
HPE AND VOLLEYBALL COORDINATOR

TEN PIN BOWLING TOURNAMENT
On Friday 16th March, 30 students from Years 9-12 competed
in the Ten Pin Bowling tournament held at Salisbury Bowland.
All students were able to bowl for two games with the final
scores being tallied.
It was a competitive afternoon with Paralowie having 3 female
teams and 3 male teams.
Firstly, I would like to congratulate Andrew Osborne on being
the highest score in the competition with a total score of 412
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for two games. Excellent effort by all teams with 4 out of 6
teams placing in the top 3 for the male and female competition.
Paralowie placed 2nd overall.
I would like to thank all students and teachers for their
participation.
KELLY BARLTROP
SCHOOL SPORT COORDINATOR
Overall Results:
Team

Overall
Position

Total
Score

Team Members

Paralowie 1st
Boys 2

1436

Andrew Osborne, Cameron Bibl,
Enes Sahinovic, Jake Vozzo, Alex
Berlemon

Paralowie 3rd
Boys 1

855

Anthony Beckett, Cahill
Sharrock-Creed, Kyle Jones,
Ayden Zayat, Jackson Gericke

Paralowie 1st
Girls 1

906

Laitiah Huynh, Kaycee Carey,
Emily Farrah, Tayla Holer, Tyla
Griffin.

Paralowie 3rd
Girls 2

681

Emily McGennity, Jemma
Mitselburg, Kirra Delia, Linna
Tran, Vy Le

Getting involved in School Banking is easy!
All you need to get involved in the School Banking program is
a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account. You can open an
account for your child in one of two ways:
1. Online
Visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on
the link to open a Youthsaver account.
2. In branch
Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with
identification for yourself and your child, like a driver’s
licence and birth certificate.
If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver
account they can start banking straight away. They just need to
bring their deposit in every week on School Banking day using
their Dollarmites deposit wallet.
School Banking day is Thursday of each week in the
Resource Centre from 8.30 to 9.00 a.m.
A 2018 School Banking Program information pack has been
distributed to students. If you would like more information
please contact Vicki Steel, School Banking Coordinator or visit
the website below:
https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-bankin
g.html
VICKI STEEL
FINANCE MANAGER

GET INVOLVED IN THE SCHOOL BANKING
PROGRAM
Paralowie R-12 is excited to offer the Commonwealth Bank
School Banking program to all students again in 2018.
School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young
Australians to learn about money and develop good savings
habits. Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver
account through School Banking earn Dollarmites tokens,
which they can save up and redeem for exciting rewards.
The rewards available during 2018 are:
• Twister Power Handball
• Secret Scratch Pad
• Sparkle Glitter Pens
• Glow Light
• Mighty Boom Handball
• Heat Reactor Pencils
• Slushie Maker Cup
• Zoom Flying Disc
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7-12 ATHLETICS DAY TEAM RESULTS –
2018
WINNERS: Yellow: 1613
RUNNERS UP: Blue: 1606
3RD PLACE: Green: 1324
4TH PLACE: Red: 1003
SPIRIT CUP WINNER: LUE (342 POINTS)
BEST ATHLETES FOR EACH YEAR LEVEL WILL BE
ANNOUNCED AT THE NEXT YEAR LEVEL ASSEMBLIES.

COLES SPORTS VOUCHERS
Coles Sports for Schools is back to help Aussie kids stay
fit and healthy. When you shop at Coles, you'll receive Sports
for Schools vouchers that we can exchange for sports gear.
The more vouchers you collect, the more sports gear they'll
receive. Start collecting today because the race is on! Please
bring your vouchers to the front office – thank you for your
participation!

Time: 10.00am-1.00pm
Maximum students: 25-30
Cost: FREE
What does quality care sound like and what do our
doctors and nurses need to know? Art Workshop (10 –
11), Hospital Tour (11 – 12) and Kids Safe SA interactive
workshop (12 – 12:30).

