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PRINCIPAL’S COLUMN
As most of you will know I was away on
long service leave last term. I didn’t go away
anywhere, I stayed here in Adelaide and
renovated my home and caught up on
some professional reading. The leave was
refreshing but it has also been nice to return
back to school, I missed the daily
interactions with students, staff and
parents.

Farewell Year 12s

Every term is a busy term but term 4 feels busier than most,
perhaps because it is a little shorter and we have to try and
jam everything in. I would like to start by recognising it is the
last term of school for our Year 12’s. They began their school
journey some 12 or 13 years ago and this term it all comes
to a close. I spoke at the farewell assembly about the very
mixed range of feelings and memories they would carry away
with them. I also outlined the capabilities I hoped they had
developed throughout their school journey; Literacy; numeracy;
Information and Communication Technology competence;
critical and creative thinking skills; self-management and
self-awareness; ethical understanding; and intercultural
understanding. All of these capabilities and understandings will
underpin their adult life as they work to be successful members
of our local communities. I also asked them to reflect on the
people that had helped and supported them on their journey;
family, friends and school staff. I asked that they thank these
people in acknowledgement of care and commitment they had
made to helping get to this stage in life’s journey.

Important Transitions

It is easy to get caught up in thinking term 4 is all about Year
12’s but it is not. What about the little ones? This term we will
have our 2017 reception students from the kindy taking part
in their transition visits. The move from kindy to school can be

an exciting time but also can be scary and cause high levels
of anxiety. The purpose of the transition visit to try and relieve
some of those feelings as the children engage with the school
they will be part of in the following year. There are other key
transition points to be considered as well; Year 6 students will
graduate from primary school into our middle school; Year 7
students from some of our surrounding primary schools will
transition into our secondary school and Year 9’s will move
from the middle to the senior school where Year 10 will be their
first year of the South Australian Certificate of Education. Each
of these transition points is as important as finishing school or
starting school and this makes term 4 a pretty special term.

Debating Success

Our middle school debating team has continued to work hard
and enjoy success. Congratulations to the team for winning
their semi-final and they are now preparing for the preliminary
final in a week or so. I would like to wish them good luck
and also acknowledge the fantastic work being done by Alana
Attwood and Stuart Banytis in supporting these students to
achieve such outstanding success.

School Mural

Those of you who are familiar with the school grounds will
know we have a number of street art murals painted on the
external walls of our buildings. The Aboriginal cultural mural in
the main quadrangle adjacent to the middle school has been
rejuvenated. We were lucky enough to be able to locate the
original artist and he kindly agreed to repaint the mural and I
have to say it looks amazing, especially if you stand back a
bit so can really appreciate the full effect. The artist’s name is
Jacob Stengle and he is a world renowned Aboriginal artist.
Next time you here at the school why not take a few minutes to
have a look, it will be worth the effort.

New STEM facilities

By now most of you will have heard or read that Paralowie
R-12 School was one of the DECD sites to receive funding to
build a STEM centre. STEM stands for Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics. It has been the “buzz” word for
a while now and both state and Commonwealth governments

1

www.princexml.com
Prince - Non-commercial License
This document was created with Prince, a great way of getting web content onto paper.



are pushing for increased learning opportunities in this field as
it offers the greatest employment opportunities in the future.
We have been working with a DECD team and an architect to
design our new facilities. It is early days yet but as the concept
plans are finalised we will find a way to get them into the
newsletter with more information about the development. The
STEM space will provide the opportunity to deliver more “hands
on” and problem solving based learning which I hope students
will find interesting, engaging and rewarding. The building
works will cause some disruptions next year but I am sure it will
be worth it in the long run.

PETER MCKAY
PRINCIPAL

PRESENTATION NIGHT 2016

I N V I T A T I O N
A Celebration of Success

Wednesday 30th November
At Playford Civic Centre, 7 - 9 pm

This event highlights and celebrates significant student
achievement

in a range of areas including curriculum, sport and
leadership.

