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Start of the School Year
Welcome to 2018 and to our first
newsletter. I hope you and your family had
an enjoyable and relaxing holiday break and
you were able to share time together in
ways that are sometimes not possible
during the busy school term. I would like to
extend an especially warm welcome to new
students, parents and staff joining our
Paralowie R-12 community.
There have been a number of changes in school leadership this
year.
• Kerryn Cousins will continue as the R-6 Senior
Leader
• Kati Zito has joined the R-6 school as a senior leader
with responsibility for Intervention and Student
Support.

Email: dl.1099.info@schools.sa.edu.au
Phone: 08 8182 7222
Fax: 08 8281 5859

• Josh Farmer is the HPE Coordinator for semester 1
and the Paralowie Volleyball Academy manager for
the year.
• Kelly Holmes is the new 7-12 Literacy Improvement
Coordinator.
We have a number of contract teachers who were with us in
2017 and we are fortunate to have been able to keep them with
us for 2018. Contract teachers returning or teachers new to the
school for 2018 are;
• George Aristidis – English/HASS
• Joshua Bradbrook – English/HASS
• Betty Hrvatin – English – A huge welcome on
exchange from Canada
• Julie Martin – The Arts
• Lydia Puleski –The Arts
• Emma Omar – The Arts/EALD
• Hannah May – Home Economics
• Patrick Boutros – Technology

• Ellisha Scordo is the new R-6 Student Wellbeing
Leader.

• Sarah James – Technology

• Justine Higginson joins the middle school as the
senior leader for Student Engagement and
Achievement.

• Kelly Barltrop – Physical Education/Science

• Sheldon Wild is the 7-12 Technologies Coordinator
• Stuart Banytis will remain as the 7-12 Arts
Coordinator

• Jac Van Hoof - Technology
• Louis Sharrad –Physical Education/ SAASTA/
• Anne Gauci –Special Education
• Liz Eckert – Librarian
• Daniel Kelly – Yr 7

• Kanchana Devi is the new Year 12 Coordinator

• Aaron Slater – Year 7

• Michael Mattei the new 7-12 English/EALD/LOTE
Coordinator

• Sarah Delroy – Year 6

• Ben Wallis the new VET Manager

• Laura Checkley – Year 6

• Bec Siney will continue as the Coordinator for
Interdisciplinary Learning and Resource Centre
management.

• Jacinta Robinson – Year 4

• Michael Draper – Year 6

• Jess Forde – Year 4
• Tegan Oxley – Year 4
• Kelly Perry – Year 1 and Year 2
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• Georgia Spargo – Years Reception and 1
• Merrillee Wallis – Years Reception
• Duncan Brown – Physical Education R-6
• Lisa La Vence – R-6 Indonesian
In addition to our teaching staff I would like to welcome the
following ancillary staff who are also either returning on contract
or new to the school;
• Campbell Burton- Reception
• Samantha Michels - Reception
• Ailsa Cormack– Special Education
• Ava Gunawardena- – Special Education
• Suz Hunt – Special Education
• Michelle Norton – Special Education
• Stacey Randall – Special Education
• Laetitia Simonet – Special Education
• Amy Sloan – Special Education
• Briony Vickery – Special Education
• Rose Willis – Reception

classes will need to be relocated to regular class rooms and
undertake non-practical work. This will probably take most of
the rest of the year but the result will be a very modern and
contemporary workshop spaces more suited to the practical
making associated with STEM related learning.

Restricted Parking
In addition to the classroom relocations, there will also be a
significant restriction to parking options on the school grounds
for the full period of the building works. While E building is
under construction staff will not be able to park in the smaller
“middle school” carpark off Halba Crescent. This means staff
will parking in the large “senior school” carpark or the Whites
Road carpark. Staff cars will therefore occupy nearly all of the
available on site parking leaving very little if any for parent
parking. Please take this into consideration when organising the
morning drop off and afternoon pickup during this period of
building activity.
I am again looking forward to another year at Paralowie and
wish all students the very best for an excellent year.
PETER MCKAY
PRINCIPAL

• Matt Rankine – ASETO - Tirkanthi
• Govinda Adhikari – Bi Lingual SSO
• Jwan Shalal – Bi Lingual SSO
• Bala Bhattarai – Bi Lingual SSO
• Kurkhani Wahabzada – Bi Lingual SSO