July Holidays
• Tuesday 10th July – Kids in the Kitchen @
Regency TAFE SA
Time: 10.00am-2.00pm
Maximum students: 16
Cost: $25.00 per student

CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY ADELAIDE
SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMS – 2018
April Holidays
• Wednesday 18th April – Urrbrae House &
Urrbrae Wetlands
Time: 10.00am-2.30pm
Maximum students: 30
Cost: FREE
On arrival at Urrbrae House students are divided into
three smaller groups. Each group is then taken through
different activities befitting their nineteenth century status
and given a tour of the House. Each student is also given
a Victorian name and a piece of costume to help them
become a character in 1892.
The Urrbrae Wetland Project represents an environment
where both plant and aquatic life have been artificially
integrated together Students who visit as a part of the
holiday activity will take a tour of the surrounds and gain
hands on experience in the work done by onsite
scientists.
• Thursday 19th April – El Ritmo & Children’s
University Adelaide Holiday Camp @ Union
House, University of Adelaide
Time: 10.00am-2.30pm
Maximum students: 30
Cost: 5.00 per student
The purpose of this camp is to educate children in a fun
environment the magnificent culture from South America
through dance and art. Learners will engage with a variety
of spoken, visual and written texts both in Spanish and
English.
• Thursday 19th April – Women’s and
Children’s Hospital – Kids Club

Students will prepare a range of dishes and will be taught
by a professional chef, in a world class training facility. All
prepared food will be available to be taken home, unless
consumed beforehand.
• Wednesday 11th July – Urrbrae House and
Urrbrae Wetlands
Time: 10.00am-2.30pm
Maximum students: 30
Cost: FREE
On arrival at Urrbrae House students are divided into
three smaller groups. Each group is then taken through
different activities befitting their nineteenth century status
and given a tour of the House. Each student is also given
a Victorian name and a piece of costume to help them
become a character in 1892.
The Urrbrae Wetland Project represents an environment
where both plant and aquatic life have been artificially
integrated together Students who visit as a part of the
holiday activity will take a tour of the surrounds and gain
hands on experience in the work done by onsite
scientists.
• Thursday 12th July – Women’s and
Children’s Hospital – Kids Club
Time 10.00-1.00pm
Maximum students: 25-30
Cost: FREE
What does quality care sound like and what do our
doctors and nurses need to know? Art Workshop (10 –
11), Hospital Tour (11 – 12) and Kids Safe SA interactive
workshop (12 – 12:30).

October Holidays
• Wednesday 3rd October – Adelaide Zoo
Time: 10.00am-2.30pm
Maximum students: 25-30
Cost: $9.00 per student
Students will experience an animal engagement activity,
followed by a Zoo-Educator led session on how zoos
design enclosures for animals. The program will conclude
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with an Inquiry trail during which students will undertake
an observation activity.
• Thursday 4th October – Adelaide Oval
Time: 10.00am-2.30pm
Maximum students: 50
Cost: $8.00 per student
A visit to Adelaide Oval offers a valuable and stimulating
learning experience for students from Primary School all
the way through to Tertiary studies. Hence it is a popular
excursion location for education groups.
The School Holiday Program offers:
A ‘Behind the Scenes’ Guided Discovery Tour
• ‘Virtual Reality’ Cricket Gaming
• A fun range of activities in our Media Centre

MODBURY FOOTBALL CLUB
Female Footy is expanding in the 2018 footy season
Players now able to play in age groups from U10's to Senior
Womens.
Please ring: Julie Wells
Modbury Football Club
Female Footy Co-ordinator
M: 0417 841965

DIGITAL YOUTH RESEARCH PROJECT
This research project looks at how young people use digital
technology and how this changes over the course of
adolescence. We are interested in how different factors
(individual, social, and contextual) shape the kinds and extent
of technology use, and in particular, patterns of internet usage
that may be risky. To this end, we are conducting a four-year
longitudinal study. We are asking South Australian secondary
school students to fill out a simple survey once a year that
asks them about their Internet preferences, activities, and
capabilities. The first survey will be conducted in 2018,
followed annually by surveys in 2019, 2020, and 2021.
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This project is supported by the South Australian Department
of Education and Child Development and is funded by the
Australian Research Council (Discovery Project 170103538).
This project has been approved by the Flinders University
Social and Behavioural Research Ethics Committee (Project
number 7677).

SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITY AT LAKE
WINDAMERE SCHOOL