All families are welcome to attend this special event.
Invitations to award winners will be forwarded mid-term.

GOVERNORS’ RECEPTION
Year 12 students Daphne Albanese and Cristela Daitol recently
attended the annual Governors’ Reception for Year 12’s at
Government House. This event is by invitation only and involved
a formal introduction to the Governor, His Excellency the
Honourable Hieu Van Le. Our students listened to speeches,
and engaged in social interaction with students from other
schools. Both Daphne and Cristela represented themselves
and Paralowie with great dignity and pride.

DEREK SLATER
YEAR 12 COORDINATOR

WHAT’S AHEAD IN THE R-6 SCHOOL THIS
TERM

Welcome back to what has already been a busy Term 4. We
have a wonderful term ahead full of many fantastic events and
celebrations. On Monday 31/10 we had our new receptions for
2017 visit for their first transition. It was a great day to meet
new students as well as new parents. Jenn Young our R-6
head of school for 2017 also visited. There are 3 more visits
on Mondays for the next 3 weeks which we are really looking
forward to.

Last week you should have received a letter outlining the cost
for swimming this year. We have been trying to keep the cost
down over the past few years by using our staff to run smaller
shuttles as well as the bus charter. As our numbers have
continued to rise we have now had to book another bus,
swimming charges have also risen as well. We realise that
it’s a substantial cost this year and have given you 6 weeks
notice to try and support you with the cost and the option of a
payment plan through the school to help support the payment.
Swimming is a life skill that is essential for every child to have.
We encourage all students to be involved. Please contact the
school if you need any support with this.

There are so many wonderful events coming up. We encourage
you to be a part of as many as you can. Further information will
be sent out closer to event dates.

Friday 4th Nov - School Fete 3-7pm
Friday 11th Nov - World kindness day celebrations
Tuesday 15th Nov - Children’s University Graduation
Friday 18th November - R-6 Sports day
Wednesday 30th November - R-12 presentation night
Wednesday 14th December - R-6 end of year concert
Thursday 15th December - Year 6 graduation

NATALIE CARLING
HEAD OF R-6 SCHOOL

NASSSA MATHS OLYMPICS
On Tuesday the 20th September students from our school
participated in the NASSSA Maths Olympics at the Playford
Civic Centre. This event involved students working in teams to
answer mathematical, general knowledge and problem solving
questions. Paralowie was represented by 4 teams of students
across Years 7-11. Congratulations to the students who
participated and for their outstanding results. A special mention
to the Senior Team placing 2nd by only 1 point and the Year 7
team for their 1st place result.

Overall Runner Up (Senior Team)

• Wills Nguyen
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Overall Winner (Year 7)

AMANDA NOTTAGE
MATHS COORDINATOR

2016 SUCCESS TRIP
Success is measured in many ways; sporting, academic,
behaviour, improvement, social or business. All too often our
students see negative stories in news items on TV or in the
paper, or are often told what they have done wrong or could
have done better.

Staff at Paralowie, are very keen to change this situation within
our own school community and we have had many celebrations
and success stories so far this year.

The 2016 'Success trip' has been organised as a reward for our
most deserving Middle School students. They will attend a four
day camp to Pt. Noarlunga Aquatics centre, a world famous
aquatic and reef area.

Previous year's Success Trips have been incredibly rewarding
for staff and students alike. This will be the 15th year our school
has rewarded our exceptional students in this manner.

All Year 7, 8 and 9 students were considered for the success
trip and 41 students have been invited. School service/ sporting
participation, attitude/effort and academic achievement were all
taken into account and carry equal weighting.

This year, staff at PARALOWIE, have been very keen to reward
success and the students pictured have been outstanding,
often in several different areas and in most cases, for the
majority of the school year.

Well done.

We will depart on Mon 5th December and arrive back at school
on Thursday 8th December.

Tuesday and Wednesday will be full of Aquatic activities at
the world famous Noarlunga Aquatic reef reserve. Activities will
include Sailing / Canoeing / Boogie-boarding / Snorkelling /
Wave ski / Sailboarding.