Year 12 in brief
Congratulations to our year 12 students who achieved such
wonderful results last year. We have continued to improve
across a number of aspects of our year 12 results with SACE
completion increasing to 100%. This is a reflection of the
student’s commitment to success and the dedicated effort of
our year 12 teachers to support our students to achieve at the
highest levels. Our mean ATAR score has also been gradually
increasing over the past few years resulting in more students
being offered positions at our tertiary institutions. While year
12 is the “premiership” year, we must acknowledge that our
students are successful at this year level because of the care,
support and commitment teachers have made as they have
progressed through previous year levels building the
foundations for a successful year 12. Sandy Stuart the Senior
School Senior Leader has included a much more detailed
analysis of our results later in the newsletter.

Building Works
2018 will be a year of disruption as the 2 new STEM Learning
Centres are developed. Building is due to commence on
Monday 19 February 2018. You will have already heard of a
number of changes to classroom locations to provide an empty
building ready for re-development. Once the E building (primary
STEM learning centre) is completed primary classes will be able
to return to their normal room allocations. We are hoping this
will occur at the end of term 1.
It will then be the secondaries turn. The Design and Technology
building is being completely redeveloped so the technology
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URGENT ATTENTION – ASBESTOS
REMOVAL
We are advising the Community that as part of our STEM
works, asbestos will be removed over the weekends of
24th & 25th February and 3rd & 4th March.
No-one should be on the school grounds during this
time.
This includes the school oval.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

STEM BUILDING WORKS AND CAR PARK
Our STEM building works have begun!
The southern most staff car park on Halba Crescent near the
Middle School and Gymnasiums will be off limits to all staff,
students, parents and visitors.
It will be taken over by a construction plant and vehicles.
Only canteen staff and canteen deliveries will be able to
access this car park.
With this is mind, our other two car parks will be closer to
capacity, which will in turn affect how many of our parents will
be able to gain a car park at the end of the day when picking
up their children. I am suggesting that you park on the street
and instruct your children to walk to you.

Sincerely
Peter Groves
Deputy Principal R-12

PARALOWIE R-12 GOVERNING COUNCIL
Annual General Meeting
INVITATION
Tuesday 6th March 2017, at 4.30 in the Community Centre
ALL WELCOME

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN R-6?
WELCOME BACK AND A WARM WELCOME TO
ALL OUR NEW RECEPTION STUDENTS
Dear Families,

and thousands’. Mikee said “it was fun” and most of the class
agreed with him.
We also did a STEM challenge earlier in Week 1. The students
were given 20 spaghetti straws, a small roll of sticky tape,
a metre of string, a pair of scissors and a marshmallow to
build a tower which could balance the marshmallow on the
tower without using hands to keep it balanced. The class had
planning time and 30 minutes to make the tower. Nobody was
sure how the towers would turn out, but at the end, the tallest
tower was very wobbly but kept the marshmallow balanced.
Some designs became much shorter when the spaghetti
straws snapped, but everyone’s tower was awesome!
Here are a few photos to see how the spaghetti towers turned
out.
From Miss Jacinta

I hope you all had an enjoyable break.
The R-6 school has had a great start to the year. Enrolments
have grown significantly across all year levels, with the largest
growth being seen in Reception. We would like to welcome
several new staff members to the Primary School- Merrilee
Wallis (Rec), Jacinta Robinson (Yr 4), Georgia Spargo (R/1),
Jess Forde (Yr 4), Michael Draper (Yr 6) and Laura Checkley (Yr
6).
Kati Zito is the new Senior Leader for the R-6 school and has
replaced Carlee Decelis, who has won a position at another
school. Kati has a wealth of experience in the area of Special
Education. Ellisha Scordo is our new Wellbeing Leader and
replaces Kim Copeland who has also taken a position at
another school.
Our students have returned with renewed energy and
eagerness to embrace the year in a positive manner. Teachers
have worked hard during the break to establish learning areas
that enable students to work in an environment that stimulates
creative thinking. Several classes have had to relocate due to
the rebuilding of E Block, but have adapted well to the change
and inconvenience.