Night time activities will include Success tutorials, guest
speakers, ten pin bowling, marina visits and beach walks.

Maybe most importantly, the days will begin with a sleep in.

Well done to Year 7’s: Giana Austria, Jennifer Do, Kloee
Blewitt, Mary Rallos, Ashlee Slater, Jemma Mitselburg,
Dunhill Torion, Stanley Aquino, Khal Adam Khan, Kathy
Gabison, Nathan Clavell , Manish Chouhann, Lillee-Mae Perry.
Year 8’s: Chloe Williams, Ida Ciullo, Nicholas Hayford, Taylor
Volz, Angelique Clavell, Shalysa Rivett, Laitiah Huynh,
Masoumeh Rahimi, Faraja Umutoni, Chelsea Rundle, Zeke
Rose, Emily Farah, Kaycee Carey, Jawad Qorbani, Makunde
Jolie Jose, Renee O’Bree.
Year 9’s: Ali Rahimi, Miguel Valdrez , Alia Ramadan, Daniel
Irambona, Kim Nguyen, Paulo Valdrez, Rayme Truong, Rachel
Morrissey, Joe Caldwell, Hannah Yon, John Rallos, Tori
McInnes, Mitchell Slater, Liam Wise

PETER GROVES AND THE SUCCESS TRIP
ORGANISERS

NEWS FROM THE SCIENCE FACULTY
Term Four started with a group of year 10 students attending
their final workshop for the NASSSA High Achievers STEM,
(Northern Adelaide Secondary Schools Alliance), program held
at UNI SA.

Amelia Yon, Cameron ter Horst, Kyle Watkins, Jordon Dunling
and Andrew Osborne have developed skills in STEM such as
working collaboratively and learning how to problem solve real
world issues. They had the opportunity to work as scientists
and engineers do, on issues such as how to improve the
water quality and living conditions in developing countries. They
used mathematics to solve network problems such as disease
control and train timetabling. The students constructed
electronic game boards and used sensors to collect data.

They enjoyed the program and met like-minded students, but
most importantly they have been INSPIRED to continue learning
and study in the area of STEM.

We had fun doing practical hands on activities and developing
new skills in the area of STEM.- Amelia Yon, student.

• Darren Carr

• Chloe Bubner

• Kristen Baker

• Mary Rallos

• Hetvi Bhatt

• Eric Ly

• Giana Austria
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We made electronic game boards, got to solder the parts
together. I liked getting to know students from Salisbury High
and the other schools.- Andrew Osborne, student.

Mr McKerlie’s Chemistry and Physics classes visited Adelaide
University and UNI SA in the city; they share their experiences
below.

Stage 1 Chemistry and Physics University
Experience

On Friday 23rd September our Stage 1 Chemistry and Physics
students were provided the opportunity to experience the
sciences at The University of South Australia and Adelaide
University. At UniSA, students met with highly involved staff and
together made moisturising creams that students were able
to take home. Afterwards we received a guided tour of the
science facilities around UniSA City East campus, including:
the mock nursing wards with interactive dummies, the sports
science labs, the pathology labs, a 3D simulation theatre and
other various campus facilities.

At Adelaide University, students were greeted by the Director
of Physics, Dr. Andrew McKinnon, and were given a detailed
information session regarding the importance of STEM subjects
at school in preparation for university and which courses these
subjects could possibly lead to, as well as future prospects,
career and research-wise in areas of STEM. Dr. McKinnon
was very engaging and students appreciated the information
he gave concerning choosing the correct subjects in Stage
1 and 2 in school. Some of the latest research projects in
cross-disciplinary sciences in universities were also shared and
very interesting.

A grateful student has said:

“I appreciated the opportunity because I could explore the
science facilities at both UniSA and Adelaide Uni. The tours
around the campuses provided me a better insight into the
courses available to me at university.”