2017 YEAR 6 GRADUATION
The 2017 Year 6 Graduation was conducted in the last week
of Term 4, last year. It was such a pleasure to see all of our
students dressed so beautifully and conducting themselves in
such a mature manner. There were representative speakers for
each class who gave highlights of their school year. Following
the graduation ceremony, the students celebrated their
graduation with a meal at the Eureka Tavern. We wish our
graduating students the best of luck as they begin their journey
in the Middle School.
KERRYN COUSINS
HEAD OF R-6

We are all looking forward to a positive, productive year.
Regards,
KERRYN COUSINS
HEAD OF R-6

ROLLING IN ROOM 2!
The wonderful students of Room 2 played ‘The Trading Game’
this week. We used a Place Value Mat, a dice and special
maths equipment called MAB shorts, longs and flats. The
students decided to use a 10-sided dice. Miss Jacinta said
‘yes’ and it wasn’t long before the number on their board was
over one hundred!
The students learnt how to trade the longs (tens) for a flat
(hundreds). Many students had 3 flats in the hundreds column
by finishing time. I asked the students to read the number on
the board and to imagine all of this as their pocket money!
Cha-ching!
So what did the students think of this maths task?! Shyla said
“I love this game. It teaches us about ones, tens, hundreds

MIDDLE SCHOOL UPDATE
Hello / Niina Marni?
Welcome to 2018! My name is Ben Abbott and I am in my
second year at Paralowie R-12 School. I am the Senior Leader
of the Middle School looking after the Year 7 to 9 students with
a special focus on Year 7 and 8. I have enjoyed my time so far
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at Paralowie and have met and worked with many fine teachers,
students and families.
Middle School is a crucial time in students’ lives. It is the
crossroads of education before they step out into tertiary
education, work place training or paid employment. For that
reason, we have a dedicated group of staff and leaders to
make sure that every student is achieving and bring to school a
positive mindset and learning the skills for lasting relationships.
We use data effectively and attendance is the most obvious
evidence of a student’s engagement and success. All students
are expected to attend 100% unless there is a serious or urgent
need to not attend school. It is vital that parents and caregivers
communicate with home group teachers, class teachers and
year level managers about upcoming absence and review
absences so we have the necessary information. Students are
rewarded for attendance so it is a good thing to be at school!
We are focussing on personal growth and being future
focussed so we have an extended home group once a week.
During this single lesson, students have assemblies and engage
in a program aimed at raising and working through topics such
as relationships, building Character Strengths, personal inquiry
and the Child Protection Curriculum. All students are expected
to participate and contribute.
Students work towards end of term assessment that reflect
the work achieved during that time. All students are provided
with details task sheets with specific curriculum content and
information to make each task a success. Students are graded
according to ACARA Achievement Standards.
There will be opportunities during the year for many fun and
enriching activities such as Sports day and well being
excursions. We want all students to give these a go and
become involved. Students are also encouraged to get involved
in sports and other activities during the year. It is a great honour
to represent Paralowie R-12 School in school sport.
We look forward to meeting you during the year, please keep
us informed of issues and successes as they arise.
Dhan'yavāda ra alavidā
BEN ABBOTT
SENIOR LEADER MIDDLE SCHOOL

2017 YEAR 9 GRADUATION
We honoured our Year 9 students who were transitioning from
the Middle School into their last phase of schooling on
December 13th 2017. Following a BBQ all students and families
were invited to celebrate their son or daughter’s successes
during their Middle School years.
Miriam Hodgkinson and her Year 9 band performers delighted
us with two songs. All students received a certificate
acknowledging their time in the Middle School. There was a
chance to laugh at some photo portraits with various costumes.
9E won the Home Group of the Year and we heard from
Pamarson and Alexandra who delivered a wonderful reflection
on their time in the Middle School.
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Many thanks to the staff and leaders who have nurtured these
students during their time in Years 7, 8 or 9 and we wish them
all the success they deserve in their final years of school.
BEN ABBOTT
SENIOR LEADER MIDDLE SCHOOL