All students proudly represented themselves and Paralowie and
have been further inspired to study at university once they have
completed Stage 2 at Paralowie R-12 School next year. -Mr
McKerlie & Miss Higginson.

MARY AGRIOS
SCIENCE COORDINATOR/ YEAR 10 LEVEL MANAGER

FINANCE NEWS
A big THANK YOU to those families who have paid their fees in
full, submitted their School Card forms, and all who have made
use of the online banking system via Bank Deposit or Direct
Debit and are paying off their school fees on an instalment plan.

*** Reminder that 2016 Materials & Services Fees are
overdue ***

Final Notices were sent home on 14 September 2016 and
as 30 days have passed we are in the process of sending
outstanding debt to Central Debt Recoveries Team in DECD.

Please contact the Finance Manager, Vicki Steel on 81827222
or alternatively via email - dl.1099.finance@schools.sa.edu.au
to arrange payment or an instalment plan.

Payments can be made by

If you believe you are entitled to School Card a reminder that
applications close 18th November 2016.

NEW ARTS INITIATIVE BEGINS IN 2016
Our school is part of the Northern Adelaide State Secondary
School Alliance (NASSSA) which involves 10 secondary schools
in the Northern region. An exciting, new initiative has been
developed in conjunction with the Adelaide Festival Centre ‘Arts
for All’ project to present a performance and provide
workshops for all 10 schools all free of charge. It is anticipated
that this project will be developed over the next 4 years and
targets Year 7 students who are currently involved in and have
an interest in one or more of their Arts subject: Dance, Music,
Drama, Visual Art and/or Media Arts with Australian Curriculum
Assessment links.

Thirty-five students were invited to participate this term and
we had our first excursion to see the new Windmill Theatre
production, “Rumpelstiltskin” last Thursday, October 20th.
Students were very excited to be involved in this project, which
requires them to do a pre and post survey about the experience
and spend a day at the Dunstan Playhouse, where they were
treated to an amazing professional performance and a delightful
Q & A with the cast and crew.

Two students that attended reflected on the day:

‘The (Rumpelstiltskin) play was amazing. I am happy about
going to the workshop and play in the next three years. The
singing was great, the costumes, characters and backdrops
were fantastic. I will go again anytime for school. The actors
were great playing their roles, especially the Crow.’ By Jorjia
Kranz-Hill 7A

‘After having a snack, we took our seats and watched the
well-rehearsed plays’ first half, before having an interval. After

• cash/eftpos/cheque (made payable to Paralowie
R-12 School)

• credit card over the phone

• Direct Debit via Bpoint on application to Finance
Manager

• Direct Deposit: BSB 065-122 Account Number:
11026365 using family code as reference

• You MUST fill out a form EACH year and submit it to
the school or to the School Card Section.

• You MUST fill out a separate form for EACH
SCHOOL your children are at. Forms and details
are available from the Finance Office.
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the performance finished all the actors returned to answer
questions. The play was about a non-human who had the
power to give any human what they wanted. The moral was
to not trust people you don’t know, and, not to be selfish and
greedy. When we exited the theatre we all ate a healthy lunch
provided by the staff. Afterwards we walked around the River
Torrens before catching the bus back to school. By Ashlee
Slater 7B

NASSSA VENTURE DORM
During term three, a group of Year 12 students had the
opportunity to participate in the Northern Adelaide State
Secondary Schools' Alliance (NASSSA) Venture Dorm program.

Venture Dorm is an Entrepreneur program provided by The
New Venture Institute at Flinders University and the City of
Salisbury. Students learn how entrepreneurs build new ventures
and then create one themselves. The aim is taking an idea,
finding and building a viable business model which is scalable
and repeatable, from scratch, in 10 weeks.

Bianca Williams, Brittany Williams and Dylan Bradley formed
the team representing Paralowie R-12 amongst 8 teams from
schools in the Northern area. Their concept of a ‘mobile make
up’ service developed, with the aid of program facilitators and
mentors, into an idea that was ready for starting up.

On the 27th of September, the team participated in a pitch
night, delivering their idea in a “Shark Tank” style format to a
large audience consisting of Mayors, Ministers, MPs, Principals,
families and friends. Careful planning, rehearsals and
confidence in their idea helped them to deliver a wonderful
pitch. Their idea was well received by the audience and judges,
earning them the runner up spot.

A massive thank you to all the staff that supported the students
during this program, and those who came to the pitch event.
A big congratulations to Bianca, Brittany and Dylan for all their
hard work, and for representing Paralowie superbly!

AN NGO
TECH STUDIES

PARALOWIE DEBATE SQUAD 2016

Semi-Finals Winners!!

Paralowie Junior Debating Team has secured their eighth
consecutive win for the season earning them a spot in the
Grand Final later this term.

The speakers, Rayme Truong, Rachael Morrissey and Paris
Care-Wickham blew the competition away with their
well-rehearsed arguments and cutting rebuttals on the topic
“that there should be a sugar tax”. These girls brought their
A-game to the finals and definitely deserved the win against
Para Hills. However, they weren’t alone as this debate was truly
a team effort thanks to the research, argument building and
practise support given by: Liam Wise, Paulo Valdrez, Miguel
Valdrez, Daniel Irambona, and Zeke Rose.

The team debated alongside five other schools from NASSSA:
Para Hills, Salisbury East, Craigmore, Gawler, and Playford on
Wednesday October 26th at Twelve25. The Semi-Finals kicked
off with a win for Craigmore against Salisbury East and closed
with an intense battle between Gawler and Playford. While
Paralowie go straight through to the Grand Final, Craigmore
and Gawler will compete one more time in the Preliminary Finals
to decide our competition.

All the participants of the 2016 NASSSA Debating Competition
were presented with certificates and congratulated
wholeheartedly on their tremendous efforts this year. We hope
to see everyone again in 2017.

The Senior Debating Team will debate in their final on
Wednesday November 9th against Craigmore on the topic “that
texting while walking should be banned.” We wish them luck.
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Members of the Debate Squad:

Junior Team: Rayme Truong, Rachael Morrissey, Paris
Care-Wickham, Zeke Rose, Daniel Irambona, Miguel
Valdrez, Paulo Valdrez, and Liam Wise
Senior Team: Gareth Bailey, Chansovann Lem, Shaona
Imaru, and Luke Bradley

ALANA ATTWOOD AND STUART BANYTIS
DEBATE TEAM ORGANISERS AND COACHES

2017 ADULT LEARNING – EXPLORE NEW
PATHWAYS!

Would you like to update your skills in computing, and join
the 35 adults who have gained extensive skills and confidence
using Microsoft Publisher, Word, Powerpoint and Excel through
our Community Centre adult learning program. Beginners most
welcome!

Or perhaps you would like to explore some new employment
options in the health/community industry? Completing a
Certificate 3 in Health Services Assistance at Paralowie R-12
School can open new doors, to a fulfilling career in Aged Care,
Disability Services, or Community Services, or it could be a
pathway to further study in many other areas.

If you are interested to learn more about any of these
opportunities, please telephone Mary Jo Bellew at school on
8182 7222, or call in to the front office, or Community Centre.
Some criteria apply. An information session will be held later this
term.

Why not come along to our information session and explore
your new pathway!

SCHOOL POLICIES REMINDER!
UNIFORM: Some students occasionally wear jackets or other
non-school uniform clothing to keep warm. Whilst this is a
reasonable idea to and from school, it does not fit into our
school uniform policy. Once on the school grounds and
especially in class, all students need to be displaying full
school uniform.

HATS: As part of our Sun Smart Policy, ALL students in
Reception to Year 6 are required to wear a hat in the school
yard, if they are not wearing a hat they will be directed to a
shaded area. Hats are available in the front office for $11.50.