SENIOR SCHOOL UPDATE
Outstanding Success in our 2017 Year 12
Results
At the end of each year our Year 12 students and their subject
teachers wait anxiously for the release of Year 12 results.
Students have to work hard and in a dedicated committed
manner all year for their results. Staff, too, dedicate their time
and expertise to ensure students achieve at the highest level
they are capable of. Last year all this culminated in our
strongest SACE success rate across a whole range of areas
to date. The most outstanding result was that our SACE
completion rate was 100% for the first time (well above
the state average of 97.33%). What that means is that every
student in Year 12 successfully completed their SACE including
their compulsory subjects such as their PLP, Literacy,
Numeracy and Research Project components. Some students
have done this in Year 12 by studying SACE subjects while
others have combined studying SACE subjects with their VET
studies. I want to congratulate all staff across the school for
their consistent support of student learning, the students
themselves for their hard work and dedication and the Admin
and Senior School team for making it all happen!

Some of the other 2017 results highlights included:
• 52 A grade results were achieved by students
overall
• 40.22% of students completed their SACE with a
VET component compared with a state average of
19.17%
• Many of the students in Year 12 completed their
SACE with a VET component (as shown
separately).
• Many subjects had outstanding results which
included: Cross Disciplinary Studies ( 6 A ‘s),
English (6 A’s), Work Place Practises (5A’s),
Essential English (4 A’s), Design and Technology
– Wood, Metal, Electro Technology (4A’s).
• There were students with multiple A grade and
scores : ranging from 2 to 4 A’s
• The most outstanding result was Wills Nguyen (Dux
of the School) who achieved an ATAR score of
95.5 before bonus points and achieved 4 A grades in
his Year 12 subjects.

• The following students received an ATAR score
of 80 and above – Chloe Bubner (89), Darren Carr
(87.95) Jordan White (87.95), Kayla Huet (82.70),
Liam Sutton (82.30), Shannon Stacey (81.90),
Kristen Baker (81.15). Some of these students
used their VET count towards their ATAR score.
All the above students must be commended on their
outstanding efforts. We are delighted that so many students
were offered first round course entry to their chosen university
to start their post school studies. We wish them well for their
future studies.
None of the above can happen without a dedicated team of
staff, as well as parents and students working together to
support high achievement for all students in our Senior School.
Last years’ results were testimony to the fact that we worked
hard to get this right – and success followed. Congratulations
to all those who were involved!
SANDY STUART SENIOR LEADER AND THE SENIOR
SCHOOL TEAM

PARALOWIE R-12 DUX OF 2017
What does it take to be Dux of the Year? This year it took
an ATAR of 95.5. But it takes much more than that! It took
hard work, dedication, an ability to solve complex problems in
innovative and creative ways, the determination to research,
question and find answers to big picture questions and an
ability to approach staff to get the support and guidance
needed to study subjects like Chemistry, Maths Methods,
Specialist Maths and Physics. This is what Wills Nguyen was
able to do in 2017. In each of these subjects he scored A grade
band results.
To the staff here at Paralowie Wills has been much more than
a highly academic student with a goal to study Mathematical
Sciences at university post school. He has been an all-round,
well balanced student who throughout his reception to Year 12
years with us, developed very positive relationships with other
students and staff here. He has a great sense of humour and
he has been a very positive role model to others. We wish him
well in the future and hope that Paralowie was as positive an
experience for him as it was for us. Well done Wills!

VET QUALIFICATIONS COMPLETED BY
PARALOWIE STUDENTS 2017
Certificate 111 Animal Studies: Kylie Rooney
Certificate 111 Business: Eidima Adam Khan, Bosco
Bigirumure, Chansovann Lem
Certificate 111 Health Services Assistance: Tyson
Fellenberg, Catherine Bell, Chloe Bubner, Cassiopiea Clarkson,
Kayla Huet, Felicity Peters, Tahira Razai, Markeisha Soltan,
Monica Thlang, Selena Townshend
Certificate 111 Information Technology, Digital Media and
Technology: Manjo Chouhan, Halen Ellis, Dhaun Neaylon,
Aston Nicholls, Asish Sharma, Bodey Swann
Certificate 111 Fitness: Jordan Aartsen, Lovetta Barliea,
Gaurakshya Bharati, Pawan Bharati, Jordan Bristow, Yamuna
Dahal, Suhela Hussaini, Bailey Leibhardt, Abachu Njonjo,
Kisakula Nsimba Matondo.

FIRST ROUND UNIVERSITY OFFERS
PARALOWIE R-12 STUDENTS 2017
NAME

COURSE

UNIVERSITY

Nadia
Anwari

Bachelor of Education

UniSA

Olivia
Archontidis

Foundation Studies

UniSA

Chelsea
Aurisch

Bachelor of Arts/M of
Teaching (Sec)

UniSA

Kristen
Baker

Bachelor of Science (Hi
Perf Comp/ Physics Hons)

Ayodhya
Basnet

Bachelor of Engineering (
Mechanical - Hons)

UniSA

Joshua
Bates

Bachelor of Business
(Management)

UniSA

Chloe
Bubner

Bachelor of Arts/M
Teaching (Sec)

UniSA

Rebecca
Camilleri

Bachelor of Science (
Forensic & Analytical Path)

Darren Carr

Bachelor of Engineering
(Hons Civil & Project)

Flinders
University

Flinders
University
UniSA

Sonita Chum Bachelor of Education
(Early Childhood)

UniSA

Rundutta
Dabadi

Bachelor of Health/
Bachelor of Health
Sciences

UniSA

Barry Dao

Diploma of Health

UniSA

Suong Dinh
Le

Foundation Studies

UniSA

Famata
Dumbuya

Bachelor of Nursing

UniSA
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NAME

COURSE

Abbi
Granados

Foundation Studies

UniSA

Breanna
Slater

Bachelor of Education
(Primary & Middle)

UniSA

Manita
Gurung

Awaiting second round
offer

UniSA

Markeisia
Soltan

Awaiting second round
offer

UniSA

Caitlin
Hanham

Awaiting second round
offer

UniSA

Shannon
Stacey

Bachelor of Contemporary
Art /M of Teaching

UniSA

Kayla Huet

Bachelor of Nursing

UniSA

Liam Sutton

UniSA

Laila
Hussaini

Bachelor of Business/
Diploma of Business

UniSA

Bachelor of Commerce
(Accounting/Business/
Finance)

Suela
Hussaini

Diploma of Business

UniSA

Monessa
Thlang

Foundation Studies

UniSA

Carla Hutinel

Bachelor of Business
(Economics, Finance,
Trade)

UniSA

Monica
Thlang

Foundation Studies

UniSA

UniSA

Bachelor of Medical
Science

UniSA

Bachelor of International
Relations

Alexandra
Vickery

Bachelor of Education
(Primary/Middle)

UniSA

Bachelor of Contemporary
Art/M of Teaching

UniSA

Naru
Khatiwada

Lillee
Wakefield

Bachelor of Social
Sciences (Human Services)

UniSA

Bachelor of Law (Double
Degree Hons)

UniSA

Esther
Koroma

Jordan
White

Juli Keang
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UNIVERSITY

NAME

COURSE

UNIVERSITY

Congratulations to all the above students. We wish
them well.

Solange
Diploma of Health
Musaningare

UniSA

Mal Naseli

Bachelor of Engineering (
Mechanical Hons)

UniSA

Dal Naulak

Foundation Studies

UniSA

Naa marni! (Hello everyone)!

Laquicia
Nehow

Awaiting second round
offer

UniSA

Eric
Ngirimana

Bachelor of Business
(Innov& Entr)

UniSA

Hai Nguyen

Foundation Studies

UniSA

Kevin
Nguyen

Awaiting second round
offer

UniSA

Welcome back to school and we hope you have had a great
start to the 2018. This year the Aboriginal Education Team
includes: Tom Putnam (Aboriginal Education Coordinator),
Louis Sharrad (SAASTA Coordinator), Margy Baluch (R-6
ASETO), Matt Rankine (7-12 ASETO), Steve Newchurch
(SAASTA ACEO), Robyn Marsland (Tutor), Ashleigh Clark
(Tutor), and Cliffy Wilson (Kaurna Language).