MOBILE PHONES: All student phones must be turned off in
all classes starting with Home Group at 8.40am. Students can
turn their phones back on for recess, lunch and straight after
school. This ensures students and their teachers maintain
their focus on teaching and learning.

SCHOOL BELL TIMES
School commences at 8.40am

Recess commences at 11.05 and finishes at 11.25am
Lunch commences at 12.55 and finishes at 1.35pm

School finishes for the day at 3pm

RIVERDALE OUT OF HOURS SCHOOL
CARE SERVICE

Providing before and after school care
Please ring Riverdale Out of Hours School Care on 8182

4916, if you require out of hours care for your children.
Students are dropped off at Paralowie R-12 School before

school and collected at the end of the school day.

CENTRAL DISTRICTS NETBALL CLUB
ANNOUNCE WINTER 2017 AMND TRIALS
This is an exciting new venture between Central District
Netball Club (formerly Central District Harlequin Netball
Club) and Central District Football Club, please click her

to view the flyer

AUSTRALIAN DAY AWARD NOMINATIONS
OPEN

The Australian Day Citizen of the Year Awards are proudly
presented by the Australia Day Council of SA and the City
of Salisbury. The awards reward and recognise individuals
and organisations that have made a noteworthy contribution
during the current year and or given outstanding service over a
number of years to a local community over and above normal
employment duties.

Categories: Citizen of the Year Award, Young Citizen of the
Year Award, Senior Citizen of the Year Award, Community
Event of the Year Award.

For more information please visit the link below to nominate
on line by Friday 18th November 2016. Information about
eligibility criteria is also available on our website.

http://www.salisbury.sa.gov.au/australiaday
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SAVER PLUS THROUGH ANGLICARE,
Can help people learn lifelong financial skills, it encourages
saving for the future, by doing this families are expected to
save a minimum of $1 to $50 a month over a 10 month period,
Once they complete the program we will match the amount
saved up to $500. The money we match must be spent on
educational needs for example:

The basic criteria is

MILO CRICKET PROGRAMS FOR
STUDENTS FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 5

– FREE COME AND TRY SESSIONS

MILO in2CRICKET Program
MILO in2CRICKET is the national grass root program for
cricket in Australia, with the aim of introducing kids in
Reception and Year 1 to the great Australian game. It provides
children with an opportunity to develop fundamental
movement skills, meet new friends and have fun with their
whole family in a safe and interactive environment.

If you wish to try the program there will be a FREE Come and
Try held at: Salisbury Super Centre, Salisbury North Oval,
on Saturday 22nd October at 8:30am

There are multiple programs running in your local community
and by registering at one of them, not only will you enjoy
some great cricket fun this summer but every registered child
receives a MILO in2CRICKET Participant Pack including bat,
ball, t-shirt, bucket hat, backpack, drink bottle and other
goodies! They will look just like their Aussie Cricket heroes!

To find out more details about your nearest Centre and to
register for this season log on to the link below and type your
post code into the centre finder.

http://www.playcricket.com.au/

MILO T20 Blast Program
MILO T20 Blast is a fun, safe, action packed cricket program
for boys and girls in Year 2-5. The program involves modified
games of cricket, where each child gets an equal turn at
batting, bowling and fielding. There are many centres starting
soon around South Australia. 10 – week program, Wednesday
nights in Term 4 & Term 1

The first session is always a FREE Come & Try. Wednesday
9 November 2016, 6:00PM – 7:30PM Salisbury North Oval
– Bagsters Rd, Salisbury North

By registering for MILO T20 Blast everyone will get a full
season of fun, excitement, new skills and also a MILO T20
Blast Participant Pack including playing shirt, Adelaide Strikers
cap, bag and more!

To find out more details about your nearest Centre and to
register for this season log on to the link below and type your
post code into the centre finder.

http://www.playcricket.com.au/

• Computers

• Camps / excursion

• Uniforms

• extracurricular activities

• School Costs

• Over 18years

• Have income other than centrelink

• Be at school or have children attending school

• Have a health care card or pension card
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