Wills
Nguyen

Bachelor of Mathematical
Sciences ( Advanced )

Georgia-Lee
Perry

Foundation Studies

UniSA

Casey Prout

Bachelor of International
Tourism

UniSA

Medhi
Qorbani

Bachelor of Construction
(Management &
Economics Hons)

UniSA

Tahira Razai

Awaiting second round
offer

UniSA

Kelsey
Robertson

Bachelor of Business (
Marketing)

UniSA

Larissa Rolls

Diploma of Arts

UniSA

TIRKANTHI NEWS

SACE RESULTS
Adelaide Uni

We are very pleased to announce that Paralowie had 100%
SACE completion in 2017 for all our Year 12s, including
Aboriginal students. Two of our Aboriginal students performed
extremely well, including: Darren Carr with a score of 87.95
(before bonus points) and going on to study a Bachelor of
Engineering (Hons Civil and Project) at UniSA; and Chelsea
Aurisch, who is going on to study Bachelor of Arts and a Master
of Teaching. Congratulations to all of our Year 12s!

SAASTA
SAASTA (South Australian Aboriginal Sports Training Academy)
is a unique sporting and educational program that provides
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander high school students with
the skills, opportunities and confidence to Dream, Believe and
Achieve in the areas of sport, education, employment and
healthy living. This is the second year of the Paralowie SAASTA
Academy and it is made up of 30 students in years 10, 11 and
12 who will have the opportunity to work with Aboriginal Elders,

people of the community and the Port Adelaide Football Club to
complete a number of assessment tasks before competing in
a Statewide Football carnival called the Aboriginal Power Cup.
We are very excited for the year ahead and look forward to
achieving success in a number of areas.

KAURNA LANGUAGE
We have a new Kaurna Language teacher this year – Cliffy
Wilson. Cliffy will be running Kaurna Language classes on
Mondays for all of our Year 4-9 students. And for the first
time, we have three Year 12 students studying a Certificate
III in Aboriginal Languages, which will earn them 40-60 SACE
Credits!

NAIDOC WEEK
For NAIDOC Week this year, the theme is: ‘Because of her, we
can!’, which is about recognising the significant role Aboriginal
women have in society. Students were invited to enter a poster
competition with the winner receiving $10,000 and two tickets
to fly to Sydney. One of our amazing Year 11 students, Allira
Williams submitted this incredible design.

This workshop is a required training session if you wish to
volunteer at school. Parents may also require a DCSI Screening
check (previously known as a Police Check) that the school will
arrange at no cost.
We are running an Information Session for parents who wish
to volunteer this year. If you volunteered last year, you will
need to attend this session to update your information/training
and complete the new induction process before you start
volunteering this year.
Information Session for Volunteers
Tuesday 27th March, 2018
9.00 – 10.30 am in the Community Centre
Morning tea will be provided
Please RSVP for catering purposes. We look forward to
seeing you then.
MARY JO BELLEW
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

CONGRATULATIONS ELAINE FIGALLO
SALISBURY CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 2018
Past Governing Council Chairperson,
Paralowie
R-12
parent
and
now
grandparent Elaine Figallo was awarded
this very special honour at a ceremony in
the John Harvey Gallery on Australia Day.

PARENT MORNINGS
Just a reminder that you can meet with Margy in the
Community Centre every Monday morning for a coffee and
chat. Please feel free to contact any of the Aboriginal Education
Staff if you have any questions or concerns about your
children’s education or wellbeing. We’re here to make sure your
children have the best possible education!
Nakutha (see you later)
THE ABORIGINAL EDUCATION TEAM

VOLUNTEERING AT PARALOWIE R-12
We acknowledge the significant contribution that parents and
volunteers make, by sharing their time, skills and experience
with our school community in a range of ways.
We want to make sure that parents feel supported in their role,
and also that our school fulfils necessary DECD requirements,
particularly about maintaining a child safe environment here at
school.

Elaine was commended for her significant
work with the development of women’s and girls cricket in SA,
but we know that as a past parent and dedicated volunteer, she
has contributed broadly in our community and enriched the
lives of so many. Elaine was awarded a City of Salisbury Active
Legend Award earlier in 2017.
Elaine is an outstanding role model and an inspiration to all
with her positivity and determination.
Best wishes and congratulations Elaine!

UNIFORM UPDATE
REPLACEMENT POLO TOPS
The replacement polo tops arrived late last year and have
started exchanging the faulty tops. As previously advised, the
batch of polo tops which we received in January 2017 were
faulty. So, if you purchased a school polo top with a label that
has BLACK/GRAY writing (rather than green) – then we can
replace the top with a new one.
Please see the staff in the Uniform shop to exchange your
tops.
If you have any questions, please see Mary Jo Bellew, or
telephone school on 8182 7222.

Parents need to register to volunteer, and undergo an
orientation process along with meeting a number of important
requirements. The Department of Education & Child
Development has stated that all volunteers are required to
complete a workshop on Maintaining a Child Safe Environment.
7

READING AT PARALOWIE
Welcome back to Paralowie R-12 for another fantastic school
year in 2018. At Paralowie, from Reception to Year 12, our
major learning focus has been, and will continue to be, reading.
But why reading?
Reading is a foundational skill. When young people are
competent readers, they are able to go out into the world
beyond school and not only survive, but thrive. They can
interact with the world around them in a meaningful and fulfilling
way. They can not only read the literal meanings of words,
but read between the lines to solve problems, challenge norms
and propose positive change for the future. Our goal here at
Paralowie R-12 is not just to make your child successful in
their future careers, but to provide them with the skills and
understandings to go out into the world and make a difference.
Reading is a focus here at Paralowie because we recognise
how important it is to produce competent and confident
readers.
In Years 7-10, all English classes run the Scholastic Literacy
Pro Reading program. The program works is run each term,
whereby students participate in the LitPro Test, an online
reading assessment to determine their Lexile Level. Their Lexile
Level is not their reading level, but a reading comprehension
level. It shows how well they understand what they read. Once
the student finishes the test, they receive a numbered level up
to 1300.
Students are then asked to borrow a Lexile book from the
library at, or just above, this Lexile level. The aim of this program
is to ensure students are reading at the optimal level for
improvement. Their Lexile level ensures that they are reading
books that are not too easy, but also not too hard where they
may become frustrated.
Students take the test each term and teachers use this
information to assess student growth and monitor students
who may need additional support in reading. Student Lexile
Levels are provided to all staff to support planning and teaching
in all learning areas.

Listen to them read.
Talk to them about what you’re reading.
Read something together.
Talk to their teacher about their reading and what you can do at
home to help.
Basically, anything that you can do to reinforce the importance
of reading will help your child in the long run.
If you have any questions about our 7-12 reading program,
please feel free to contact me at the school.
KELLY HOLMES
7-12 LITERACY IMPROVEMENT COORDINATOR

2017 VOLLEYBALL SUCCESS
In week 8 of term 4 (2017) Paralowie R-12 School was
represented in the Australian Volleyball Schools Cup with three
teams. From these teams, the Year 10 Boys were successful
in coming home with a Silver medal. The boys displayed some
fantastic Volleyball and maintained intensity throughout the
week. Across the squad, all teams represented the school at a
high standard and are to be commended on their efforts, with
some just missing out on finals playoffs based on set ratios. The
results were as follows:
Year 10 Boys (div 2): Silver Medal
Year 8 Girls (div 3): 7th position
Year 9 Girls (div 2): 11th Position
Congratulations to all involved on their efforts throughout the
tournament and more importantly, throughout the year. I would
also like to thank the staff and volunteers who made the trip,
and also the parents who came across to support the teams in
the competition.
This year, it is the intention to build the program and take
more teams away. Trials and training for 2017 begins early this
term. I look forward to another successful year of Volleyball at
Paralowie R-12
JOSH FARMER
VOLLEYBALL PROGRAM COORDINATOR

In English classes, teachers also devote 40 minutes each week
to reading. In this time, students read from their Lexile novels,
along with other texts selected by their classroom teacher. They
complete reading activities and take online Literacy Pro quizzes
for books they have completed. This reading program allows us
to better support your child’s reading and allows us to monitor
the accuracy of our Lexile data.
By the end of this year, we are aiming for students to have a
designated reading time in all their subject areas, so that they
can read texts from a range of contexts and for a range of
purposes.
Hopefully you can all see how important reading is for your child
and are now asking yourself what you can do to help your child
be successful in 2018. In my opinion, the MOST important and
effective thing you can do to help your child’s reading this year
is to take an interest in it.
Ask them about their Lexile level.
Ask them about what they’re reading.
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FINANCE NEWS
THANK YOU to those families who have made payments for
Materials and Services Charges, or have put arrangements in
place for 2018.
Payment options for those still to make payment are as follows:
• Direct Debit (forms available from the school)
• Direct Credit – Paralowie R-12 School BSB: 065-122
Account No: 11026365 (ref: insert your family code)

• School Card Applications 2018 (forms available at
school or can be submitted online)

School Banking day is Thursday of each week in the
Resource Centre from 8.30 to 9.00 a.m.

• Credit Card via telephone / mail

A 2018 School Banking Program information pack has been
distributed to students. If you would like more information
please contact Vicki Steel, School Banking Coordinator or visit
the website below.

• Cash/Cheque/Money Order/EFTPOS
If you believe you are entitled to School Card in 2018 forms
and details are available from the Finance Office.
• you MUST fill in a form EACH year and submit
• You MUST fill out a separate form for EACH
SCHOOL your children are attending.
If you require assistance, or have any questions regarding
Material & Services Charges please contact the finance team
via the front office.
VICKI STEEL
FINANCE MANAGER

GET INVOLVED IN THE SCHOOL BANKING
PROGRAM
Paralowie R-12 is excited to offer the Commonwealth Bank
School Banking program to all students again in 2018.
School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young
Australians to learn about money and develop good savings
habits. Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver
account through School Banking earn Dollarmites tokens,
which they can save up and redeem for exciting rewards.
The rewards available during 2018 are:
• Twister Power Handball

http://www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking
VICKI STEEL
FINANCE MANAGER

COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS
Congratulations to all the adults who completed courses and
participated in programs and activities during 2017, a highlight
being the Community Centre Mural project!
Our 2017 End of Year Celebration highlighted a a very
successful and exciting year with many adults keen to learn
new skills in ICT and basic computing, developing English skills
and exploring pathways to employment. All adults received a
Certificate of Participation to acknowledge their successes. All
our programs have provided opportunities for adults to develop
a range of skills and experiences to assist them on their learning
journey.

Congratulations to our Volunteer of the Year –
Kathy Eichner
Kathy is one of our very hard working, long serving Community
Centre Volunteers. We very much appreciate Kathy’s
dedication and support for our Community Centre.

• Secret Scratch Pad
• Sparkle Glitter Pens
• Glow Light
• Mighty Boom Handball
• Heat Reactor Pencils
• Slushie Maker Cup
• Zoom Flying Disc
Getting involved in School Banking is easy!
All you need to get involved in the School Banking program is
a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account. You can open an
account for your child in one of two ways:
1. Online
Visit and click on the link to open a Youthsaver account.
https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-bankin
g.html
2. In branch
Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with identification for
yourself and your child, like a driver’s licence and birth
certificate.

COLES SPORTS VOUCHERS
Coles Sports for Schools is back to help Aussie kids stay fit
and healthy. When you shop at Coles, you'll receive Sports
for Schools vouchers that we can exchange for sports gear.
The more vouchers you collect, the more sports gear they'll
receive. Start collecting today because the race is on! Please
bring your vouchers to the front office – thank you for your
participation!

If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver
account they can start banking straight away. They just need to
bring their deposit in every week on School Banking day using
their Dollarmites deposit wallet.
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MOBILE DENTIST AT PARALOWIE
SCHOOL
Paralowie R-12 School students are very fortunate to be able
to access a mobile dental service that works out of the
Wellbeing Hub during school hours. This is a free service to
eligible families or through the Child Dental Benefits Schedule.
If you would like your child to see a dentist please ask for a
form from the Front Office or the Wellbeing Hub.
If you have any questions please phone 8182 7222.

WARRIORS NETBALL CLUB
Would you or anyne you know want to be part of a netball
team?
Look no further – the Warriors Netball club is looking for you.
We are a new club that has just started up at Argana Park.
We are looking for young and old, age doesn’t matter.
Juniors start from ages 6-17 yrs. 5 year old’s can start in a
NETSETGO program within the club and once they turn 6,
they can take the court.
Seniors start at 17 years of age and up.
We have registration/trail night coming up on Tuesday
February 27th
from 4.30 to 6.30 at Argana Park netball courts.
You can contact us though our Facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/WarriorsNetballClub.WNC/
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